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our Federal agencies, so that our Na-
tion can be protected and the govern-
ment can serve the people. That is 
what the people deserve. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SIXTH BIEN-
NIAL JAMAICAN DIASPORA CON-
FERENCE 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, today, I 
want to take a moment to recognize 
the important relationship between the 
United States and Jamaica and the 
role Jamaican Americans play in pro-
moting trade and development between 
our two nations. 

The United States has a robust and 
important relationship with Jamaica. 
President Obama’s trip to Jamaica in 
April 2015 illustrated that we see Ja-
maica as a key regional leader and that 
we have a strong interest in strength-
ening our bilateral security relation-
ship with Jamaica. 

The United States is Jamaica’s lead-
ing partner in trade, chief source of 
foreign direct investment, FDI, and 
home to the largest Jamaican diaspora 
in the world. The more than 1 million 
Jamaicans in the United States make 
crucial contributions to the Jamaican 
economy through remittances and sup-
port for friends and family still in Ja-
maica. Proud Jamaicans like Dela-
ware’s Lorraine Badley connect busi-
ness leaders with opportunities for in-
vestment and trade, host ministers and 
other Jamaican officials, and strength-
en community connections in both 
countries. 

From Bob Marley, who first emi-
grated from Jamaica to my home 
State, to former NBA basketball player 
Patrick Ewing and former Secretary of 
State Collin Powell, first- and second- 
generation Jamaican Americans have 
made significant and lasting contribu-
tions to our economy, sports, art, and 
political system. 

The Jamaican Government recog-
nizes the critical role Jamaicans living 
abroad play in Jamaica’s economic ad-
vancement, and this week they are 
hosting the Sixth Biennial Jamaica Di-
aspora Conference in Montego Bay. The 
conference brings together members of 
the Jamaican diaspora from the United 
States, United Kingdom, Canada, and 
other countries to build connections 
and boost diaspora investment in the 
Jamaican economy. I would like to 
commend the Jamaican Government 
for their efforts to diversify their econ-
omy and become a regional leader in 
trade and investment. 

The Diaspora Conference taking 
place this week will leverage that sup-
port into targeted investments to grow 
Jamaica’s infrastructure, ports, and lo-
gistics capacity to make it the central 
hub for the transport of goods between 
Latin America and the United States. 

As the Jamaica Diaspora Conference 
draws to a close, the United States 
looks forward to seeing new partner-
ships between the Jamaicans and the 
Jamaican diaspora emerge to further 
an economic development agenda that 

will result in mutual growth and ben-
efit both our countries. 
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TRIBUTE TO SISTER MARGARITA 
BREWER 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize a 2015 Northern 
Kentucky University Lincoln Award 
recipient, my friend and a community 
leader, Sister Margarita M. Brewer. 

Sister Margarita has dedicated her 
life to serving the Latino community 
in Greater Cincinnati. Originally from 
Panama, Sister Margarita has taken an 
active role in programs assisting the 
underserved in her local community as 
well as in Central America. 

Sister Margarita founded the English 
Language Learning—ELL—Founda-
tion, Inc., in 2003 and continues to 
serve as its president, working with 
Cincinnati public schools to help 
English language learners become suc-
cessful in their academic lives while 
fostering their cultural identities. 

I had the privilege of being one of 
Sister Margarita’s ELL tutors while 
serving in the House of Representa-
tives. I had to stop tutoring when I was 
appointed U.S. Trade Representative, 
but during my time as a tutor, I had 
the chance to see her good work in ac-
tion. More recently, my wife Jane has 
worked as an ELL tutor and shares my 
admiration for Sister Margarita and 
her service. Jane was honored to re-
ceive the English Language Learning 
Foundation Tutor of the Year Award in 
2014. 

In collaboration with Latino Pro-
grams and Services’ English Language 
Learners Program at Northern Ken-
tucky University, she also helped de-
velop NKY’s Fun with Science Camp, 
exposing students to all fields of 
science through hands-on learning ac-
tivities. 

Additionally, Sister Margarita has 
been involved with the Crossroad 
Health Center, Family Service of Cin-
cinnati, and Christian Community 
Health Services. 

I join the community in congratu-
lating Sister Margarita, who has served 
the people of Greater Cincinnati and 
Ohio with distinction. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

∑ Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor Lincoln University of Jefferson 
City, MO, on the 125th anniversary of 
the signing of the Second Morrill Act 
of 1890, which provided Lincoln Univer-
sity and many other historically Black 
colleges and universities with land- 
grant institution status. Lincoln Uni-
versity has provided student-centered, 
post secondary education opportunities 
to countless students from a variety of 
backgrounds for more than a century. 

On January 14, 1866, Lincoln Univer-
sity, at the time called the Lincoln In-
stitute, was founded by soldiers and of-
ficers of the 62nd United States Colored 
Infantry, following their service in the 
Civil War. After its incorporation and 

the establishment of its board of trust-
ees, the institution opened its doors to 
the first class in its history on Sep-
tember 17, 1866. Lincoln Institute 
moved to its current campus in 1871, 
where it would eventually gain land- 
grant university status under the Sec-
ond Morrill Act of 1890. 

Since then, Lincoln University, 
which changed its name from the Lin-
coln Institute in 1921, has continued to 
provide a wide variety of educational 
specializations with over 50 bachelor’s 
degree programs along with master’s 
degree programs in education, busi-
ness, and the social sciences. Outside of 
its well-known, grant-funded research 
programs, Lincoln has also distin-
guished itself with its popular nursing 
program and state-of-the-art aqua-
culture facilities. 

Lincoln University is an outstanding 
and diverse educational institution 
that continues to impact future gen-
erations by looking forward without 
ever forgetting its roots. I congratulate 
Lincoln University on more than a cen-
tury of successes.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING THE CARSON CITY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE’S 70TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today, I 
wish to recognize the 70th anniversary 
of the Carson City Chamber of Com-
merce, an important entity to North-
ern Nevada. I am proud to honor this 
chamber that gives so much support to 
local businesses and continues to fight 
to grow the capital city’s economy and 
job market. 

Growing up in Carson City and spend-
ing a lot of time working in my dad’s 
automotive shop, I learned the impor-
tance of a day’s work and what it took 
for my father to keep his business. No 
doubt, Carson City’s businesses—small 
and large—play an important role in 
our State’s growth. 

It is through the hard work of the 
Carson City Chamber of Commerce 
that the business community continues 
to strive and maintain a high quality 
of life for Carson City residents. Even 
when Nevada’s economy took a dif-
ficult turn, the Carson City Chamber of 
Commerce was there every step of the 
way to lift local businesses back up. It 
helped owners adapt to an adverse eco-
nomic climate through innovation, cre-
ativity, and ingenuity. To say this 
chamber has had a positive impact on 
Northern Nevada would be an under-
statement. The strong foundation it 
has built will be felt for years to come. 

Aside from helping local businesses 
expand and thrive, the Carson City 
Chamber of Commerce also offers Car-
son City’s entrepreneurs networking 
opportunities, social functions, and 
educational programs. It is highly in-
volved throughout the community, 
gathering volunteers to clean and re-
vamp areas across the city, as well as 
supporting the sheriff and district at-
torney’s offices. The chamber has 11 di-
rectors and 5 committee executives, all 
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