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as an intern. In 1985, he was promoted 
to community development director. In 
1988, he continued his career as the 
community development director for 
the city of Downey. He later became 
Downey’s assistant city manager and 
director of economic development. He 
served as the city manager in the city 
of South Pasadena for 4 years before 
coming to the city of Signal Hill. 

Under his guidance, the city of Sig-
nal Hill established three commercial 
centers, the Town Center North, the 
Town Center West, and the Signal Hill 
Gateway Center. 

He facilitated the relocation of a 
Mercedes Benz dealership to Signal 
Hill and the expansion of the Glenn E. 
Thomas Dodge dealership, growing 
sales and tax revenues from $6 million 
to more than $12 million. Additionally, 
he completed the development of six 
community parks and a new police sta-
tion. 

Ken has been active in regional 
issues, also, and he has been a leader 
with expertise on water issues, working 
with 27 of the area’s Gateway Cities 
Council of Governments on water, 
storm water, and urban runoff regula-
tions and practices. 

He has served as the chair of the city 
manager’s steering committee for the 
Gateway Cities manager’s group, and 
he was a member of the water quality 
task force for the League of California 
Cities. 

As you can tell, I respect and admire 
Ken Farfsing’s leadership and service 
to the community of Signal Hill, and 
he will be greatly missed. I want to 
wish him the very best as he retires. 
His impact on the city of Signal Hill 
will always be remembered. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to ask 
all my distinguished colleagues to join 
me in thanking Ken Farfsing for his 19 
years of public service within the city 
of Signal Hill. 
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POWER OF THE PURSE ACT OF 2015 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. RIBBLE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Power of the 
Purse Act of 2015. I wrote this bill to 
restore Congress’ ability to set prior-
ities within Federal spending and, 
quite frankly, to better control it. To 
do that, my bill simply removes the 
firewall that exists within sequestra-
tion between defense spending and non-
discretionary spending. It allows Con-
gress to regain the power of the purse 
so that we can take discretionary 
spending and take defense spending, 
but right now, the firewall requires us 
to spend equally on both. The Constitu-
tion gives the power of the purse clear-
ly to Congress, and, as elected Rep-
resentatives, we have an obligation to 
make the hard choices about where 
your tax dollars are spent. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to take you back 
to 2011. The country was facing its 

third year in a row with trillion-dollar 
deficits. Republicans and Democrats 
alike here in the House, Republicans 
and Democrats in the Senate, and the 
President of the United States signed 
into law the Budget Control Act, the 
result of a failure of Congress to come 
to a better agreement. 

The intention of that act was to con-
trol spending, to put caps on spending. 
But to get Democrats to agree to it, we 
had to say we would only spend 50 per-
cent of discretionary spending on de-
fense spending; yet Republicans, we 
would only put 50 percent on non-
defense spending. So we locked our-
selves and tied our hands, but we 
couldn’t actually prioritize. 

In 2011, you could make the argu-
ment, as some did—I was here at the 
time, but prior to that, I was not 
here—when they argued that we should 
spend more money here in the United 
States on domestic spending, and they 
passed an $800 billion stimulus bill. 
They had the ability to do that and ad-
just to the global financial crisis. In 
2011, they responded to the terrorist at-
tacks and decided to spend more money 
on defense. 

But today we don’t get to respond. 
We have to say, 50 percent here, 50 per-
cent there, without regard to the cir-
cumstances that we face. This makes 
no sense at all. 

Today we are facing a new and an un-
precedented number of threats. They 
are coming at us from all around the 
world. ISIS poses one of the greatest 
terrorist threats that we have seen 
since 9/11, while Iraq, Syria, and Yemen 
descend further into chaos. Iran re-
mains committed to advancing its nu-
clear infrastructure while continuing 
to meddle and support instability in 
the region. And we have seen an alarm-
ing rise in cyber threats from both 
nonstate and state actors like Russia, 
Iran, and North Korea. China has start-
ed to build islands in the China Sea, 
raising tensions in Southeast Asia. 

By removing the arbitrary firewall 
that exists under sequestration, budget 
caps on defense and nondefense discre-
tionary spending, we restore spending 
control back to the Congress, and we 
can appropriately respond to these 
international and global threats and 
require more focus on defense. 

Tomorrow could be just as well some-
thing else. It could be infrastructure 
right here at home or education. This 
is National Alzheimer’s Month. Maybe 
it would be spending more there to 
cure that horrible disease. We need to 
have the ability here to respond to the 
climate and environment that we face 
today, not what it was 4 years ago. My 
bill simply allows us to do that. By 
taking the taxpayer dollars that are 
sent by hard-working taxpayers here, 
it allows this Congress to make the de-
termination on what the priorities 
ought to be at the time that we face 
those priorities. 

Now, I know Democrats are con-
cerned that we will just blow up and 
spend more money on defense, and Re-

publicans are concerned that if Demo-
crats control it they would spend more 
money on discretionary spending. My 
bill does not remove the caps, but it 
does make this Congress have to debate 
with each other and find a conclusion 
that makes the most sense for the 
American people, because times have 
changed right here in the Congress. 

Today there are many Republicans 
who are more libertarian-minded, and 
they would prefer not to spend money 
on defense. They would prefer to spend 
it domestically. Rather than building 
roads in Afghanistan, they would pre-
fer to build roads here. I have got col-
leagues on the Democratic side of the 
aisle that feel we need to focus on na-
tional defense. They serve on the House 
Armed Services Committee or the For-
eign Affairs Committee and are well 
aware of the national defense threats 
that we face. But we can’t do anything 
because we reluctantly hold onto bad 
policy. 

My bill is designed to correct this 
once and for all. By removing the fire-
wall, we get to have the control of the 
purse once again that the Constitution 
has given us. 

Benjamin Franklin said that a nation 
is best off when control of its money is 
handled by those who are the most 
‘‘immediate representatives of the peo-
ple.’’ This Chamber, Mr. Speaker, is 
called the people’s House. Each of us 
represent well over 700,000 Americans, 
and our job is to represent them to the 
best of our ability. We should not and 
can not continue to tie our hands with 
some arbitrary decision that was made 
maybe out of necessity 4 years ago but 
doesn’t recognize the threat today. 

I encourage my colleagues to be part 
of this process and to cosponsor the 
Power of the Purse Act of 2015. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 4 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Dr. Chandra Bhanu Satpathy, Shri 
Sai Cultural & Community Center, Se-
attle, Washington, offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

O, Lord, by Your will, we are born in 
different nations, speak different lan-
guages, and follow different religions 
and cultures; yet we are all Your chil-
dren and ever grateful for Your love 
and protection. 

Evoke in us pious thoughts and feel-
ings to shun all hatred and violence 
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