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and eliminate entirely our repatriation 
tax to be more competitive with other 
countries. At the same time, we need 
to eliminate corporate welfare and 
make our tax system fairer and simpler 
for every American. 

We also have to rein in our out-of- 
control regulators. This President has 
created the fourth branch of govern-
ment—the regulators—which today 
makes more rules that affect our lives 
and our jobs than does Congress. 

Finally, we need to unlock our full 
energy potential to get this economy 
moving. We need to develop our domes-
tic natural resources. Isn’t it time we 
finally develop a long-term energy pol-
icy that unleashes this potential while 
protecting our environment? 

Doing these things now will also 
allow us to fund our infrastructure 
needs, improve our education process, 
become more competitive with the rest 
of the world, create well-paying, 21st- 
century jobs, and ignite the next eco-
nomic boom for our kids and 
grandkids. 

I have used the word ‘‘crisis’’ care-
fully and thoughtfully today. The first 
step toward making the tough choices 
required to change our direction comes 
from a true realization that we indeed 
have a crisis. Americans respond better 
than anyone in history to a true crisis, 
but we are not always the quickest to 
recognize we have one. 

To create a truly new beginning, it is 
time for this eminent body, the U.S. 
Senate, to rise above partisan politics 
and do the right thing. It starts with 
leadership. It starts with making hard 
choices. It starts with telling the 
American people the unvarnished 
truth. It starts with no longer kicking 
the can down the road. It starts with 
having the courage to actually solve 
these problems independent of how it 
might affect our reelection chances. 

My motivation is very simple. I do 
not want to be a member of the first 
generation in American history that 
has to tell its kids that we are leaving 
them a country that is worse off than 
our parents left us. 

Ronald Reagan once said: 
Freedom is never more than one genera-

tion away from extinction. We didn’t pass it 
along to our children in the bloodstream. It 
must be fought for, protected, and handed on 
for them to do the same, or one day we will 
spend our sunset years telling our children 
and our children’s children what it was once 
like in the United States when men were 
free. 

Let us fight to find common ground 
to create a new beginning for our coun-
try, for people back home who are 
struggling, and for the future of our 
children and our children’s children. 

As I close, I am reminded of a sel-
dom-quoted closing sentence of the 
Declaration of Independence: 

And for the support of this Declaration, 
with a firm reliance on the protection of di-
vine Providence, we mutually pledge to each 
other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred 
honor. 

Our Founders got it right. They 
would remind us of that commitment 

and encourage us today to put our dif-
ferences aside, to work together to 
solve these sometimes overwhelming 
problems. 

Together, we can put our differences 
aside. Together, we can do the right 
thing. Together, we can create a new 
beginning. 

Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SENATOR 
PERDUE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
wish to congratulate our new colleague 
from Georgia on his insightful and ac-
curate assessment of the biggest chal-
lenges confronting our country. Not 
only did he lay out the biggest chal-
lenges, he certainly laid out the best 
solutions to those challenges to get 
this country moving again and to guar-
antee, as he put it, that we leave be-
hind for the next generation a better 
country than our parents left behind 
for us. 

I congratulate our new colleague for 
an outstanding major speech. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I am 
grateful that we have the distinguished 
Senator from Georgia in the Senate. I 
really enjoyed his remarks here this 
evening. He laid out a program that we 
ought to follow. 

I am very proud to have the Senator 
here, and I am proud to serve with him. 
We wish him the very, very best in 
every way. I think he will enjoy this 
body in spite of all the vagaries and va-
rieties of it. But he is a great addition 
to this body, and we are very appre-
ciative that he is here with us. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia. 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I wish 
to note that my colleague from Geor-
gia just made a great speech. In it he 
listed those who sat in the desk he now 
sits in—Nunn, Russell, Chambliss. It is 
obvious he has inherited that seat, and 
he is equal to the task of those gentle-
men. I commend him on his first 
speech, and I am honored to serve with 
him in the Senate. 

