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By Ms. CANTWELL: 

S. 1432. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Energy to conduct a study on the tech-
nology, potential lifecycle energy savings, 
and economic impact of recycled carbon 
fiber, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. 1433. A bill to amend title 23, United 
States Code, to improve highway safety and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. HEINRICH: 
S. 1434. A bill to amend the Public Utility 

Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 to establish 
an energy storage portfolio standard, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. CASEY: 
S. 1435. A bill to amend the Public Health 

Service Act to promote awareness of organ 
donation and the need to increase the pool of 
available organs; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr. 
HELLER): 

S. 1436. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Interior to take land into trust for cer-
tain Indian tribes, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. BOXER, 
Mr. ENZI, and Mr. BURR): 

S. 1437. A bill to amend title 32, United 
States Code, to authorize and provide flexi-
bility for the use of the National Guard for 
support of civilian firefighting activities; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Ms. AYOTTE (for herself, Mr. GARD-
NER, Mrs. ERNST, Mr. BURR, Mr. 
JOHNSON, Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. HELL-
ER): 

S. 1438. A bill to allow women greater ac-
cess to safe and effective contraception; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mr. REED): 

S. 1439. A bill to amend part E of title IV 
of the Social Security Act to allow States 
that provide foster care for children up to 
age 21 to serve former foster youths through 
age 23 under the John H. Chafee Foster Care 
Independence Program; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 1440. A bill to amend the Federal Credit 

Union Act to exclude a loan secured by a 
non-owner occupied 1- to 4-family dwelling 
from the definition of a member business 
loan, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. PAUL (for himself and Mr. 
SCHATZ): 

S. 1441. A bill to prevent the militarization 
of Federal, State, and local law enforcement 
by Federal excess property transfers and 
grant programs; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. 1442. A bill to amend the Federal Crop 
Insurance Act to strike a provision relating 
to the budget neutrality of any renegotiated 
Standard Reinsurance Agreement; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 1443. A bill to amend the Indian Employ-
ment, Training and Related Services Dem-
onstration Act of 1992 to facilitate the abil-
ity of Indian tribes to integrate the employ-
ment, training, and related services from di-
verse Federal sources, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND): 

S. 1444. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reduce the rate of tax re-
garding the taxation of distilled spirits; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Ms. 
CANTWELL): 

S. 1445. A bill to improve the Microloan 
Program of the Small Business Administra-
tion; to the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. 

By Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself and Ms. 
COLLINS): 

S. 1446. A bill to establish the Stop, Ob-
serve, Ask, and Respond to Health and 
Wellness Training pilot program to address 
human trafficking in the health care system; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Ms. 
COLLINS): 

S. 1447. A bill to provide for the implemen-
tation of a Sustainable Chemistry Program, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. 1448. A bill to designate the Frank 
Moore Wild Steelhead Sanctuary in the 
State of Oregon; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself and 
Mr. PETERS): 

S. 1449. A bill to amend the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 to add cer-
tain medium-duty and heavy-duty vehicles 
to the advanced technology vehicles manu-
facturing incentive program; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. HIRONO: 
S. 1450. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to allow the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to modify the hours of employ-
ment of physicians and physician assistants 
employed on a full-time basis by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs; to the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. HIRONO: 
S. 1451. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to adjudicate and pay sur-
vivor’s benefits without requiring the filing 
of a formal claim, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. HIRONO: 
S. 1452. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to expand eligibility for reim-
bursements for emergency medical treat-
ment and to require that the Department of 
Veterans Affairs be treated as a partici-
pating provider for the recovery of the costs 
of certain medical care, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. SCHUMER: 
S. 1453. A bill to amend part B of title 

XVIII of the Social Security Act to apply 
deemed enrollment to residents of Puerto 
Rico and to provide a special enrollment pe-
riod and a reduction in the late enrollment 
penalties for certain residents of Puerto 
Rico; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr. 
BLUNT): 

