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start to turn the place around. It is a
process that isn’t pleasant, but every-
one from principals to teachers to stu-
dents to parents, they understand the
consequences of the failure of that
school system to improve. I believe
that we need a similar mechanism at
the VA when medical centers continue
to fail our veterans. That is why I am
preparing legislation that will allow
the Washington VA to do that.

My constituents, my veterans in Ala-
bama, are getting the worst healthcare
services that this country could pro-
vide. They deserve better.

——————

TEXAS AND THE IMMIGRATION
DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tllinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. What does that
bumper sticker say? ‘‘Don’t mess with
Texas.”” Well, I am about to not follow
that advice.

You see, Texas has put itself front
and center in the national debate over
immigration and is leading the way
among the 26 States suing the Federal
Government to stop the lawful and sen-
sible executive actions introduced by
the President. The court case that has
gotten so much national attention is
Texas v. The United States.

The 25 other States with Republican
Governors and attorneys general who
are suing the country play second fid-
dle to Texas. A week ago, in the Fifth
Circuit in New Orleans, a three-judge
panel issued a split decision. They did
not issue a stay to the injunction of
the President’s executive actions im-
posed by a lower court, you guessed it,
in Texas. Two out of three judges ruled
that Texas would likely be found to
have standing to bring the lawsuit be-
cause Texas would have to issue more
driver’s licenses to long-term Texas
residents.

Now, please note that we are not
talking about free driver’s licenses. We
are talking about driver’s licenses at
the same cost everyone else pays. As a
matter of fact, they could raise the
price of the driver’s licenses. Somehow,
having more licensed drivers who can
drive legally in Texas and across the
country and who know the rules of the
road is an unreasonable burden on the
State of Texas, according to the politi-
cians who run the State.

So Texas is holding up the implemen-
tation of the program around the coun-
try for as many as 4 million people who
live in American families. Who would
these licensed drivers be? They would
be immigrants who have U.S. citizen
children. They would have lived and
worked in American neighborhoods for
years, shopped at the same grocery
stores, and taken their kids to the
same parks and schools as citizens do.
They would have submitted their fin-
gerprints for a criminal background
check at their own expense.

So while most Americans no longer
believe we should be trying to deport
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all 11 million undocumented immi-
grants, and especially not those with
deep roots in the U.S. with families,
the politicians who run the State of
Texas believe we should.

Lived in the U.S. for 5 years or more?
10? 15? Driving to work anyway? Own a
business that employs citizens? Too
bad. The Republican leaders in Texas
do not want you to be able to work on
the books, pay your full share of local
and Federal taxes, and pay for a driv-
er’s license so you could drive legally.
No. That would be a burden.
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Reality and Texas should really get
to know one another.

Now, let’s remember that this is the
same set of Texas politicians—includ-
ing the Governor and some Republican
Members of Congress—who are reluc-
tant to tell some of their voters that
no, in fact, President Obama does not
have a secret plan to use Walmart de-
partment stores as internment camps
for gunowners, which is the latest con-
spiracy theory promoted by Chuck
Norris.

We can all get a chuckle about Oper-
ation Jade Helm—the alleged U.S.
military invasion of Texas—but it is
not as funny when we begin to realize
that for many Republicans in the Re-
publican Party in Texas, crazy is a con-
stituency that must be dealt with deli-
cately.

So I want to end by speaking directly
to the millions of families who are
waiting for Texas politicians and
judges to stop the delay tactics.

And I will use the language many of
them speak and which God understands
as well, or at least I assume he speaks
Spanish because he named his only son
Jesus.

I will summarize my remarks first in
English.

The message is that we will not give
up hope and cannot stop pushing for
the implementation of the President’s
executive actions just because politi-
cians have prevented something impor-
tant from happening—again.

That is why I am inviting people in
Chicago to join me on Saturday in Lit-
tle Village so we can renew our com-
mitment to prepare ourselves for
DACA and DAPA.

(English translation of the statement
made in Spanish is as follows:)

Don’t give up.

There are Republican politicians in
Texas and elsewhere trying to block
our way towards implementation of
DACA and DAPA and they want us to
lose heart, lose patience, and lose our
resolve.

But we must stay strong and prepare
ourselves and our brothers and sisters
and our neighbors to be ready when—
eventually—the court rules in favor of
America’s immigrants.

I will continue fighting and I need
your help. If you live in Chicago come
join us on Saturday morning in Little
Village at Iglesia Santa Inez de Bohe-
mia.
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And wherever you live, continue
fighting and preparing your neighbors
and yourselves to keep our families to-
gether and make sure we are not de-
porting those who are assets to our
country.

iNo se rinden!

