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Institutes of Health-funded Alzheimer’s 
disease research centers. 

The University of Kentucky Alz-
heimer’s Disease Center, ably led by 
Director Dr. Linda Van Eldik and her 
outstanding team of scientists and in-
vestigators, supports and facilitates re-
search with a long-term goal of ena-
bling more effective translation of 
complex scientific discoveries to inter-
vention strategies that improve the 
lives of patients. 

The Sanders-Brown scientists are fo-
cused on understanding the mecha-
nisms involved in development and 
progression of age-related 
neurodegenerative diseases, such as 
Alzheimer’s disease and related demen-
tias and stroke, and are seeking new 
knowledge breakthroughs to combat 
these diseases of the elderly. 

This center also promotes education 
and outreach, provides clinical and 
neuropathological diagnoses and care 
of patients with cognitive impairment, 
and runs an active clinical trials pro-
gram to test potential new therapies. 
These activities are critical because, 
with the aging of the population world-
wide and in this country, age-related 
cognitive disorders, such as Alz-
heimer’s disease, are reaching epidemic 
proportions, requiring a desperate need 
to identify strategies for effective 
therapeutic intervention. 

According to a recent report, an esti-
mated 5.3 million Americans have Alz-
heimer’s disease, and that is in 2015 
alone. This includes an estimated 5.1 
million people age 65 and older and ap-
proximately 200,000 individuals under 
the age of 65 who have younger-onset 
Alzheimer’s disease. Barring the devel-
opment of medical breakthroughs, the 
number will rise to 13.8 million by the 
year 2050. 

Almost half a million people age 65 or 
older will develop Alzheimer’s in the 
United States this year alone. To put 
that into perspective, every 67 seconds, 
someone in the United States develops 
Alzheimer’s. By midcentury, an Amer-
ican will develop the disease every 33 
seconds. 

Alzheimer’s disease is the sixth lead-
ing cause of death in the United States 
and fifth leading cause of death for 
those age 65 or older. There is an enor-
mous cost and financial impact of this 
disease. 

Alzheimer’s is, in fact, the costliest 
disease to society. Total 2015 payments 
for caring for those with Alzheimer’s 
and other dementias are estimated at 
$226 billion. Total payments for health 
care, long-term care, and hospice for 
people with Alzheimer’s and other de-
mentias are projected to increase to 
more than $1 trillion in 2050. 

So when we talk about reforming 
Medicare, when we talk about doing 
the things we need to do to save Medi-
care and keep our promises to our sen-
iors, we have to recognize the critical 
importance and the return on invest-
ment that that investment in the Na-
tional Institutes of Health can have. 

I say, in the debates about Medicare 
reform—and these are important de-

bates—let’s pay attention to invest-
ment in the National Institutes of 
Health and particularly the under-
investment in the research that goes 
on in places like the Sanders-Brown 
Center on Aging. 

b 1100 
This can have an enormous impact 

on our ability to keep Medicare solvent 
and also improve the lives of so many 
Americans. So I call on all of my col-
leagues here to join me in thanking ev-
eryone at the University of Kentucky 
Sanders-Brown Center on Aging for 
their contributions to continue the 
fight against Alzheimer’s and other 
diseases of the elderly. 
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IMPACTS OF PERSISTENT POV-
ERTY IN THE AFRICAN AMER-
ICAN COMMUNITY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

EMMER of Minnesota). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise first to 
send my thoughts and prayers to the 
family of Freddie Gray and the entire 
city of Baltimore. Today, another fam-
ily is grieving another young life need-
lessly cut short; and, again, a commu-
nity is searching for answers in the 
face of tragedy and injustice. 

My own community knows this all 
too well. On New Year’s Day 2009, Oscar 
Grant, a bright young man, was mur-
dered on the Fruitvale Bay Area Rapid 
Transit platform in Oakland. Our com-
munity took to the streets demanding 
justice. 

Freddie Gray, Oscar Grant, Mike 
Brown, Tamir Rice, and Trayvon Mar-
tin and the list goes on, all lives cut 
short. Today, their stories compel us to 
come to the House floor to join mil-
lions of Americans around our Nation 
in saying that, like all lives, Black 
lives also do matter. 

Make no mistake, the issues rocking 
many communities are not a new phe-
nomenon. These tragedies, yes, are a 
part of a dark legacy of injustice born 
in the sufferings of the Middle Passage, 
nurtured through slavery, and codified 
in Jim Crow. 

On April 14, 1967, at Stanford Univer-
sity, Dr. King described these issues in 
his ‘‘Two Americas’’ speech. He said, 
‘‘There are literally two Americas. One 
America is overflowing with the milk 
of prosperity and honey of opportunity. 
Tragically and unfortunately, there is 
another America. This other America 
has a daily ugliness about it that con-
stantly transforms the ebulliency of 
hope into the fatigue of despair.’’ 