I yield back. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I wish 

to say, I knew the Senator from Geor-
gia prior to being a Senator. He was an 
outstanding CEO in a major public 
company. He has done business all over 
the world. I know when he campaigned 
in Georgia for this seat, what he said 
was that he was going to be the adult 
in the room. I just want to say that he 
certainly has distinguished himself 
since he came here in acting that way 
and looking at the big issues that our 
Nation has to deal with. 

I know that he knows that still the 
greatest threat to our country right 
now is our inability to get our fiscal 

house in order, and I really believe that 
Senator PERDUE is going to not just be 
a leader on the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, as he already is—hugely helpful 
in the vote that we had last week rel-
ative to Iran—but I think as much as 
anybody in the Senate, Senator 
PERDUE is going to help drive this body 
to responsibly deal with fiscal issues 
we have to deal with. 

We have a lot of work to do. We 
haven’t even begun. I look forward to 
working with him, not only to ensure 
that our Nation is safe and secure but 
that we get our fiscal house in order. I 
could not be more gratified that Sen-
ator PERDUE is part of this body and 
serving in the manner that he is. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 
Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I wish to 

congratulate the Senator from Georgia 
on the content of his speech as well as 
on his enthusiasm and also on how he 
follows through on what he says. I get 
to serve with him on the Budget Com-
mittee, and I have been extremely im-
pressed. 

At his first meeting, I introduced 
him as someone who has balanced 
budgets. He corrected me. In the pri-
vate sector, one can’t just balance the 
budget; you have to do better than 
that. He has that kind of experience to 
bring to the Budget Committee and to 
this body, and I look forward to work-
ing with him diligently on the budget. 
We only had 6 weeks to do what hadn’t 
been done in 6 years, and he was a tre-
mendous help in getting through that 
process and understanding some of the 
complexities. He is a good numbers 
man. So when he talks about what we 
need to do with the budget and paying 
down the debt and the ways we can do 
it, I look forward to working with him 
to get those things accomplished. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Louisiana. 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I wish 

to commend my fellow freshman, Sen-
ator PERDUE, for a great maiden 
speech. I like particularly his emphasis 
upon growing our gross domestic prod-
uct, growing our economy, and making 
it stronger. It echoes what Senator 
ENZI just said. It is not just about bal-
ancing the budget but about creating 
the sort of growth that creates more 
prosperity for the families who depend 
upon this prosperity for better jobs for 
them and their families. 

It was a great speech. I thank the 
Senator for capturing the optimism 
that makes the United States unique. 

I yield back. 
f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING DR. DAVID RANKIN 
∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I wish 
to honor Southern Arkansas University 
president Dr. David Rankin who will 
retire in June after nearly half a cen-
tury of dedication to education. 
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For 46 years he served alongside the 

faculty of SAU, the last 13 as president. 
Dr. Rankin made a career out of help-
ing students and facilitating growth at 
the school. His vision to improve aca-
demic programs and expand campus re-
sources has been a success; benefiting 
the community and creating a new 
standard for education. 

Since becoming president in 2002, Dr. 
Rankin helped grow graduate enroll-
ment 200 percent. Throughout his pres-
idency SAU has not only seen record 
enrollment, but record development as 
well. Construction of state-of-the-art 
academic buildings, upgraded athletic 
facilities, a 30,000-square-foot agri-
culture center and a $17.5 million 
Science Center are just a few of the 
projects championed by Dr. Rankin. 

Public service is a cornerstone of Dr. 
Rankin’s life. Serving as president of 
SAU is certainly enough to stay busy, 
but his commitment to the community 
and the State keep him active in a va-
riety of other roles including as the 
chair of the Golden Triangle Economic 
Development Council. During his ten-
ure he also served as the economic ad-
visor to two Arkansas Governors. He is 
an active member of Central Baptist 
Church in Magnolia where he teaches 
Sunday school. 