S. 1454. A bill to enhance interstate com-
merce by creating a National Hiring Stand-
ard for Motor Carriers; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAIN, and Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. Res. 183. A resolution calling for suspen-
sion of construction of artificial land forma-
tions on islands, reefs, shoals, and other fea-
tures of the Spratly Islands and for a peace-
ful and multilateral resolution to the South 
China Sea territorial dispute; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. 
WARREN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. UDALL, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. PETERS, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
CARDIN, and Mr. DURBIN): 

S. Res. 184. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that conversion therapy, 
including efforts by mental health practi-
tioners to change the sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or gender expression of an 
individual, is dangerous and harmful and 
should be prohibited from being practiced on 
minors; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. REID, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KIRK, 
Mr. HELLER, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. CARDIN, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. CASEY, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MARKEY, and Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR): 

S. Res. 185. A resolution recognizing the 
significance of May 2015 as Asian/Pacific 
American Heritage Month and as an impor-
tant time to celebrate the significant con-
tributions of Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers to the history of the United States; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mrs. 
BOXER): 

S. Res. 186. A resolution designating the 
week of May 17 through May 23, 2015, as ‘‘Na-
tional Public Works Week’’; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
ISAKSON, and Mr. SCHATZ): 

S. Res. 187. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of the month of May 2015, 
as ‘‘National Bladder Cancer Awareness 
Month’’; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 171 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
171, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for coverage 
under the beneficiary travel program of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs of 
certain disabled veterans for travel in 
connection with certain special disabil-
ities rehabilitation, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 197 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 197, a bill to amend the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 to award grants to States to im-
prove delivery of high-quality assess-
ments, and for other purposes. 

S. 241 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
241, a bill to amend title 38, United 
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States Code, to provide for the pay-
ment of temporary compensation to a 
surviving spouse of a veteran upon the 
death of the veteran, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 280 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 280, a bill to improve the efficiency, 
management, and interagency coordi-
nation of the Federal permitting proc-
ess through reforms overseen by the 
Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget, and for other purposes. 

S. 293 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
293, a bill to amend the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 to establish a proce-
dure for approval of certain settle-
ments. 

S. 352 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 352, a bill to amend section 5000A 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
provide an additional religious exemp-
tion from the individual health cov-
erage mandate, and for other purposes. 

S. 423 
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
423, a bill to amend the Gramm-Leach- 
Bliley Act to provide an exception to 
the annual written privacy notice re-
quirement. 

S. 441 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 441, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to 
clarify the Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s jurisdiction over certain tobacco 
products, and to protect jobs and small 
businesses involved in the sale, manu-
facturing and distribution of tradi-
tional and premium cigars. 

S. 453 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 453, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide grants to 
States to streamline State require-
ments and procedures for veterans with 
military emergency medical training 
to become civilian emergency medical 
technicians. 

S. 607 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 607, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
for a five-year extension of the rural 
community hospital demonstration 
program, and for other purposes. 

S. 626 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING), the Senator from New Jersey 

(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from Ha-
waii (Mr. SCHATZ) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1121, a bill to amend the 
Horse Protection Act to designate ad-
ditional unlawful acts under the Act, 
strengthen penalties for violations of 
the Act, improve Department of Agri-
culture enforcement of the Act, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1126 

At the request of Mr. COONS, the 
names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. GARDNER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1126, a bill to modify 
and extend the National Guard State 
Partnership Program. 

S. 1140 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1140, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Army and the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency to 
propose a regulation revising the defi-
nition of the term ‘‘waters of the 
United States’’, and for other purposes. 

S. 1183 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1183, a bill to increase 
the participation of women, girls, and 
underrepresented minorities in STEM 
fields, to encourage and support stu-
dents from all economic backgrounds 
to pursue STEM career opportunities, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1188 

At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1188, a bill to provide for a temporary, 
emergency authorization of defense ar-
ticles, defense services, and related 
training directly to the Kurdistan Re-
gional Government, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1214 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1214, a bill to pre-
vent human health threats posed by 
the consumption of equines raised in 
the United States. 

