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of the United States in and to certain 
non-Federal land in Glennallen, Alas-
ka; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
today I introduce legislation to aid an 
Alaska higher educational institution 
obtain title to property it no longer 
needs, and that the Federal Govern-
ment clearly no longer wants. I rise to 
introduce legislation to clear the title 
to a 210-acre parcel in Glennallen, AK, 
so that the land can be put to more 
productive uses in the future. 

Back in 1926 the Central Alaska Mis-
sion began operations in Glennallen. In 
1954 it received a Federal land grant 
from Congress, modified in 1959, and re-
ceived 210 acres in ‘‘downtown’’ 
Glennallen—the current site of the hos-
pital and radio station and former site 
of the Alaska Bible College. In 1961 it 
actually opened the Bible College on 80 
acres of the tract, the site apparently 
having about 64 separate buildings 
erected on it. The 1959 land grant, like 
many in first the Territory of Alaska 
and later the State of Alaska, had a 
clause that should the property no 
longer be used for religious/public pur-
poses that it would revert to the fed-
eral government. The Bible College, be-
cause of a lack of students in 
Glennallen, moved into the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough, to Palm-
er, AK, last decade. Now it wishes to be 
able to sell the property to be rid of the 
maintenance costs on the facilities. 

The problem is that there apparently 
are no non-profits or few businesses in 
Glennallen that can afford to pay the 
officially appraised value for the prop-
erties. The parent of the Bible College 
3 years ago asked the Federal Bureau 
of Land Management, BLM, adminis-
tratively to start a process where it 
would decide the value of the prop-
erties and what it would have to pay 
the government to buy out the value of 
the ‘‘reversionary clause’’ so it could 
obtain clear title to sell the properties 
for whatever amount it could get. That 
appraisal was conducted mutually and 
came back late last year that the 210- 
acres, minus a sewage lagoon on the 
property that has no sales value, is 
worth $210,000. The college says the col-
lege can’t afford that amount to buy 
out the value of the reversionary 
clause—because regardless of the ap-
praisal, there is no entity in 
Glennallen that can afford to pay any-
where near that amount for the prop-
erties given the level of economic ac-
tivity at present in the upper Copper 
River Valley in Alaska. 

The college is arguing, correctly, 
that the Federal Government is wrong 
in setting the value of the reversionary 
clause as the full appraised value of the 
property for tax purposes. If willing 
sellers can’t be found who can afford to 
pay the ‘‘appraised’’ value of the prop-
erty, then obviously the appraisal proc-
ess is faulty. Secondly, the college is 
arguing that it has fully met the goal 
of Congress in 1959 that the land be 
used for the public purpose of operating 

an educational institution. For more 
than 40 years the property was used by 
Alaska Bible College, the college only 
moving into a more urban part of Alas-
ka when student levels proved insuffi-
cient to support the school. Clearly it 
makes no sense for the reversionary 
clause to remain in effect in perpetuity 
when land use patterns have changed. 
Third, the Federal Government does 
not need the land for any federal pur-
pose. The land, not located in an urban 
setting in the small town of 
Glennallen, population, 491, is not suit-
ed for a park. The land is not needed 
for any Federal facility given its loca-
tion in sparsely populated east central 
Alaska. Being inside the Glennallen 
city limits, the land can not be allowed 
to revert to a natural vegetative state 
under the town’s ordinances. It simply 
makes good sense for the land to be 
sold for economic purposes so it can 
generate more revenues for the town’s 
tax rolls. Given the real estate market 
in Glennallen, the Federal Government 
will lose far more money than it will 
make if it has to tear down the un-
wanted buildings in order to sell the 
property, or maintain them until an-
other purpose for the structures can be 
found, at the current appraised tax val-
ues of the properties. 

In each case, reversion of the lands to 
the Federal Government would result 
in Federal ownership of tracts 
unneeded for Federal purposes, but 
lands that would produce greater con-
veyance and management costs to the 
Federal treasury than are likely to be 
recovered through fair market sales. 
There is just no public policy purpose 
in the 21st century not to permit these 
very limited Federal reversion 
extinguishments, especially since the 
land did meet the purpose of the rever-
sionary clause for more than four dec-
ades. 

Passage of this act would cost the 
Federal Government nothing, but 
would aid the citizens of Glennallen by 
allowing the lands to be put to a better 
use, hopefully adding to the city’s 
economy and perhaps increasing its fu-
ture tax revenues. I hope this bill will 
be able to advance and become law 
within the 114th Congress. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 249—HON-
ORING THE RED LAND LITTLE 
LEAGUE TEAM OF LEWISBERRY, 
PENNSYLVANIA FOR THE PER-
FORMANCE OF THE TEAM IN 
THE 2015 LITTLE LEAGUE WORLD 
SERIES 

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
TOOMEY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 249 

Whereas on Saturday, August 29, 2015, the 
Red Land Little League team won the 
United States championship at the Little 
League Baseball World Series, defeating a 

versatile and dynamic team from Pearland, 
Texas with a walk-off hit in the bottom of 
the sixth inning to win 3-2; 