The ugly fact is that two Americas 
still exist nearly five decades later. An 
African American male is killed by a 
security officer, police officer, or a self- 
proclaimed vigilante every 28 hours in 
the United States. One in three Black 
men will be arrested in their lifetime, 
a reason why men from communities of 
color, unfortunately, make up more 
than 70 percent of the United States 
prison population. 

Sadly, our laws have made having a 
criminal justice record a lifetime bar-
rier to the ‘‘honey of opportunity’’ Dr. 
King described. A formerly incarcer-
ated individual who has paid his or her 
dues to society and is out of jail is still 
denied access to Pell grants, closing off 
the opportunity for higher education 
and a better job. Ten States enforce 
lifetime bans on receiving food assist-
ance, SNAP benefits, for drug-related 
felonies—only drug-related felonies. 

Mr. Speaker, these limitations are 
components of a system that continues 
to punish someone for life for having 
made a mistake. This system main-
tains cyclical and systemic barriers 
that keep generations of African Amer-
icans from building pathways out of 
poverty. 

Recently, the Joint Economic Com-
mittee, under the leadership of Rank-
ing Member CAROLYN B. MALONEY, re-
leased a report with the Congressional 
Black Caucus on the economic state of 
Black America, which Congressman 
BUTTERFIELD laid out the bleak find-
ing. I hope Members recognize this is a 
wake-up call. 

Children in African American house-
holds are nearly twice as likely to be 
raised in the bottom 20 percent of in-
come distribution as children in White 
households; and, while African Amer-
ican students represent 18 percent of 
the overall preschool enrollment, they 
account for 42 percent of preschool stu-
dent expulsion—these are kids ages 2 to 
5 years old—expulsions. These children 
don’t even get a start, let alone a head 
start. 

The link between the economic in-
equality and our broken criminal jus-
tice system and education is crystal 
clear, and Congress must do more to 
break down these systemic barriers. 

Our friend and our colleague, our 
chair of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, said in his inaugural speech when 
he was sworn in, ‘‘America is not work-
ing for many African Americans, and 
we, as the Congressional Black Caucus, 
have an obligation to fight harder and 
smarter to help repair the damage.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, we must come together 
as never before to address the sys-
temic, structural, and rampant racial 
bias endemic in our institutions and 
criminal justice system. 

We have introduced the Half in Ten 
Act, H.R. 258, to create a national 
strategy to cut poverty in half in 10 
years. By coordinating and empowering 
all Federal agencies, we can lift 22 mil-
lion Americans out of poverty and into 
the middle class, but that is only one 
step. We must bring serious structural 
reforms to our broken criminal justice 
system. 

I am proud to be a cosponsor of the 
Stop Militarizing Law Enforcement 
Act, H.R. 1232, because war weapons 
don’t belong on Main Street. We also 
need to pass the Police Accountability 
Act, H.R. 1102, and the Grand Jury Re-
form Act, H.R. 429, to ensure account-
ability and that deadly force cases are 
actually heard by a judge. 
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We also need to stop the racial 

profiling that disproportionally affects 
African Americans. We need to pass the 
End Racial Profiling Act, H.R. 1933, be-
cause racial profiling has no place in a 
21st century police force. 

It is also time to pass ‘‘ban the box’’ 
for Federal contractors and agencies. I 
am proud to be working with our col-
leagues on the Senate side, Senators 
BOOKER and BROWN, to do just that. 

We can’t stop with the criminal jus-
tice system. We have got to create job 
training, workforce training, and eco-
nomic opportunities for people of color 
in marginalized communities who have 
been, unfortunately, impacted by gen-
erations of endemic barriers rooted in 
discrimination. 

f 

BEWARE THE ARROGANCE OF THE 
UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. HUELSKAMP) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to tell you about a brave lady 
named Ellie, whom I met a few years 
ago in Kansas. This is her story. 

One Tuesday morning, back in 1973, 
she opened up her local newspaper to 
read about a U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion that shocked her, outraged her, 
and saddened her. She questioned how 
a small group of unelected judges could 
reach such a tragic and illegitimate de-
cision in the name of constitutional 
rights. 

That case was the fateful Roe v. 
Wade decision that mandated abortion 
on demand throughout all 50 States for 
all 9 months of pregnancy. In response 
to the Court’s ruling, Ellie rushed out 
to the nearest abortion clinic. 

Expecting other outraged Kansans to 
already be there, Ellie found herself 
alone. No one else was there. It seemed 
that the Supreme Court, in far-off 
Washington, had imposed its radical 
decision on Ellie and an entire Nation 
without anyone noticing, few caring, 
and no one responding about the lives 
of the unborn. 

As history does report, that seem-
ingly deafening silence didn’t stay that 
way. Soon, Ellie was joined by others, 
many others. Contrary to the expecta-
tions of the elite lawyers on the Su-
preme Court, their decision did not 
short-circuit or end the debate over 
abortion; rather, over the following 
years, it ignited the debate. 

