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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2015

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | want to
state that yesterday, June 10, 2015, | incor-
rectly cast my vote in favor of the Country of
Origin Labeling Act (H.R. 2393), Roll Call No.
333. | intended to vote “NO” on this legisla-
tion.

————
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MIS-
SOURI VETERANS HOME OF

CAPE GIRARDEAU

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the 25th Anniversary
of the Missouri Veterans Home of Cape
Girardeau. For the past 25 years, the adminis-
tration and staff of the home have made the
care of our nation’s heroes their number one
priority.

The Missouri Veterans Home of Cape
Girardeau serves as a prominent asset to the
well being of our veterans by providing them
with medical care, counseling services, and
documentation assistance they need and de-
serve. | am very proud of their service to the
community of Cape Girardeau and the sur-
rounding area.

For their tireless effort and devotion to serv-
ing our veterans in Missouri, it is my pleasure
to recognize the 25th Anniversary of the Mis-
souri Veterans Home of Cape Girardeau.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 11, 2015

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call num-
ber 326 | am recorded as a Nay. | would like
to reflect my intention was to vote Yea.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE QUAD COUNTY
URBAN LEAGUE AND THE STU-
DENTS PARTICIPATING IN TO-
MORROW’S SCIENTISTS, TECHNI-
CIANS, AND MANAGERS AND
PROJECT READY

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 11, 2015
Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

recognize the Quad County Urban League
and the students participating in two of its im-

portant programs: Tomorrow’s Scientists,
Technicians, and Managers, and Project
Ready.

For over twenty years, the Quad County
Urban League has sponsored Tomorrow’s Sci-
entists, Technicians, and Managers in an ef-
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fort to inspire young minority students to pur-
sue their goals. Over 1,800 students have
benefited from the tutoring, workshops, college
visits, and guest speakers provided by the
program. Students who have completed the
program maintain excellent grade point aver-
ages, receive thousands of dollars in scholar-
ships, and contribute countless hours giving
back to their community.

More recently, the Quad County Urban
League has introduced Project Ready, a pro-
gram with the goal of familiarizing minority stu-
dents and their families with the college deci-
sion making process. By introducing concepts
like college admissions and financial aid early
on, Project Ready prepares a path for strong
academic students to pursue post-secondary
STEM Education.

Congratulations to the Quad County Urban
League and the students who have partici-
pated in these rigorous programs. Real dif-
ferences are being made in our communities
because of programs like Tomorrow’s Sci-
entists, Technicians, and Managers, and
Project Ready.

————

RECOGNIZING THE PUERTO RICAN
FAMILY INSTITUTE

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2015

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to an organization that has evolved into
an important anchor in both New York City
and in Puerto Rico. The Puerto Rican Family
Institute (PRFI) provides a wide range of crit-
ical social and health services, strengthening
our neighborhoods.

For some of our youngest neighbors, PRFI
operates 35 Head Start centers located in
Brooklyn, the Bronx and San Juan, Puerto
Rico. 1,396 children benefit from this initiative,
which provides pre-school children of low-in-
come families a comprehensive child develop-
ment program to meet their educational, emo-
tional, social, health and nutritional needs. In
addition, the Institute operates four full-day
Universal Pre-K classrooms serving over 60
children in Brooklyn and the Bronx.

On the other end of the age spectrum, PRFI
is equally committed to caring for the seniors
in our community. The Life Line Center for
Latino Seniors is based at the Brooklyn Mental
Health Clinic, and offers seniors counseling,
assistance with obtaining financial entitle-
ments, referrals for medical services, food
stamp assistance, as well as group and peer
support.

Mental health services are also part of
PRFI’s portfolio. The Children’s Intensive Case
Management Program targets assistance to
emotionally disturbed children in need of clin-
ical case management and supervision. In ad-
dition PRFI runs a center helping emotionally
disturbed adolescents, and provides adult sup-
portive services to homeless mentally ill indi-
viduals. 1,128 clients benefit from this service,
making it the largest in our state.

Housing assistance is made available to de-
velopmentally disabled individuals through
PRFI's quality community based residential
services, which aims to provide skills that will
enable program beneficiaries to live as inde-
pendently as possible.

E883

Mr. Speaker, | could go on. From health
services, to nutritional programs, PRFI helps
meet the needs of ten thousand families and
children residing in New York and Puerto
Rico. The assistance offered extends well be-
yond the Latino community reaching individ-
uals of all backgrounds. What all of PRFI’s
programs have in common is that they provide
a helping hand to some of our most vulnerable
neighbors. Whether it is the senior citizen
struggling to get by on a fixed income, a low-
income family endeavoring to raise children or
a developmentally disabled person wanting to
lead a richer life, PRFI harnesses the
strengths of our community to assist them.

—

BULK DATA COLLECTION
TRAMPLES OUR RIGHTS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the unre-
stricted and unconstitutional bulk data collec-
tion program started by the NSA represents
the worst of the Washington Machine.

A recent poll shows that a majority of Ameri-
cans agree.

The government should not have the au-
thority to collect information without first ob-
taining a warrant. Period.

Our Founders feared a government powerful
enough to commit unreasonable searches and
seizures, so they crafted the Fourth Amend-
ment to protect our right to privacy.

Though technology has evolved and con-
tinues to do so, the Constitution remains the
same.

Gone are the days where Americans use
their cellphones exclusively for phone calls
and text messages.

Many people also use their phones for daily
activities from tracking their steps to logging
their finances or inputting what they ate that
day.

The Fourth Amendment protects our phone
conversations, our emails, our texts, our Inter-
net history, our bank statements and more.

The NSA bulk-collection program tramples
our rights.

Recently, the 2nd U.S. Court of Appeals
deemed this bulk collection of data illegal.

Now, some members of Congress are trying
to pass a law that allows this illegal surveil-
lance to continue, and | will not stand for it.

The House of Representatives recently
passed the USA Freedom Act, which makes
some steps to limit data collection under Sec-
tion 215 of the Patriot Act; however, the bill
does nothing to limit government spying under
Section 702 of the FISA Amendments Act.

Contrary to claims that the House bill would
“end bulk surveillance,” the truth is it would
not.

The NSA uses Section 702 as a means to
gather not only data, but actual content of
communications—content of your phone calls,
texts and emails. Section 702 is more intrusive
than Section 215.

In the course of this collection, the content
of American citizens, many of whom have
done nothing wrong or illegal, is also col-
lected.

Current law allows law enforcement to then
search through this data for information and
they can do so without a warrant.
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