Hay politicos republicanos en Tejas y
en otros lugares tratando de bloquear
nuestro camino hacia la
implementacion de DACA y DAPA y
quieren hacernos perder la esperanza,
perder la paciencia y perder nuestra
determinacion.

Pero hay que permanecer fuertes y
preparandonos a nosotros mismos, a
nuestros hermanos y hermanas y a
nuestros vecinos para estar listos
cuando la corte finalmente resuelva a
favor del Presidente y de los
inmigrantes en Estados Unidos.

Voy a seguir luchando y necesito su
ayuda. Si usted vive en Chicago venga
y unase a nosotros el sabado en la
manana en la Iglesia de Santa Inés de
Bohemia en La Villita.

Y dondequiera que ustedes vivan,
sigan luchando y preparando a sus
vecinos y a ustedes mismos para
mantener a nuestras familias unidas y
asegurarnos de que no estemos
deportando aquellos que son un gran
valor a nuestro pais.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois will provide the
Clerk a translation of his remarks.

———

BERTIE’S RESPECT FOR NATIONAL
CEMETERIES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) for 5
minutes.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, our
national military cemeteries are hal-
lowed ground. And I ask my colleagues
to agree and support my bill, H.R. 2490,
Bertie’s Respect for National Ceme-
teries Act.

On October 15, 1969, in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, a man named George
Emery Siple shot and Kkilled Bertha
Smith, known to everyone as ‘‘Bertie.”
Siple was convicted of the murder and
sentenced to life in prison without pa-
role. Thirty years later, he died in pris-
on. Because he was a military veteran,
he was buried in Indiantown Gap Na-
tional Cemetery in 1999.

He was buried there despite a Federal
law that was passed in 1997. That law
said that veterans convicted of Federal
or State capital crimes are not per-
mitted to be buried in Veterans Affairs
national cemeteries or Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

For Bertie Smith’s family, this is a
heart-wrenching situation that has
gone on for three decades. Jackie Katz,
Bertie’s daughter, has called it ‘‘hell”
and a ‘‘horror’” to live with the fact
that George Siple was memorialized
and buried with full military honors.

When I first began to look into this
issue, it was clear to me that it was as
frustrating as it was heartbreaking.

Back in 1997, led by our Pennsylvania
Senators, Congress passed a law that



June 3, 2015

said that veterans found guilty of cap-
ital crimes could not be buried in our
national veterans cemeteries. At the
time, you may remember, the country
was still reeling from the Oklahoma
City bombing. And veterans every-
where were justifiably appalled that
Timothy McVeigh, a military veteran,
could be buried with full military hon-
ors.

Now, McVeigh did not receive that
burial. But a major problem we discov-
ered was that the law was not actively
enforced for others until 2006.

Since then, the VA has relied on an
“honor system,” which requires family
members to willingly report their rel-
ative’s criminal record.

In 2013, Congress once again sought
to protect our VA national cemeteries
by passing a law to explicitly allow the
VA to remove veterans from ceme-
teries if they had been convicted of a
Federal or State capital crime. How-
ever, this law does not extend to vet-
erans buried between 1997 and 2013, a
time period that includes George
Emery Siple.

That is why I have introduced
Bertie’s Respect for National Ceme-
teries Act. What this law will do is re-
quire Veterans Affairs to take every
reasonable action to ensure that a vet-
eran is eligible to be buried, including
searching public criminal records. It
will clarify Congress’ original intent by
providing Veterans Affairs the explicit
authority to remove veterans con-
victed of capital crimes who were
wrongly buried after 1997. And it will
specifically provide for the removal of
George Emery Siple from Indiantown
Gap National Cemetery.

This bill really only reaffirms what
Congress intended in the first place.
And it enjoys the support of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars.

There were precedents for the re-
moval of convicted murderers from
veterans cemeteries—from Arlington
National Cemetery and VA cemeteries
in Michigan and Oregon, to name just a
few.

Additionally, nothing in the bill
would withdraw previous military hon-
ors, such as Purple Hearts or medals
for valor, otherwise earned by the de-
ceased veterans.

The discussion of military veterans
who have been convicted of murder
often raises the issue of mental health
treatment and posttraumatic stress
disorder. There is no question that
PTSD is a real condition affecting
many servicemen and -women, and I
have always stood for funding the eval-
uation and treatment of those who
may be afflicted.

That said, those who have been con-
victed of capital murder by our judicial
system have been declared guilty of the
worst offense possible, and any miti-
gating factors would have been consid-
ered at trial and sentencing.

