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It comes down to, fundamentally:
Who do you trust, Washington or local
government? We want to put the con-
trol in the hands of parents and local
school boards and States.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time. i

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Chair, | rise today in opposition of H.R. 5, the
ill-named Student Success Act. H.R. 5 would
undermine significant gains made by No Child
Left Behind, and eviscerate the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act by dismantling
its foundation of equity and accountability.

Under this bill, school districts with the high-
est concentrations of Hispanic students would
lose more than $1.9 billion in federal funding.
Los Angeles Unified School District which is
more than 74 percent Hispanic faces the larg-
est cut in Title | funds, over $80 million, which
amounts to nearly 25 percent of their budget.

School districts with a high concentration of
students living in poverty could lose $700 mil-
lion in funding and high-poverty districts could
see cuts as large as 74 percent. The port-
ability of Title | funds would divert and dilute
limited funds from schools with high needs
and high concentrations of poverty. This un-
dermines the fundamental purpose of Title I:
to assist high needs and high poverty schools.
With 35 percent of Latino children under the
age of five living in poverty, this is the time to
increase, not decrease funding.

Education is our nation’s great equalizer. |
would not be where | am today if it were not
for the quality public education | received. For
over 50 years, ESEA has been our nation’s
driving force for educational equity. Unfortu-
nately, this Republican bill would dismantle the
foundation of equality and accountability that
ESEA has built over the last half-century. If we
want our nation to remain a leader in the
world, we must improve equal access to qual-
ity education for the next generation. Our stu-
dents are the future of tomorrow, and we sim-
ply cannot let them down.

The Acting CHAIR. All time for gen-
eral debate has expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the committee
rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) having assumed the chair,
Mr. ABRAHAM, Acting Chair of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 5) to support State
and local accountability for public edu-
cation, protect State and local author-
ity, inform parents of the performance
of their children’s schools, and for
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon.

——————

NATIONAL EATING DISORDERS
AWARENESS WEEK

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
this week is National Eating Disorders
Awareness Week. This time is dedi-
cated to educating parents and chil-
dren about the causes and serious
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health conditions and consequences of
eating disorders.

Eating disorders affect more than 14
million Americans and have dispropor-
tionate impacts on teens and young
adults. Beyond genetic links, factors
such as consistent exposure to mis-
leading advertising that distort one’s
own body image can lead to eating dis-

orders. The key to containing this
growing health issue is to spread
awareness and promote authentic,

healthy body images.

That is why, Mr. Speaker, along with
a bipartisan coalition, we have urged
the Federal Trade Commission to up-
hold their duty to protect American
consumers by working with health pro-
fessionals and the advertising industry
to promote fair and responsible adver-
tisements, especially for products
geared for children and teens.

If you suspect that your child has an
eating disorder, please seek profes-
sional help. There are many local re-
sources available to families.

———————

THE IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL
BROADCASTERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ABRAHAM). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
gentleman from North Dakota (Mr.
CRAMER) is recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extends their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the
topic of today’s Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Dakota?

There was no objection.

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, 1 appre-
ciate so much this opportunity that we
have this evening to inform and to edu-
cate my colleagues in the House, fellow
Members of Congress, and even the
American people through C-SPAN,
about the importance of local radio and
television broadcasters. They are im-
portant not only to our country, but I
want to talk about how important they
are to our communities—the commu-
nities we live in, the communities they
live in, the communities they work in.

For decades, these broadcasters have
been the first ones to respond to disas-
ters and emergencies. They have saved
numerous lives by their ability to be
on the scene and to broadcast widely.
They have helped communities pick up
the pieces after a natural disaster or a
manmade disaster. The broadcasters of
our country, of our communities, have
played a vital role in the quality of life
in our communities.

I have been blessed throughout my
career not just in public service but in
other positions to work with local
broadcasters hosting telethons to help
find cures for diseases like muscular
dystrophy, cancer, and many other dis-
eases that our communities have tack-
led together.
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Now, we need to remember that these
radio and television stations are not
monolithic corporations. They are
owned and run and managed by our
friends and neighbors, the people that
we see every day.

Today is a big day. It is an appro-
priate day to celebrate—not just in-
form and educate but celebrate—the
role of America’s broadcasters in our
communities. Because today, hundreds
of Members of Congress were able to
meet with their local television and
radio station personalities and man-
agers and representatives. Today, near-
1y 600 broadcasters came to Capitol Hill
to tell their story of public service and
to remind their Representatives of
their role.

You may not know that these broad-
casters are required by statute to serve
the public interest. When I hear about
the stories they cover, when I see the
types of stories they cover, the lives
they have touched, the service that
they are providing, I am heartened to
know that we have a vibrant, thriving
system of local broadcasting in this
country.

Unlike many other countries around
the world, where national and regional
news is what is available to their citi-
zens, here in the United States, here in
places like North Dakota and Texas
and Arkansas and others, we have a
system of local radio and TV stations
so folks living in the same community
are bound together by weather events,
sporting events, news of the day, and
human interest, all provided by an ac-
curate local source.

I know in North Dakota we have seen
weather emergencies where informa-
tion from our local broadcasters was
all that was available for those suf-
fering the impacts of a storm. Several
years ago, I myself, with my family, in
1984, spent all night—this was before
cell phones, I know—spent all night in
a car in a blizzard that came upon
North Dakota suddenly. We were just
off the interstate. The only commu-
nication we had was through KFGO
Radio, which won a Peabody that year
for broadcasting to us and to several
others that were stranded in that
storm.

So, today, we are going to hear a
number of stories from Members of
Congress across the country also
touched by their local TV and radio
stations. I thank them for sharing sto-
ries about their local stations. I will
share some of mine as we go through-
out this Special Order, but I want to
call on somebody who knows a fair bit
about broadcasting, the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. CRAWFORD).

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. CRAMER, I ap-
preciate the opportunity. It is an honor
to be able to stand up and advocate on
behalf of our broadcasters, who are not
only my constituents and your con-
stituents, but my colleagues, because 1
am, as you mentioned, a former broad-
caster, and I know firsthand the impor-
tance of broadcasting, as you indi-
cated, to local and national commu-
nities.
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