Whereas on Sunday, August 30, 2015, the 
Red Land Little League team competed 
against the Kitasuna Little League team 
from Tokyo, Japan in the 69th Annual Little 
League World Series championship and set 
the record for the most runs scored in the 
first inning with 10 runs; 

Whereas the Red Land Little League is the 
first York County team to win a national 
Little League championship and the first 
team from Pennsylvania to win the national 
Little League championship since 1990; 

Whereas the Red Land Little League team 
is comprised of: Camden Walter, Braden 
Kolmansberger, Dylan Rodenhaber, Adam 
Cramer, Jaden Henline, Chayton Krauss, 
Kaden Peifer, Cole Wagner, Zack Sooy, Jake 
Cubbler, Jarrett Wisman, Bailey Wirt, and 
Ethan Phillips; 

Whereas the Red Land Little League team 
is managed by Tom Peifer and coached by 
J.K. Kolmansberger and Bret Wagner, among 
others; and 

Whereas the Red Land Little League team 
has brought tremendous excitement, pride, 
and honor to the city of Lewisberry, the 
county of York, the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, and the United States: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates and honors the Red Land 

Little League team and its loyal fans, affec-
tionately known as the ‘‘Red Sea’’, on the 
performance of the team at the 69th Little 
League World Series championship; 

(2) recognizes and commends the hard 
work, dedication, determination, and com-
mitment to excellence of the members, par-
ents, families, coaches, and managers of the 
team; and 

(3) recognizes and commends the people of 
Lewisberry, Pennsylvania and the sur-
rounding area for their outstanding loyalty, 
support, and countless hours of volunteerism 
for the Red Land Little League team 
throughout the season. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 250—REL-
ATIVE TO THE DEATH OF RICH-
ARD SCHULTZ SCHWEIKER, 
FORMER UNITED STATES SEN-
ATOR FOR THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. TOOMEY, 

Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. REID of Nevada, 
Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CASSIDY, Mr. COATS, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORKER, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. ENZI, Mrs. ERNST, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, 
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. GARDNER, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. 
HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Mr. 
KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:38 Sep 10, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00061 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A09SE6.014 S09SEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6538 September 9, 2015 
PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. REED of 
Rhode Island, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, 
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mr. SCOTT, Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. 
SULLIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VITTER, Mr. 
WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 250 

Whereas Richard Schultz Schweiker served 
in the United States Navy during World War 
II from 1944 to 1946; 

Whereas Richard Schultz Schweiker faith-
fully served the people of Pennsylvania with 
distinction in the United States Congress; 

Whereas Richard Schultz Schweiker was 
elected to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives in 1960 and served 4 terms as a 
Representative from the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania; 

Whereas as a Representative, Richard 
Schultz Schweiker served on— 

(1) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(2) the Committee on Government Oper-
ations of the House of Representatives; 

Whereas Richard Schultz Schweiker was 
elected to the United States Senate in 1968 
and served 2 terms as a Senator from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; 

Whereas as a Senator, Richard Schultz 
Schweiker served on— 

(1) the Committee on Labor and Human 
Resources of the Senate; 

(2) the Subcommittee on Labor, Health, 
and Human Services of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate; and 

(3) the Select Committee to Study Govern-
mental Operations with Respect to Intel-
ligence Activities of the Senate; and 

Whereas Richard Schultz Schweiker was 
appointed as the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services by President Ronald Wilson 
Reagan in 1981 and served as Secretary of 
Health and Human Services until 1983: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with 
profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the Honorable 
Richard Schultz Schweiker, former member 
of the United States Senate. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
communicate these resolutions to the House 
of Representatives and transmit an enrolled 
copy thereof to the family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns 
today, the Senate stand adjourned as a fur-
ther mark of respect to the memory of the 
Honorable Richard Schultz Schweiker. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2648. Mrs. FISCHER (for Mr. JOHNSON) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1603, to 
actively recruit members of the Armed 
Forces who are separating from military 
service to serve as Customs and Border Pro-
tection Officers. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2648. Mrs. FISCHER (for Mr. 
JOHNSON) proposed an amendment to 
the bill S. 1603, to actively recruit 
members of the Armed Forces who are 
separating from military service to 
serve as Customs and Border Protec-
tion Officers; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Border Jobs 
for Veterans Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Customs and Border Protection Officers 

at United States ports of entry carry out 
critical law enforcement duties associated 
with screening foreign visitors, returning 
United States citizens, and imported cargo 
entering the United States. 

(2) It is in the national interest for United 
States ports of entry to be adequately 
staffed with Customs and Border Protection 
Officers in a timely fashion, including meet-
ing the congressionally funded staffing tar-
get of 23,775 officers for fiscal year 2015. 

(3) An estimated 250,000 to 300,000 members 
of the Armed Forces separate from military 
service every year. 