While the Court still stubbornly 
clings to the ruling, science has ex-
posed its folly. Legal scholars recog-
nize its defects. Most importantly, pub-
lic opinion, from the young to the old, 
has passed them by. Today, an over-
whelming majority of Americans op-
pose an overwhelming percentage of all 
abortions. 

Today, the Supreme Court may be 
tempted to repeat that same mistake. 
They may be emboldened to impose 
again a so-called 50-State solution on 
the entire Nation. By radically at-
tempting to redefine marriage for Ellie 

and the entire country by invalidating 
centuries of marriage laws and by si-
lencing the more than 50 million Amer-
icans—that is 50 million Americans— 
who have voted to protect marriage as 
between one man and one woman, this 
court would, once again, be repeating 
their arrogant mistake of misreading 
both the American public and our 
American Constitution. 

Unlike 1973, I believe that Americans 
are already beginning to engage on this 
issue. This time, Ellie will not be 
alone. If this Supreme Court attempts 
to shred again another foundational as-
pect of our society, there will be a 
strong, quick, and ferocious response, 
for a small group of lawyers should not 
impose their redefinition of marriage 
on every single American State, every 
single American citizen, every single 
American family, and every single 
American church and synagogue. 

Therefore, I implore this Court to 
learn from the Roe v. Wade mistake, do 
its job, read and obey the Constitution, 
and correctly affirm that Ellie and the 
citizens of every one of our united 
States are free to affirm or restore 
marriage as the union of one man and 
one woman. 

f 

TO BE POOR IN AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. RANGEL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I am 
thankful for this opportunity. I feel so 
proud to be an American and be in this 
great country where so many Members 
of Congress have come from families 
and communities that have been poor, 
without the dreams or hopes that they 
would ever be in a position to serve 
this great country in the most august 
legislative body in the world. 

I know I have been through more 
riots than anyone else, coming from 
Harlem and being older than most 
Members; yet, throughout the world, I 
am so proud that people respect our 
country because of the opportunities 
we have here. 

Therefore, to all Americans, it has to 
be painful and embarrassing to see on 
international news or to have our 
international friends think that we are 
a country that allow young, Black men 
to be shot down, murdered, and killed 
and that this is supposed to represent 
America. 

It doesn’t really, in my mind, rep-
resent our country; it represents pov-
erty, but it is so hard for people to be-
lieve that the richest country in the 
world could have this cancer of poverty 
that eats away from so many things 
that we could be doing. 

There were so many dreams and 
hopes when President Obama came in 
and recognized how much you can ac-
complish if you have access to edu-
cation. I was among those who recog-
nized that a bum from Lenox Avenue in 
Harlem, being given an opportunity 
with the GI Bill, can go to New York 
University, go to law school, become a 

Federal prosecutor, and come here in 
Congress. 

I knew, Mr. Speaker, the President 
understood the power of being exposed 
to education and what it has done to 
make America all that she is today, 
but I had no idea of the problems he 
would face as our President, the depth 
of people who wanted to prevent him 
from making a contribution to our 
country, the partisanship that exists 
today, and the pain that I feel now 
when you talk about education, wheth-
er or not you support traditional public 
schools or charter schools, when the 
greatest thing that we can do and the 
obligation we have as Members of Con-
gress is to invest in the education of 
our young people for the future of this 
great country. 

Mr. Speaker, poverty is more than 
lack of self-esteem. Poverty means 
that there is a degree in the connection 
between poverty and hopelessness, pov-
erty and joblessness, poverty in not 
being able to send your kids to school, 
poverty in not even knowing how to 
take care of yourself in terms of 
health. Poverty can cause people not to 
be able to make the contributions that 
they can make to the country. 

The disparity between the wealthy 
people that we have in this country 
and those who work hard every day and 
don’t have enough money for dispos-
able income, poverty and near in pov-
erty reduces the ability of the middle 
class to have disposable income, to be 
able to purchase, to support jobs 
through small businesses. 

Poverty is so costly, Mr. Speaker, 
not only in the prestige, the power, and 
the expectation of our great country; 
but how much do we pay to put poor 
folks in jail? How much, really, do we 
pay to subsidize earned income tax 
credits, low-income housing credits, 
children tax credits, subsidies, not be-
cause these things don’t pay off, but 
subsidies because we don’t have pro-
grams for them? We have to do every-
thing we can. These are costly; but who 
can deny the return on these types of 
investments? 

The trillions of dollars that we have 
invested in our defense has little or no 
return, but the investment that we can 
have in people and the talent of our 
minds can make this country all that 
she can be. 

Let’s increase education and decrease 
poverty. 

f 
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NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DOLD). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMP-
SON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the House Ag-
riculture Subcommittee on Conserva-
tion and Forestry, which I chair, con-
ducted a hearing to review the Na-
tional Forest System and active forest 
management. 
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