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HAPPY 105TH BIRTHDAY TO
BERTEL VAN EEK

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, 105 years
ago, in a small town in Germany,
Bertel Van Eek was born.

Her 105 years on this Earth have been
a testament to the greatness of the
United States. She has seen so much.
Living in Holland during World War II,
she saw the capability and bravery of
our military and its members.

She personally lived our Nation’s im-
migrant story, coming to America
after the war with $20 and the clothes
on her back and eventually becoming
an American citizen.

As someone whose spouse died 34
years ago, she has been able to live
with dignity because of two of the
greatest public policies in the history
of this country, Medicare and Social
Security.

She has seen the power of the Amer-
ican education system, watching her
daughter and son-in-law become teach-
ers and seeing three grandsons, who
love her very much, also pursue edu-
cational opportunities so they could
follow their dreams. Mr. Speaker, she
even saw her youngest grandson get
the honor of serving his community in
Congress.

Mr. Speaker, let me close by saying
to Bertel Van Eek, my grandma, happy
105th birthday, Oma. We love you very
much.

———

THE MEDICAL EVALUATION PAR-
ITY FOR SERVICEMEMBERS ACT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today, along with the
gentleman from Ohio, Congressman
TiM RYAN, I am introducing the Med-
ical Evaluation Parity for Service-
members Act.

This legislation, which has strong bi-
partisan support and the support of a
large number of military and mental
health advocacy groups, will help the
military identify behavioral health
issues and improve suicide prevention
by instituting a mental health assess-
ment for all incoming military re-
cruits.

A recent Army study confirmed the
need to address mental health issues in
a timely manner, finding that ‘‘nearly
one in five Army soldiers enter the
service with a psychiatric disorder, and
nearly half of all soldiers who tried sui-
cide first attempted it before enlist-
ing.”

Our military makes sure that every
servicemember is physically fit for
duty, and this legislation will ensure
that they are also mentally fit. Fur-
thermore, it will ensure that we have a
better baseline against which to meas-
ure any potential mental harm that
may have occurred during their duty.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

These brave men and women put
their lives on the line every day in the
service of our Nation, and it is our duty
to offer everything in our power to
guarantee they return home safely,
both physically and mentally.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this commonsense, bipartisan
legislation.

————
TWO ISSUES OF JUSTICE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
this morning, I speak on two issues of
justice. One deals with my alma mater,
the University of Virginia. And I would
like to thank the young man, the stu-
dent who experienced an unfortunate
incident that caused him to have 10
stitches and to bleed on the streets of
Charlottesville by the hands of those
who were enforcing the law. I want to
join him by saying that we all should
be treated with human dignity, and I
thank the Governor of the State of Vir-
ginia for a full investigation. We have
to find a way to balance law and order
with the dignity of the treatment of
African Americans and all people.

I will also say that the hostage-tak-
ing of the Attorney General nominee
by those who will not push for her con-
firmation on the floor of the Senate, of
the other body, is not the handling of
the Constitution and the advice and
consent that is necessary in the proc-
ess of government.

She is qualified. She is ready to
serve. The Nation needs a chief law en-
forcement officer. We must come to-
gether and find that balance that the
Constitution protects, and that is the
right of all people to access and free-
dom of speech. But we must also re-
spect law and order. We have to find a
way to walk that pathway together.

—————
ELECTRICITY FOR RURAL HAITI

(Mr. MASSIE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize three of my con-
stituents from Owenton, Kentucky:
Matthew Everett Greenlee, Mark Allen
Greene, and Robert Wayne VonBokern.
These three outstanding power linemen
from Owen Electric Cooperative re-
cently volunteered for a project in
Haiti that, when completed, will pro-
vide safe, affordable, and reliable power
to 1,600 consumers.

The goal of the project is to build a
distribution system that will connect
three towns in Haiti and establish its
first electric cooperative, the Coopera-
tive Electrique de I’Arrondissement des
Coteaux.