I congratulate Dr. David Rankin for 
his outstanding achievements in edu-
cation and the community. I have ap-
preciated his friendship and enjoyed 
supporting his efforts to continue mak-
ing his vision for SAU a reality. I wish 
him continued success. SAU is a much 
improved school thanks to his leader-
ship and years of dedication to this in-
stitution.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting a treaty which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1560. An act to improve cybersecurity 
in the United States through enhanced shar-
ing of information about cybersecurity 
threats, to amend the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 to enhance multi-directional 
sharing of information related to cybersecu-
rity risks and strengthen privacy and civil 
liberties protections, and for other purposes. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. 1086. A bill to establish an insurance pol-
icy advisory committee on international 
capital standards, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. KIRK): 

S. 1087. A bill to require Amtrak to propose 
a pet policy that allows passengers to trans-
port domesticated cats and dogs on certain 
Amtrak trains, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and 
Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 1088. A bill to amend the National Voter 
Registration Act of 1993 to provide for voter 
registration through the Internet, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Rules 
and Administration. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr. 
BENNET): 

S. 1089. A bill to encourage and support 
partnerships between the public and private 
sectors to improve our nation’s social pro-
grams, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr. 
CRUZ): 

S. 1090. A bill to amend the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act to provide eligibility for broad-
casting facilities to receive certain disaster 
assistance, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1091. A bill for the relief of Alfredo 

Plascencia Lopez; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1092. A bill for the relief of Ruben 

Mkoian, Asmik Karapetian, and Arthur 
Mkoyan; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1093. A bill for the relief of Jose Alberto 

Martinez Moreno, Micaela Lopez Martinez, 
and Adilene Martinez; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1094. A bill for the relief of Javier Lopez- 

Urenda and Maria Leticia Arenas; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1095. A bill for the relief of Jorge Rojas 

Gutierrez and Oliva Gonzalez Gonzalez; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1096. A bill for the relief of Joseph Gabra 

and Sharon Kamel; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1097. A bill for the relief of Alicia 

Aranda De Buendia; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1098. A bill for the relief of Esidronio 

Arreola-Saucedo, Maria Elna Cobian 
Arreola, Nayely Arreola Carlos, and Cindy 
Jael Arreola; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

By Mr. SCOTT (for himself and Mrs. 
SHAHEEN): 

S. 1099. A bill to amend the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act to provide 
States with flexibility in determining the 
size of employers in the small group market; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. THUNE: 
S. 1100. A bill to require State and local 

government approval of prescribed burns on 
Federal land during conditions of drought or 
fire danger; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry by unani-
mous consent with instructions that if the 
bill is reported by that Committee, the bill 
be referred to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BENNET: 
S. 1101. A bill to amend the Federal Food, 

Drug, and Cosmetic Act to provide for the 
regulation of patient records and certain de-
cision support software; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. MURPHY): 

S. 1102. A bill to provide for institutional 
risk-sharing in the Federal student loan pro-
grams; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. RISCH, and Mr. CRAPO): 

S. 1103. A bill to reinstate and extend the 
deadline for commencement of construction 
of a hydroelectric project involving Clark 
Canyon Dam; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Mr. RISCH): 

S. 1104. A bill to extend the deadline for 
commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project involving the Gibson Dam; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 27 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 27, a bill to make wildlife 
trafficking a predicate offense under 
racketeering and money laundering 
statutes and the Travel Act, to provide 
for the use for conservation purposes of 
amounts from civil penalties, fines, 
forfeitures, and restitution under such 
statutes based on such violations, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 33 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) and the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. FLAKE) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 33, a bill to provide certainty with 
respect to the timing of Department of 
Energy decisions to approve or deny 
applications to export natural gas, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 127 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
127, a bill to prohibit Federal funding 
for motorcycle checkpoints, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 335 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 335, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to improve 529 
plans. 

S. 394 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
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