(4) Recruiting efforts and expedited hiring 
procedures must be enhanced to ensure that 
qualified individuals separating from mili-
tary service are aware of, and partake in, op-
portunities to fill vacant Customs and Bor-
der Protection Officer positions. 
SEC. 3. EXPEDITED HIRING OF APPROPRIATE 

SEPARATING SERVICE MEMBERS. 
(a) IDENTIFICATION OF TRANSFERABLE 

QUALIFICATIONS.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, in con-
junction with the Secretary of Defense, shall 
identify Military Occupational Specialty 
Codes and Officer Branches, Air Force Spe-
cialty Codes, Naval Enlisted Classifications 
and Officer Designators, and Coast Guard 
Competencies that are transferable to the re-
quirements, qualifications, and duties as-
signed to Customs and Border Protection Of-
ficers. 

(b) HIRING.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall consider hiring qualified can-
didates with the Military Occupational Spe-
cialty Codes, Air Force Specialty Codes, 
Naval Enlisted Classifications and Officer 
Designators, and Coast Guard Competencies 
identified as transferable under subsection 
(a) who are eligible for veterans recruitment 
appointment authorized under section 4214 of 
title 38, United States Code. 
SEC. 4. ENHANCEMENTS TO EXISTING PROGRAMS 

TO RECRUIT SERVICE MEMBERS 
SEPARATING FROM MILITARY SERV-
ICE FOR CUSTOMS AND BORDER 
PROTECTION OFFICER VACANCIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, in conjunction with the Sec-
retary of Defense, and acting through exist-
ing programs, authorities, and agreements, 
where applicable, shall enhance the efforts of 
the Department of Homeland Security to re-
cruit members of the Armed Forces who are 
separating from military service to serve as 
Customs and Border Protection Officers. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The enhanced recruiting 
efforts under subsection (a) shall— 

(1) include Customs and Border Protection 
Officer opportunities in relevant job assist-
ance efforts under the Transition Assistance 
Program; 

(2) place U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion officials or other relevant Department 
of Homeland Security officials at recruiting 
events and jobs fairs involving members of 
the Armed Forces who are separating from 
military service; 

(3) provide opportunities for local U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection field offices to 
partner with military bases in the region; 

(4) include outreach efforts to educate 
members of the Armed Forces with Military 
Occupational Specialty Codes and Officer 
Branches, Air Force Specialty Codes, Naval 
Enlisted Classifications and Officer Designa-

tors, and Coast Guard Competencies that are 
transferable to the requirements, qualifica-
tions, and duties assigned to Customs and 
Border Protection Officers of available hir-
ing opportunities to become Customs and 
Border Protection Officers; 

(5) require the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity and the Secretary of Defense to work 
cooperatively to identify shared activities 
and opportunities for reciprocity related to 
steps in hiring U.S. Customs and Border Pa-
trol officers with the goal of minimizing the 
time required to hire qualified applicants; 

(6) require the Secretary of Defense and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security to work 
cooperatively to ensure the streamlined 
interagency transfer of relevant background 
investigations and security clearances; and 

(7) include such other elements as may be 
necessary to ensure that members of the 
Armed Forces who are separating from mili-
tary service are aware of opportunities to fill 
vacant Customs and Border Protection Offi-
cer positions. 
SEC. 5. REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and not later than December 31 of each of 
the 3 successive years, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security and the Secretary of De-
fense shall jointly submit a report to the ap-
propriate congressional committees that in-
cludes a description and assessment of the 
efforts of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to hire separating service members as 
Customs and Border Protection Officers. 

(b) CONTENT.—The report required under 
subsection (a) shall include— 

(1) a detailed description of the proposed 
efforts under section 4, including— 

(A) elements of the enhanced recruiting ef-
forts; 

(B) goals associated with those elements; 
and 

(C) a description of how the elements and 
goals will assist in meeting statutorily man-
dated staffing levels and agency hiring 
benchmarks; 

(2) a detailed description of the efforts that 
have been undertaken under section 4; 

(3) the number of separating service mem-
bers made aware of Customs and Border Pro-
tection Officer vacancies; 

(4) the Military Occupational Specialty 
Codes and Officer Branches, Air Force Spe-
cialty Codes, Naval Enlisted Classifications 
and Officer Designators, and Coast Guard 
Competencies identified as transferable 
under section 3(a) and a rationale for such 
identifications; 

(5) the number of Customs and Border Pro-
tection Officer vacancies filled with sepa-
rating service members; and 

(6) the number of Customs and Border Pro-
tection Officer vacancies filled with sepa-
rating service members under veterans re-
cruitment appointment authorized under 
section 4214 of title 38, United States Code. 
SEC. 6. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act may be construed— 
(a) to supersede, alter, or amend existing 

Federal veterans’ hiring preferences or Fed-
eral hiring authorities; or 

(b) to authorize the appropriation of addi-
tional amounts to carry out this Act. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that Andrew Mac-
Donald, a State Department fellow in 
my office, be granted floor privileges 
for the remainder of this session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent for Michael 
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