I don’t think it is too much to say
that murderers should not be buried
next to true American heroes. And the
memories of victims like Bertie Smith
should not be disregarded.
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I ask my colleagues for their support
in saying that real, true honor really
means something in our national mili-
tary cemeteries.

———

HONORING OFFICER GREGG
BENNER OF THE RIO RANCHO
POLICE DEPARTMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Mexico (Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN) for 5
minutes. ;

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Offi-
cer Gregg Benner of the Rio Rancho
Police Department, who was killed in
the line of duty on May 25.

I offer my heartfelt condolences to
the family and loved ones of Officer
Benner as they mourn the loss of a hus-
band, father, grandfather, and friend
who was taken from them far too soon.

Officer Benner dedicated his life to
protecting his community and his
country. From his career in the United
States Air Force to his last 4 years
serving as a member of the Rio Rancho
Police Department, Officer Benner put
his health and safety on the line to
make us safer.

The same was true last week. When
most of us were settling down after a
long Memorial Day weekend with fam-
ily and friends, Officer Benner was
doing his duty to protect the people of
Rio Rancho. When he didn’t return
that evening, Officer Benner left be-
hind a legacy of valor of service.

The loss of any police officer is a
painful reminder of the dangers that
they face each and every day. While we
are shaken by Officer Benner’s loss, we
can take comfort in the memories that
he left behind for all who knew him
and the example that he set for all
those in the community.

Rio Rancho is a tight-knit commu-
nity, and while a tragedy such as this
is unexpected and shocking, the re-
sponse has brought out the best of its
residents, who have displayed an out-
pouring of support and sympathy. My
thoughts and prayers are with Officer
Benner’s family, friends, fellow offi-
cers, and the entire Rio Rancho com-
munity, and I hope that they find
peace in this most difficult time.

Officer Benner, thank you for your
service, and may you rest in peace.

————
STUDENT LOAN DEBT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, costs simply explode on any-
thing that the Federal Government
subsidizes because there are simply not
the same incentives or pressures to
hold down costs as there are in the pri-
vate sector.

Over the last several weeks, many
thousands of young people have grad-
uated from our colleges and univer-
sities burdened with sizable student
loan debts.
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It shocks the students of today when
I tell them that tuition cost only $90 a
quarter my freshman year at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee in 1965-66—$270 for
a whole school year. I once heard
House Minority Whip STENY HOYER say
it cost only $87 a semester when he
started at the University of Maryland.

Students today think the Federal
student loan program is one of the best
things that ever happened to them. Ac-
tually, it may be one of the worst.
Until that program started in the mid-
1960s, college tuition and fees went up
very slowly, roughly at the rate of in-
flation.

After the Federal Government de-
cided to ‘“‘help’” students and start sub-
sidizing these costs, tuition and fees
started going up three or four times
the rate of inflation almost every year.

Last year, columnist Kathleen
Parker wrote in The Washington Post
that since 1985, the cost of higher edu-
cation has increased 538 percent, while
the Consumer Price Index—inflation—
over the same period has gone up 121
percent.

Colleges and universities were able to
tamp down opposition to fee increases
by telling students not to worry, they
could just borrow the money.

When I was an undergraduate at UT
and later in law school at George
Washington, students could work part
time, as I always did, and pay all their
college expenses. No one got out of
school with a debt because of tuition
and fees. Now almost everyone does.

Now, 40 million Americans owe
money on student loans. Outstanding
student loan debts now total over $1.3
trillion. Some analysts think it may be
a bubble about to burst.

Floyd Norris, writing in the Inter-
national New York Times, said: ‘“Stu-
dent loans are creating large problems
that may persist for decades. They will
impoverish some borrowers and serve
as a drain on economic activity.”

Hedge fund manager James Altucher
wrote that ‘“‘we’re graduating a genera-
tion of indentured students.”

Ohio University economist Richard
Vedder several years ago wrote a book
entitled, ‘‘Going Broke by Degree.”

Richard Vedder, in an article last Au-
gust, wrote that ‘‘a political storm is
brewing in Washington over the con-
sequences of rising college costs.” He
added that ‘‘the biggest single cause of
this financial problem, and a contrib-
utor to many other weaknesses in our
economy, is the dysfunctional, Byzan-
tine system of Federal financial assist-
ance for college students.”’

Mr. Vedder pointed out that before
the late 1970s, Federal financial aid
programs for colleges were modest in
size, and tuition went up an average of
only 1 percent above the inflation rate.

“Since 1978, he wrote, ‘‘in an era of
rapidly growing Federal financial as-
sistance programs, annual tuition in-
creases have been 3 to 4 percent a year
beyond the inflation rate.”

In 1987, William Bennett, the Sec-
retary of Education, said: ‘‘Increases in
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