My constituents upgraded and in-
stalled new lines and service drops in
the town of Roche-a-Bateaux. They
also trained locally hired linemen in
proper construction methods, pole
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climbing  techniques, and  proper
handline use, and important safety
practices.

Electricity is essential to the quality
of life for those in Haiti’s rural commu-
nities. It assists in the provision of
clean water, health care, education,
and general economic opportunity.
Therefore, I salute my constituents for
contributing their time and efforts in
Haiti on this critical project.

GOP BUDGET MAKES IT HARDER
FOR FAMILIES TO GET AHEAD

(Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to op-
pose this irresponsible and dishonest
budget recently proposed by the House
Budget Committee Republicans. Under
this budget’s grossly misguided prior-
ities, people at the top continue to get
richer while hardworking American
families fall further behind.

Last fall, at election time, congres-
sional Republicans said they under-
stood the pressures that American fam-
ilies were feeling, and they promised to
help hardworking Americans. But this
Republican budget would squeeze hard-
working Americans even harder in
countless ways, making it harder to
pay for college, making it harder to
pay for their health care, making it
harder to ensure a secure retirement.

This budget would eliminate health
care coverage for tens of millions of
Americans, cut nondefense government
programs, from transportation to re-
search to education, and make more
than $1 trillion in unspecified cuts in
Federal entitlement programs.

This House Republican budget would
make life a 1ot harder for hardworking
American families like the ones I rep-
resent in western Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, this is a budget that needs
not to pass.

———
REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, today
we have the opportunity to speak
about values, the values that we have
as Americans, the values that we hold
dear. The fact that someone can work
their entire life and finally make it to
retirement and be able to live out their
golden years with dignity is something
that this budget denies.

The idea that an American child
could be born in this great country and
have an opportunity to go to a college
or university and become whatever
they want to be—maybe an astronaut,
maybe an engineer, maybe even a poli-
tician—but without an education,
every single one of those dreams is
tougher and harder than ever before.

The budget that has been proposed by
the Republicans in this House denies
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dreams, denies food, denies health care
to seniors; and many more disasters
are in this budget. This budget denies
an opportunity for children to get an
education.

If you were born with a silver spoon
in your mouth, this budget is for you—
extending tax loopholes into perpetuity
but denying and condemning children
away from education, seniors away
from food and health care.

This budget doesn’t deserve one vote.
This budget deserves to be reworked, to
carry the values that we hold dear in
this country.

——
O 0915

PROVIDING FOR THE EXPENSES
OF CERTAIN COMMITTEES OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES IN THE 114TH CONGRESS,
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF S.J. RES. 8, PROVIDING

FOR CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
APPROVAL OF A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE NATIONAL

LABOR RELATIONS BOARD

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 152 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 152

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order without interven-
tion of any point of order to consider in the
House the resolution (H. Res. 132) providing
for the expenses of certain committees of the
House of Representatives in the One Hundred
Fourteenth Congress. The amendment print-
ed in the report of the Committee on Rules
accompanying this resolution shall be con-
sidered as adopted. The resolution, as
amended, shall be considered as read. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the resolution, as amended, to adop-
tion without intervening motion or demand
for division of the question except: (1) one
hour of debate equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on House Administration;
and (2) one motion to recommit which may
not contain instructions.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
joint resolution (S.J. Res. 8) providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the National Labor Relations
Board relating to representation case proce-
dures. All points of order against consider-
ation of the joint resolution are waived. The
joint resolution shall be considered as read.
All points of order against provisions in the
joint resolution are waived. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the joint resolution and on any amendment
thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Education and the Workforce; and (2) one
motion to commit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina is rec-
ognized for 1 hour.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
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from Colorado (Mr. PoLIS), pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, House Reso-
lution 152 provides for a closed rule
providing for consideration of S.J. Res.
8, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the
rule submitted by the National Labor
Relations Board, and a closed rule for
consideration of H. Res. 132, providing
for the expenses of certain committees
of the House of Representatives in the
114th Congress.