S. 1252 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1252, a bill to authorize a comprehen-
sive strategic approach for United 
States foreign assistance to developing 
countries to reduce global poverty and 
hunger, achieve food and nutrition se-
curity, promote inclusive, sustainable, 
agricultural-led economic growth, im-
prove nutritional outcomes, especially 
for women and children, build resil-
ience among vulnerable populations, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1381 

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, her 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1381, a bill to require the President to 

make the text of trade agreements 
available to the public in order for 
those agreements to receive expedited 
consideration from Congress. 

S. 1382 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1382, a bill to prohibit dis-
crimination in adoption or foster care 
placements based on the sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, or marital 
status of any prospective adoptive or 
foster parent, or the sexual orientation 
or gender identity of the child in-
volved. 

S. 1389 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1389, a bill to authorize 
exportation of consumer communica-
tions devices to Cuba and the provision 
of telecommunications services to 
Cuba, and for other purposes. 

S. 1393 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1393, a bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency to include in each regulatory 
impact analysis for a proposed or final 
rule an analysis that does not include 
any other proposed or unimplemented 
rule. 

S. 1400 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1400, a bill to amend the Small 
Business Act to direct the task force of 
the Office of Veterans Business Devel-
opment to provide access to and man-
age the distribution of excess or sur-
plus property to veteran-owned small 
businesses. 

S. CON. RES. 17 
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 17, a concurrent 
resolution establishing a joint select 
committee to address regulatory re-
form. 

S. RES. 143 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator 
from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 143, a 
resolution supporting efforts to ensure 
that students have access to debt-free 
higher education. 

S. RES. 176 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 176, a resolution des-
ignating September 2015 as ‘‘National 
Brain Aneurysm Awareness Month’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1246 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 1246 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 1314, a 
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bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to provide for a right to an 
administrative appeal relating to ad-
verse determinations of tax-exempt 
status of certain organizations. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1273 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 1273 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 1314, a 
bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to provide for a right to an 
administrative appeal relating to ad-
verse determinations of tax-exempt 
status of certain organizations. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1299 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 1299 proposed to H.R. 
1314, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for a right 
to an administrative appeal relating to 
adverse determinations of tax-exempt 
status of certain organizations. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1343 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW), the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator 
from Minnesota (Mr. FRANKEN) and the 
Senator from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 1343 intended to be proposed 
to H.R. 1314, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for 
a right to an administrative appeal re-
lating to adverse determinations of 
tax-exempt status of certain organiza-
tions. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1371 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 1371 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1314, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for a right to an administrative 
appeal relating to adverse determina-
tions of tax-exempt status of certain 
organizations. 

At the request of Ms. WARREN, her 
name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 1371 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1314, supra. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1387 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the names of the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) and the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
1387 intended to be proposed to H.R. 
1314, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for a right 
to an administrative appeal relating to 
adverse determinations of tax-exempt 
status of certain organizations. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. REED (for himself and 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 1414. A bill to amend the Magnu-
son-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act to add Rhode Island 
to the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Manage-

ment Council; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today, 
along with my colleague Senator 
WHITEHOUSE, I am introducing the 
Rhode Island Fishermen’s Fairness Act 
of 2015. 

This legislation seeks to extend sim-
ple fairness to our State’s fishermen by 
giving Rhode Island voting representa-
tion on the Mid-Atlantic Fishery-Man-
agement Council MAFMC. The council 
manages stocks, like squid, which are 
critically important to the fishing in-
dustry in my State. Rhode Island’s 
commercial fishing industry depends 
more on MAFMC-managed stocks than 
those managed by the New England 
Fisheries Management Council, where 
Rhode Island is a member. More than 
that, Rhode Island has a larger stake 
in the Mid-Atlantic fishery than many 
of the states that currently hold seats 
on the MAFMC. 

This is not a new proposal, nor is it 
unprecedented. North Carolina was 
added to the MAFMC through an 
amendment to the Sustainable Fish-
eries Act in 1996. In addition, the last 
reauthorization of the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Fishery Conservation and Man-
agement Act required a report on this 
issue. Now it is time to make this 
change. 

