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money for ads that pull us into the
gutter and spend more time lifting
young people up with a sense of pur-
pose and possibility, asking them to
join in the great mission of building
America. If we are going to have argu-
ments, let’s have arguments, but let’s
make them debates worthy of this body
and worthy of this country.

We still may not agree on a woman’s
right to choose, but surely we can
agree it is a good thing that teen preg-
nancies and abortions are nearing all-
time lows and that every woman
should have access to the health care
that she needs.

Yes, passions still fly on immigra-
tion, but surely we can all see some-
thing of ourselves in the striving young
student and agree that no one benefits
when a hardworking mom is snatched
from her child, and that it is possible
to shape a law that upholds our tradi-
tion as a nation of laws and a nation of
immigrants. I have talked to Repub-
licans and Democrats about that. That
is something that we can share.

We may go at it in campaign season,
but surely we can agree that the right
to vote is sacred, that it is being denied
to too many, and that on this 50th an-
niversary of the great march from
Selma to Montgomery and the passage
of the Voting Rights Act, we can come
together, Democrats and Republicans,
to make voting easier for every single
American.

We may have different takes on the
events of Ferguson and New York, but
surely we can understand a father who
fears his son can’t walk home without
being harassed, and surely we can un-
derstand the wife who won’t rest until
the police officer she married walks
through the front door at the end of his
shift, and surely we can agree that it is
a good thing that for the first time in
40 years the crime rate and the incar-
ceration rate have come down to-
gether, and use that as a starting point
for Democrats and Republicans, com-
munity leaders and law enforcement,
to reform America’s criminal justice
system so that it protects and serves
all of us.

That is a better politics. That is how
we start rebuilding trust. That is how
we move this country forward. That is
what the American people want. That
is what they deserve.

I have no more campaigns to run. I
know, because I won both of them.

My only agenda for the next 2 years
is the same as the one I have had since
the day I swore an oath on the steps of
this Capitol—to do what I believe is
best for America.

If you share the broad vision I out-
lined tonight, I ask you to join me in
the work at hand. If you disagree with
parts of it, I hope you will at least
work with me where you do agree. And
I commit to every Republican here to-
night that I will not only seek out your
ideas, I will seek to work with you to
make this country stronger.

Because I want this Chamber, I want
this city to reflect the truth—that for
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all our blind spots and shortcomings,
we are a people with the strength and
generosity of spirit to bridge divides,
to unite in common effort, and to help
our neighbors, whether down the street
or on the other side of the world.

I want our actions to tell every child,
in every neighborhood: Your life mat-
ters, and we are committed to improv-
ing your life chances, as committed as
we are to working on behalf of our own
kids.

I want future generations to know
that we are a people who see our dif-
ferences as a great gift, that we are a
people who value the dignity and worth
of every citizen—man and woman,
young and old, Black and White,
Latino, Asian, immigrant, Native
American, gay, straight, Americans
with mental illness or physical dis-
ability. Everybody matters. I want
them to grow up in a country that
shows the world what we still know to
be true: that we are still more than a
collection of red states and blue states;
that we are the United States of Amer-
ica.

I want them to grow up in a country
where a young mom can sit down and
write a letter to her President with a
story that sums up these past 6 years:
“It is amazing what you can bounce
back from when you have to ... we
are a strong, tight-knit family who has
made it through some very, very hard
times.”’

My fellow Americans, we, too, are a
strong, tight-knit family. We, too, have
made it through some hard times. Fif-
teen years into this new century, we
have picked ourselves up, dusted our-
selves off, and begun again the work of
remaking America. We have laid a new
foundation. A brighter future is ours to
write. Let’s begin this new chapter—to-
gether—and let’s start the work right
now.

Thank you, God bless you, and God
bless this country we love.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

At 10 o’clock and 20 minutes p.m.,
the President of the United States, ac-
companied by the committee of escort,
retired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms escorted the invited guests from
the Chamber in the following order:

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net; the Chief Justice of the United
States and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court; the Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps.

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares
the joint session of the two Houses now
dissolved.

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 21
minutes p.m., the joint session of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

————

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE
STATE OF THE UNION

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the message of the President be
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referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union and or-
dered printed.

The motion was agreed to.

———

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND
COMMERCE FOR THE 114TH CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE,

Washington, DC, January 19, 2015.
Hon. KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MsS. HAAS: Pursuant to clause 2(a)(2)
of Rule XTI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I present the Rules of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce for the
114th Congress for publication in the Con-
gressional Record.

Sincerely,
FRED UPTON,
Chairman.
Attachment.
(Adopted January 14, 2015)
RULE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Rules of the Committee. The Rules of
the House are the rules of the Committee on
Energy and Commerce (the ‘“‘Committee’)
and its subcommittees so far as is applicable.

(b) Rules of the Subcommittees. Each sub-
committee of the Committee is part of the
Committee and is subject to the authority
and direction of the Committee and to its
rules so far as is applicable. Written rules
adopted by the Committee, not inconsistent
with the Rules of the House, shall be binding
on each subcommittee of the Committee.

RULE 2. MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meeting Days. The Committee
shall meet on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 10 a.m., for the consideration of
bills, resolutions, and other business, if the
House is in session on that day. If the House
is not in session on that day and the Com-
mittee has not met during such month, the
Committee shall meet at the earliest prac-
ticable opportunity when the House is again
in session. The chairman of the Committee
may, at his discretion, cancel, delay, or defer
any meeting required under this section,
after consultation with the ranking minority
member.

(b) Additional Meetings. The chairman
may call and convene, as he considers nec-
essary, additional meetings of the Com-
mittee for the consideration of any bill or
resolution pending before the Committee or
for the conduct of other Committee business.
The Committee shall meet for such purposes
pursuant to that call of the chairman.

(c) Notice. The date, time, place, and sub-
ject matter of any meeting of the Committee
scheduled on a Tuesday, Wednesday, or
Thursday when the House will be in session
shall be announced at least 36 hours (exclu-
sive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holi-
days except when the House is in session on
such days) in advance of the commencement
of such meeting. The date, time, place, and
subject matter of other meetings when the
House is in session shall be announced to
allow Members to have at least three days
notice (exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and
legal holidays except when the House is in
session on such days) of such meeting. The
date, time, place, and subject matter of all
other meetings shall be announced at least
72 hours in advance of the commencement of
such meeting.

(d) Agenda. The agenda for each Com-
mittee meeting, setting out all items of busi-
ness to be considered, shall be provided to
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