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men and women of all ages and from
every branch of the service.

I have heard from survivors of sexual
assault from World War II, the war in
Afghanistan, and every conflict in
every era in between. There are vet-
erans who are suffering from PTSD be-
cause they were sexually assaulted,
and they are not being treated fairly.

With this bill, we are fighting to hold
the VA accountable and making sure
that they are following through on
their promises.

The VA has acknowledged that PTSD
from combat is a real injury and needs
to be treated that way, and it should be
the same for those who suffer from
PTSD from sexual assault.

A Pentagon report showed 19,000
women and men were sexually as-
saulted in the military just last year,
but only about a quarter of those as-
saults were reported and even fewer
ended up with a prosecution.

I am glad the Defense Department
and the VA has increased training and
prevention efforts around rape and har-
assment, but let me be clear. As you
have already heard, the problem is not
fixed.

Survivors of sexual assault have been
blamed and harassed, crimes have been
covered up, and survivors themselves
have been the subject of further harass-
ment and recrimination. In the latest
Pentagon report, 62 percent of the indi-
viduals who reported sexual assault
have also reported retaliation.

Mr. Speaker, I want to talk for a
minute about a very brave woman,
Ruth Moore, a veteran from Maine and
the person who we named this bill for.

Ruth fought for 23 years before she
was finally given the benefits we owed
her. When I met her in my office in
Maine 4 years ago, she could barely tell
her story.

Bit by bit, she has rebuilt her trust of
people in positions of responsibility to
the point where she is able to tell her
story publicly. There are thousands
and thousands of Ruth Moores out
there who have been fighting for their
benefits for years or even decades.

The Ruth Moore Act of 2015 is an im-
portant next step in ensuring that the
VA treats these veterans fairly. To be
clear, this bill does not create any new
benefits for survivors of sexual assault
or give special treatment to the sur-
vivors of sexual assault. This bill just
tries to level the playing field, to hold
the VA accountable, and ensure these
veterans are treated fairly.

We were able to pass this bill in the
last Congress, and I urge my colleagues
to do so again this time around. This
issue is too important. It cannot be ig-
nored.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. TSONGAS).

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the Ruth Moore Act. In 2012,
1 in 5 female and 1 in 100 male veterans
told the VA that they had experienced
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sexual abuse while serving in the mili-
tary.

Yet, despite egregious prevalence of
sexual abuse in the military, it re-
mains difficult for veterans to receive
disability benefits as a result of their
military sexual trauma.

In 2013, the Service Women’s Action
Network, the Yale Law School Vet-
erans Legal Services Clinic, the ACLU,
and the ACLU of Connecticut released
a report that shows that veterans who
experienced sexual assault have their
benefits claims denied more often than
veterans with other types of PTSD
claims.

The report also found the rate of
granting these claims varied greatly,
depending upon the VA regional office.

The St. Paul, Minnesota, office
granted only 26 percent of the MST
claims they received, while the office
in Los Angeles granted more than 88
percent of the claims they received.

Last year the U.S. Government Ac-
countability Office backed up these
findings. GAO found approval rates
ranged from 14 percent to 88 percent at
different regional offices.

The GAO also found that some med-
ical examiners examining these claims
required more evidence than others to
establish these claims.

The Ruth Moore Act we are consid-
ering today would require that the VA
report data on military sexual trauma
claims to Congress.

While this reporting is a good step
forward and could lead to more consist-
ency and transparency in claims proc-
essing, I am disappointed that we are
not considering Representative PIN-
GREE’s original bill, which would have
also made it easier for survivors of
military sexual trauma to make their
case and made the claims process more
uniform.

This bill is named after Ruth Moore,
a Maine constituent of Representative
PINGREE who spent more than 20 years
fighting for her own benefits. Other
survivors should not be made to repeat
her battle.

I urge passage of this bill.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers at this time. So I
would just simply urge my colleagues
to support passage of the Ruth Moore
Act of 2015, H.R. 1607, as amended, and
to provide support to the victims of
MST who have so bravely served our
Nation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I urge all Members to support H.R.
1607, as amended.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 1607, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 876. An act to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to require hospitals to
provide certain notifications to individuals
classified by such hospitals under observa-
tion status rather than admitted as inpa-
tients of such hospitals.

———

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
was the 256th anniversary of the Ameri-
cans with Disability Act. I rise to
thank the members of the Lake County
Board for issuing a resolution desig-
nating July 26, 2015, as Americans with
Disabilities Act Awareness Day.

The Americans with Disabilities Act
was in response to an appalling prob-
lem, widespread discrimination against
people with disabilities.

Over the past 25 years, the ADA has
had a profound impact across our coun-
try, requiring accessibility and ban-
ning discrimination all across Amer-
ica.

In Lake County, we are fortunate to
have many great organizations that
provide resources to people with dis-
abilities and their families.

I particularly want to recognize the
Lake County Center for Independent
Living, an organization that provides
free life skills training, employment
training, and advocacy services to dis-
abled individuals in our community.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join
with the Lake County Board to cele-
brate the Americans with Disabilities
Act, and I remain committed to work-
ing for policies that prohibit discrimi-
nation of all kinds.

——————

MEDICARE’S FIFTIETH
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, access to
affordable, quality health care is a fun-
damental value, and Medicare and
Medicaid have helped millions of Amer-
icans live with economic security and
dignity for 50 years.

President Lyndon Johnson signed
Medicare and Medicaid into law in 1965
on the basic principles that access to
health care is a right, not a privilege,
and certainly no one should be forced
into poverty because of healthcare
costs.

Thirty-four percent of those in New
York’s capital region that I represent
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