I was pleased in the last Congress 
that this legislation was included in 
the Commerce Committee’s discussion 
draft for the reauthorization of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act, as well as in 
the reauthorization bill introduced by 
then-Oceans Subcommittee Chairman 
Mark Begich at the end of last year. I 
hope that in this Congress we can take 
this commonsense step to bring fair-
ness to Rhode Island’s fishermen. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY: 
S. 1418. A bill to amend title 28, 

United States Code, to provide an In-
spector General for the judicial branch, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today I am reintroducing the Judicial 
Transparency and Ethics Enhancement 
Act, a bill that would establish within 
the judicial branch an Office of Inspec-
tor General to assist the Judiciary 
with its ethical obligations as well as 
to ensure taxpayer dollars are not lost 
to waste, fraud, or abuse. This bill will 
help ensure that our Federal judicial 
system remains free of corruption, 
bias, and hypocrisy. 

The facts demonstrate that the insti-
tution of the Inspector General has 
been crucial in detecting, exposing and 
deterring problems within our govern-
ment. The job of the Inspector General 
is to be the first line of defense against 
fraud, waste and abuse. In collabora-
tion with whistleblowers, Inspectors 
General have been extremely effective 
in their efforts to expose and help cor-
rect these wrongs. 

That is why, during my many years 
in Congress, I have worked hard to 

strengthen the oversight role of Inspec-
tors General throughout the Federal 
government. I have come to rely on IGs 
and whistleblowers, to ensure that our 
tax dollars are spent according to the 
letter and spirit of the law. When that 
doesn’t happen, we in Congress need to 
know about it and take corrective ac-
tion. 

During the past fiscal year, Congress 
appropriated nearly $7 billion in tax-
payer money to the Federal judiciary. 
To put this in context, the Small Busi-
ness Administration and the Corpora-
tion for National and Community Serv-
ice each received a similar or less 
amount than the judiciary. Yet both of 
these entities have an Office of Inspec-
tor General. If we in Congress believed 
that these entities could use an Inspec-
tor General, I cannot see why the Judi-
ciary wouldn’t deserve the same assist-
ance. 

But there is an additional reason why 
the Judiciary needs an Inspector Gen-
eral. The fact remains that the current 
practice of self-regulation of judges 
with respect to ethics and the judicial 
code of conduct has time and time 
again proven inadequate. I would point 
out to my colleagues two recent events 
here in the Senate that support this 
conclusion. 

In the past 6 years, the Senate re-
ceived articles of impeachment for not 
one but two Federal judges. In the first 
case, former Judge Samuel B. Kent, al-
though charged with multiple counts of 
sexual assault, pled guilty to obstruc-
tion of justice. Who did he obstruct? 
Who did he lie to? He did this to his fel-
low judges, who were assembled to in-
vestigate the allegations of his obscene 
and criminal behavior. But it took a 
criminal investigation by the Depart-
ment of Justice to uncover his false 
statements to his colleagues as well as 
substantiate the horrendous claims 
made against him. 

In the second case, the Senate found 
former Judge G. Thomas Porteous, Jr. 
guilty on multiple articles of impeach-
ment, including accepting money from 
attorneys who had a case pending be-
fore him in his court and committing 
perjury by falsifying his name on bank-
ruptcy filings. Once again, this Judge’s 
misbehavior came to light through a 
Federal criminal investigation, after 
which another judicial committee had 
to be organized to investigate their fel-
low judge. 

What’s more, in each case the dis-
graced judge tried to game the system 
in order to retain his $174,000 salary. 
Rather than resign their commissions, 
each first tried to claim disability sta-
tus that would allow each to continue 
to receive payment, even if in prison. 
Then both played chicken with Con-
gress daring us to strip them of their 
pay by impeaching and convicting 
them. I am pleased that we put our 
foot down and said ‘‘No.’’ 

This bill would establish an Office of 
Inspector General for the judicial 
branch. The IG’s responsibilities would 
include conducting investigations of 
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