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HONORING THE LIFE OF ANTHONY
“TONY” ROSSI

HON. ADAM KINZINGER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 8, 2015

Mr. KINZINGER of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life of a great Amer-
ican: Anthony “Tony” Rossi.

Tony was born in ltaly and his family immi-
grated to the United States when he was
young. He grew up in Hoboken, New Jersey
and graduated from Demarest High School.
Throughout his life he answered the call to
serve; beginning in World War Il, he joined the
Army Air Corps and served as a bombardier.
During the war, he was captured and held as
a Prisoner of War in Germany for 18 months.
His family says those experiences were trans-
formational. When Tony returned home to Ho-
boken, his approach was: Keep your problems
in perspective; accept each day as a blessing;
and treasure your family and friends.

During the Korean War, Tony again an-
swered the call to serve and, following the
conflict, continued a career in the Air Force in
Japan, England, and throughout the United
States. After retirement from the Air Force,
Tony worked for General Electric for 16 years
and later retired to Florida in 1987.

He is survived by his wife of 42 years, Ei-
leen Rossi; son, Michael (Marsha) Rossi;
daughter Renee (Robert) Faiks; and son,
Charles Rossi; 6 grandchildren: Chris (Laura)
Rossi, Karen (Rich) Rossi Pickup, Preston
(Kristi) Faiks, Grant (Kim) Faiks, Gillian and
William Rossi; and 6 great grandchildren: Au-
drey and Lillian Faiks, Jason and Sarah Faiks,
Daniela Rossi, Jack Pickup.

Mr. Speaker, today marks the 70th Anniver-
sary of Victory in Europe Day and it is a great
honor to recognize and celebrate Tony’s hon-
orable service to our country and reflect on his
life. In June, our country will honor his service
with a funeral at Arlington National Cemetery.

God bless Tony Rossi, his family, and the
United States of America.

———

RECOGNIZING CHASE EWOLDT FOR
HIS COURAGE AND SERVICE

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 8, 2015

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
rise today to recognize Chase Ewoldt, a
brave, strong, and exceptional young man
from the Sixth District of lllinois. Chase was
recently named one of the five ambassadors
nationwide for the St. Baldrick’s foundation.

In July 2012, at the age of two, Chase was
diagnosed with a rare, aggressive brain and
spinal cancer. Experts believe this specific
type of cancer is found in just 100 to 200 new
patients every year in the United States and

Chase was only given a 20% chance of sur-
vival. Over the next 14 months, his family and
friends watched him undergo punishing cancer
therapy every two to three weeks. Most of his
time was spent in and out of hospitals. Never-
theless, Chase beat the odds and survived. In
August of 2013 there was no longer any sign
of the disease in his body.

Chase is not completely out of the woods,
and will most likely struggle with aspects of
the disease for the rest of his life, but for now
the family is celebrating his health and trying
to raise awareness about pediatric cancer, a
testament not only to Chase’s strength and re-
silience, but also the entire family’s compas-
sion and determination to help others. Chase
is an inspiration to all with cancer and | am
sure he will continue to be a light for those in
darkness. As Chase told his mother, “I am a
survivor”. Let us celebrate the life of this sur-
vivor.

Mr. Speaker and Distinguished Colleagues,
please join me in honoring and celebrating
Chase Ewoldt's nomination as a nationwide
ambassador for the St. Baldrick’s foundation.

————

RECOGNIZING THE DODGE CITY
COOPERATIVE FOR 100 YEARS OF
SERVICE

HON. TIM HUELSKAMP

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 8, 2015

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Mr. Speaker, today | rec-
ognize the Dodge City Cooperative. The coop-
erative, now doing business as Pride Ag Re-
sources, is completing 100 years serving
Dodge City and the southwest Kansas area.

As a fifth-generation farmer and one of just
a handful of farmers currently serving in Con-
gress, | understand the important role co-
operatives play in our agricultural economy.
Rural America has long depended on this
unique business structure to move our prod-
ucts to the marketplace.

With the founding of one elevator in Dodge
City in 1915, the hope, vision and needs of
farmers for the past 100 years brought into ex-
istence fourteen additional elevators, four fer-
tilizer locations, two feed mills, six car care
centers, four Ace Hardware stores, plus an-
other store soon. Dodge City Cooperative cur-
rently employs 200 employees with an annual
payroll of over $9.2 million dollars. The hard
work and services offered have filled a critical
need in supplying area farmers, ranchers and
the people of our communities with grain,
feed, supplies and goods.

Thank you to Dodge City Cooperative and
to all of the farmer-owned cooperatives in the
“Big First” district who help strengthen our
rural communities and make Kansas one of
the top agricultural-producing states in the en-
tire country.

WILLIAM C. PHELON, JR.

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 8, 2015

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Technical Sergeant William C.
Phelon, Jr. and his distinguished contributions
to the United States Army Air Force. Mr.
Phelon enlisted in the US Army Air Force im-
mediately after graduating from Mineola High
School in June of 1943 and entered active
service August 16th 1943, the height of Amer-
ican involvement in World War Two. Mr.
Phelon served valiantly for three years until
March of 1946. Technical Sergeant Phelon
flew as part of the illustrious 96th Bombard-
ment Group as the Radio Operator Mechanic
and Waist Gunner of a B-17 Flying Fortress.
In this capacity he was responsible for all
radio equipment aboard the B-17 while in
flight. Technical Sergeant Phelon received
many medals and awards as a result of his
meritorious service to his country, including
the prestigious U.S. Army Air Forces Air
Medal.

In his position as airman, Technical Ser-
geant Phelon participated in Operation Chow-
hound; a humanitarian mission that helped de-
liver over 11,000 tons of food to Nazi occupied
Holland during the Dutch Famine. This mis-
sion was so appreciated by the Dutch people
that commemorative ceremonies have been
held every five years in Holland to remember
the service men that helped feed their starving
people. The Third Air Division of the 8th Air
Force was responsible for delivering 4,103
tons of food of which the 96th Bombardment
Group dropped 366 tons. For his efforts Tech-
nical Sergeant Phelon was awarded the Con-
spicuous Service Cross by Governor Thomas
Dewey on behalf of the people of New York.

Sadly, Mr. Phelon passed away in Decem-
ber, 2014. | rise today in memory of a brave
man who was an exemplary member of the
Armed Forces and the community at large,
and to posthumously thank him for his years
of dedication and service. | hope we all re-
member the courage and dedication shown by
Mr. Phelon in all he did.

RECOGNITION OF CONSTANTINE
(GUS) SARKOS

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 8, 2015

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, | come to the
floor today to honor Mr. Constantine (Gus)
Sarkos. When it comes to fire safety aboard
commercial aircraft, Gus Sarkos is the primary
expert and a national treasure.

As head of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion’s (FAA) Fire Safety Branch, Sarkos and
his team have played an essential and critical
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