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Ms. DEGETTE changed her vote from
éénO’? to Haye.?7

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent for the following vote on July
13, 2015. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on rollcall vote 434.

——

PERMISSION TO FILE SUPPLE-
MENTAL REPORT ON H.R. 2898

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the
Committee on Natural Resources be
authorized to file a supplemental re-
port on the bill H.R. 2898.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

—————

JAMES L. OBERSTAR MEMORIAL
POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (S. 179) to designate
the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 14 3rd Avenue, NW,
in Chisholm, Minnesota, as the ‘‘James
L. Oberstar Memorial Post Office
Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 179

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. JAMES L. OBERSTAR MEMORIAL
POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 14
3rd Avenue, NW, in Chisholm, Minnesota,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘James
L. Oberstar Memorial Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘James L. Oberstar Me-
morial Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TROTT). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN)
and the gentlewoman from the District
of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?
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There was no objection.

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I rise today in support of S. 179, a bill
to name a post office in Chisholm, Min-
nesota, after a very distinguished
former Member of this body, Congress-
man James Oberstar.

The bill was introduced by Senator
AMY KLOBUCHAR, and our colleague
Congressman RICHARD NOLAN has in-
troduced House companion legislation.

Mr. Oberstar served in the House for
a remarkable 36 years, and I think it is
very fitting and appropriate to honor
his legacy by lending his name to a
post office in his hometown of Chisolm.

Congressman Oberstar was born in
Chisholm, Minnesota, on September 10,
1934, and graduated from the high
school there in 1952. Four years later,
he earned a bachelor of arts from the
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul,
Minnesota. He later earned a master’s
degree from the College of Europe in
Bruges, Belgium. A lot of people knew
he was very fluent in French and liked
to express himself on many trips in
French.

Before running for Congress himself,
Congressman Oberstar served on the
staff for Congressman John Blatnik of
Minnesota from 1963 to 1974. In that ca-
pacity, he worked with Congressman
Blatnik on all of the legislation from
the Public Works and Transportation
Committee. In the last 3 years he was
with Congressman Blatnik, Congress-
man Oberstar became the chief of staff
for that committee.

Congressman Oberstar was first
elected to represent the people of Min-
nesota’s Eighth District in 1974. Among
many notable achievements, he served
as chairman of the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure in
the 110th and 111th Congresses. In
total, he served in 18 Congresses.

Sadly, Mr. Oberstar passed away on
May 3, 2014, in Potomac, Maryland. He
certainly was a devoted public servant
who left a remarkable legacy of service
to the citizens of Minnesota and the
United States.

Earlier in this Congress, there was
another tribute for Congressman Ober-
star. At that time, I said this:

It is an astounding figure to think that a
man worked on this one committee for 47
years of his life, but he did so with great
honor and distinction. In fact, I think most
everybody knew that there was no one in the
Congress and probably never has been any-
one in the history of the Congress who has
known transportation issues and understood
them and worked on them longer and harder
and with more effectiveness than Jim Ober-
star did.

At one point, he was chairman of the Avia-
tion Subcommittee. In 1994, after the elec-
tion, the Republicans took control, and I had
the honor of becoming the chairman of the
Aviation Subcommittee, and I served for 6
years in that position, which was the max-
imum allowable on our side.

When I took over as chairman of the Avia-
tion Subcommittee, I frequently heard Jim
Oberstar referred to as ‘“Mr. Aviation.” So I
went to him and asked for his help, and he
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helped me, guided me, and gave me advice
that, to this day, I appreciate very much. He
did so in a very kind and humble way.

Of course, then he reached the pin-
nacle and became chairman of that
committee, a committee that he loved.
He was a great chairman. He worked
across the aisle in a very bipartisan
way, and I think he tried to help every-
one on both sides of the aisle and oth-
ers in any way that he possibly could.

I just wanted to join in this oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to a man who was
a great American and a great Member
of this body, Congressman James Ober-
star.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I certainly associate myself with the
remarks of Mr. DUNCAN.

I am asking my colleagues to join me
in supporting S. 179. That is the bill
that would designate a United States
post office located at 14 3rd Avenue
Northwest in Jim Oberstar’s home-
town, Chisholm, Minnesota; and it
would be called the James L. Oberstar
Memorial Post Office.

Mr. Speaker, I am speaking today for
a memorial for Jim Oberstar not only
because of my position on the com-
mittee, but for me, this is an act of
love and respect. I am speaking for a
man known in this House as one of sin-
gular intellect and personal qualities.

Jim was a native of Chisholm. He
graduated—and anybody who knew Jim
will not be surprised at this—summa
cum laude from the University of St.
Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota; then
he got a master’s degree in Belgium.
That may be where he picked up his
French, which he playfully used on us
at every opportunity.

Jim was not long out of college when
he began working in this House, and
working in this House was to deter-
mine his destiny for the rest of his life.
He first served as clerk of the Com-
mittee on Rivers and Harbors, as it was
then called. He became administrator
of the Committee on Public Works—
now called Transportation and Infra-
structure—when Representative John
Blatnik became chairman in 1970.

Four years later, Jim, himself, ran
for Congress, succeeding Mr. Blatnik
who retired from Minnesota’s Highth
District of Congress. Then Jim served
36 extraordinary years in this House,
and he became the longest serving
Member from Minnesota in the House
of Representatives. During that period,
Jim Oberstar became the leading ex-
pert on transportation and infrastruc-
ture in the Nation.

Mr. Speaker, for example, he served
as chairman of the Subcommittee on
Aviation when it passed legislation, in-
creasing our investment in airports
and air security, which we are still
benefiting from.

Later, he became ranking member of
the full committee. There, he worked
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