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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, March 13, 2015, at 11 a.m.

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Lord of life and love and laughter,
You are the alpha and omega, the be-
ginning and the end. Thank You for the
gift of this day, for life and health, for
forgiveness and freedom, for family and
friends. Lord, we are grateful for the
hope we have in You and for the joy we
find in Your presence. You have given
us this great gift of prayer, enabling us
to reach out to You whenever we de-
sire.

Today, use our Senators to make our
Nation stronger and our world better.
Open their ears to the cries of despair
and give them wisdom to solve difficult
problems. Sanctify their thoughts,
words, and deeds so that they will live
worthy of Your great love.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2015

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PAUL). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

——————

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
LEGISLATION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
every year in America countless inno-
cent victims, including children, are
bought and sold into modern-day slav-
ery. This heinous crime of human traf-
ficking is shameful and disgraceful,
and the Senate can do something about
it by passing the bipartisan human
rights legislation before us today.

The Justice for Victims of Traf-
ficking Act, introduced by Senator
CORNYN and his Democratic colleague
Senator KLOBUCHAR, would give voices
to the voiceless and justice to the chil-
dren suffering in the shadows. Their bi-
partisan human rights bill may not be
that long, but it sure is effective, and
it is transparent. This bill has been
available for any Senator and any
member of the public to read since Jan-
uary. This bipartisan legislation was
considered and strengthened in an open
and transparent committee process.
This human rights bill conforms with
longstanding bipartisan law that so
many of our Democratic friends have
supported repeatedly. It is no wonder
that once Senators have read the bill,
they can’t seem to help but support it.

We welcome the 13 Democratic co-
sponsors of this human rights bill. We
welcome the messages of support our
Democratic friends have delivered as
well.

Here is what one Democratic Senator
from New York had to say just a few
days ago. ‘“We should pass Senator
Cornyn’s Justice for Victims of Traf-
ficking Act,” she said. She explained
that this bipartisan bill would ‘‘sup-
port programs for survivors of human
trafficking and child pornography and
ensure that the johns who are buying
trafficking victims are actually pros-
ecuted in Federal court.” She is right.
All of those measures are contained in
the text of this bipartisan bill.

We also heard the Democratic Sen-
ator from North Dakota who called on
me to bring *‘S. 178, the Justice for Vic-
tims of Trafficking Act, to the floor for
a vote.” I was happy to do it. I am ap-
preciative of her support.

I am appreciative of the support from
so many from across the aisle who have
read and support this bill. The children
who suffer from such terrible oppres-
sion and injustice must appreciate
their support too. They must appre-
ciate our Democratic friends closely
examining this Dbipartisan human
rights bill of modest length and then
voting unanimously to support it in
the Judiciary Committee.

On Monday they must have appre-
ciated seeing our Democratic friends
join with us to unanimously advance
the same bipartisan human rights bill.
Here is what the Democratic leader had
to say that day—right after I called for
strong Dbipartisan backing for our
human rights legislation. ‘““On human
trafficking, I underscore, appreciate,
and agree with the statement of the
Republican leader. I feel very confident
we will clear on our side moving to
that. I think it would be a waste of the
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