Across the Capitol, the United States
Senate took positive action on March 4
when it passed a resolution, S.J. Res. 8,
invoking the Congressional Review Act
to overturn the National Labor Rela-
tions Board’s recent ambush election
rule. On that same day, my colleagues
and I at the Committee on Education
and the Workforce Subcommittee on
Health, Employment, Labor, and Pen-
sions held a hearing on legislation I
strongly supported and cosponsored,
H.J. Res. 29, which is identical legisla-
tion to that which will come before the
House today.

The National Labor Relations
Board’s ambush election rule is just
the latest of its outrageous actions
taken 1in defiance of longstanding
precedent, jeopardizing employee free
choice and privacy and employer free
speech. This rule would give workers as
few as 11 days to consider a consequen-
tial decision before voting for or
against joining a union, prevent em-
ployers from having adequate time to
prepare for union elections, and post-
pone critical questions over the elec-
tion, such as voter eligibility, until
after the election.

While providing little consideration
of the longstanding rights of employees
and employers, the rule further vio-
lates their privacy by ensuring that
workers’ personal information such as
email addresses, work schedules, phone
numbers, and home addresses are pro-
vided to union leaders.

There is a myriad of consequences to
this harmful regulation, including con-
straining the rights of workers to
make informed decisions, severely
hampering employers’ rights to speak
to their employees during union orga-
nizing campaigns, and weakening pri-
vacy rights of workers.

These consequences will seriously
impact the relationship of workers and
employers and upend a carefully craft-
ed process for organizing elections.
These precedents have arisen over dec-
ades of practice within existing rules
and should not be upended by
hyperpartisan bureaucrats to the ben-

H1775

efit of national unions at the expense
of hardworking Americans.

H. Res. 152 also provides for consider-
ation of H. Res. 132, the committee
funding resolution for the 114th Con-
gress. Since taking the majority,
House Republicans have been careful
stewards of taxpayer dollars, stream-
lining House operations and saving
funds wherever possible. In fact, this
Congress, the House remains below the
amount authorized in 2008.

This bipartisan resolution will allow
our committees to continue their vital
work on behalf of this institution, in-
cluding legislative reforms and over-
sight with additional investigations
and field hearings.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this rule and the underlying
resolutions, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman for yielding me the cus-
tomary 30 minutes, and I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to
the rule and the underlying resolution,
Senate Joint Resolution 8, the resolu-
tion to overturn the National Labor
Relations Board’s election rule.

The other bill I support, H. Res. 132,
which provides for the expenses of the
committees of the House. The House
Committee on Administration’s bipar-
tisan work should be commended be-
cause, as we all know, committees that
we individual Members of the House
are members of play a very important
role in the work we do every day.

Now, I think it is unfortunate that
this bipartisan bill has been packaged
with a partisan bill to repeal impor-
tant, commonsense reforms that were
done at the National Labor Relations
Board, and they have been wrapped up
with a controversial bill.

The NLRB’s function, as you know, is
both to investigate and prosecute un-
fair labor practices and to provide a
legal framework for employees and em-
ployers where employees may be seek-
ing to organize in their workplaces for
better wages and working conditions.
Both of those functions are required of
them by the National Labor Relations
Act, which has been in place since 1935.

The work that the NLRB is doing is
important. It is precisely what is re-
quired by the National Labor Relations
Act. Holding a vote on this resolution
will get in the way of the NLRB’s pur-
suing its mandate successfully. Instead
of focusing on important issues like
shrinking the wage gap and growing
the middle class, instead, the Repub-
licans are spinning their wheels to
score points by going after the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board and com-
monsense reforms to make it function
more effectively.

The President has already released a
statement vowing to veto this resolu-
tion, so it is another example of spin-
ning our wheels. It is obvious that nei-
ther the Senate nor the House will
have enough votes to override this
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