January 13, 2015

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 7. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a joint session of Congress to re-
ceive a message from the President.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Committee will resume its sitting.

The

——————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2015

The Committee resumed its sitting.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam
Chairwoman, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Madam Chairwoman, I want to make
it clear that I support the original bi-
partisan Homeland Security bill and
oppose the majority’s radical anti-im-
migrant amendments. These amend-
ments pollute the bipartisan bill both
Republicans and Democrats have care-
fully crafted to protect the American
people.

Our clean Homeland Security bill
provides the funds needed to protect
our country. It invests in border secu-
rity and prioritizes the detention and
deportation of dangerous criminals.

The clean, bipartisan Homeland Se-
curity bill provides funds for new
grants to State and local first respond-
ers, who are our first line of defense
against homegrown terrorism. It in-
vests in the Coast Guard’s eighth Na-
tional Security Cutter and additional
Fast Response Cutters to help protect
our ports. The bill also provides crit-
ical funds to hire new Secret Service
agents to make essential security im-
provements at the White House.

These are just a few examples of why
this bill is so important. Unfortu-
nately, instead of bringing the clean,
bipartisan bill for a vote, the majority
is proposing several poison pill amend-
ments that will jeopardize the bill’s
ability to become law. It is unconscion-
able to put our Nation’s security at
risk simply for the purpose of appeas-
ing those who want to undermine
President Obama’s reasonable and law-
ful executive action to fix our broken
immigration system in light of the fact
that this House has not acted.

Current funding for DHS is set to run
out at the end of February. The recent
horrors in Paris are the latest re-
minder of why America needs Congress
to pass the negotiated bipartisan
Homeland Security bill that can be-
come law and defeat the anti-immi-
grant poison pill amendments being
proposed by the majority.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no”’ on
the amendments and to vote ‘‘yes’ on
the original bill to protect the home-
land, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr.
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FLEISCHMANN), a member of our sub-
committee.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Madam Chair-
man, I rise in support of the 2015 De-
partment of Homeland Security Appro-
priations Act. Our subcommittee has
worked diligently on this legislation,
and I want to thank Chairman CARTER
and the entire staff for countless hours
they have put in crafting the bill be-
fore us today. This legislation
prioritizes our national security and
strengthens border security, while ad-
dressing numerous issues that have
arisen in the past year.

Last year, tens of thousands of unac-
companied alien children entered the
United States illegally while the ad-
ministration sat on its hands. Rather
than deal with the crisis, the President
further exacerbated the problem and
encouraged more people to try to by-
pass the legal immigration process
when he granted executive amnesty to
millions of illegal immigrants.

Today, the House has the oppor-
tunity to correct these mistakes by
passing this legislation. In addition to
the responsible and deliberate funding
levels laid out in the bill, House Repub-
licans are offering key amendments to
completely defund the President’s ex-
ecutive actions and restore order to the
legal administration process by ensur-
ing that those who came here illegally
will not be allowed to bypass those who
sought to come here through the right
and legal way.

I urge my colleagues to vote for these
provisions and the underlying bill.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam
Chairwoman, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from California (Mr. FARR).

Mr. FARR. I thank the gentlewoman
for yielding.

Madam Chairwoman, I rise to thank
my colleagues on the Appropriations
Committee. I am a ranking member
also. I know what type of work it takes
to put together a $39.7 billion expendi-
ture to protect all of the entities of do-
mestic homeland security. It is a good
bill. It was worked out last year. For
all the new Members coming, I am
shocked that they have to go through
this learning process about how we
take a good thing and screw it up.

This bill has bipartisan support. I
think if we voted on it tonight, the un-
derlying bill would pass overwhelm-
ingly. I don’t even know if there would
be a negative vote. But tomorrow
morning on this floor amendments are
going to be made to this bill. I under-
stand the other side already has them,
and I wish the people who are thinking
about voting for those amendments
and those that are proposing them had
listened to the people that we are fund-
ing in Homeland Security, because the
last thing they would tell you is that
America is going to be less secure with
those amendments.

There isn’t going to be a college cam-
pus or university that isn’t going to be
in revolt when you try to deport the
students who are there. Your wives,
your families are going to be upset
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when you try to deport your gardener
or somebody taking care of your house.
Our faith-based communities are going
to be hiding these people from deporta-
tion.

You are coming in and creating this
ugly government that is going to go
around and round up people who have
not committed a crime and deport
them.
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That doesn’t make America more se-
cure. In fact, it makes us ugly all over
the world. So, I can’t, for the life of
me—when we go to such hard work to
get such a great, balanced bill, to spend
$39.7 billion on the Department of
Homeland Security, then want to make
sure that it doesn’t work.

The President has said he is going to
veto it. He is going to veto it because
you are mad at him for providing lead-
ership.

Thank you, Mr. President, for pro-
viding that leadership. The House
should have joined with the Senate and
adopted a comprehensive immigration
bill, but we didn’t. We sat on that for 2
years, did absolutely nothing, and now
we are attacking you.

Shame, shame on the House. Defeat
those amendments.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam Chair-
man, I now yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CALVERT),
a member of our committee.

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Chairman, I
rise today in strong support of the fis-
cal year 2015 Homeland Security Ap-
propriations Act, as well as the amend-
ments that will be offered to put the
brakes on President Obama’s executive
overreach on illegal immigration.

My constituents are depending on the
House and the Senate to send a strong
message to the White House that their
attempt to grant amnesty through ex-
ecutive action is an affront to the
democratic process that has served our
Nation well for more than 200 years.

The reason people are fleeing from
south to north is that this side of the
border, we have the rule of law, not
men.

I want to thank Homeland Security
Subcommittee Chairman JOHN CARTER,
Chairman HAL ROGERS, and the rest of
my colleagues on the Appropriations
Committee for putting together a re-
sponsible bill that provides the funds
for our Homeland Security personnel
and the need to carry out their mis-
sion.

Specifically, the bill provides signifi-
cant funding for our Border Patrol and
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
to ensure both agencies have the abil-
ity to stem large flows of illegal immi-
gration like we witnessed last summer
in Texas.

Another important tool in tackling
illegal immigration is the increased
use of E-Verify, which remains the
only and best way for employers to
confirm that the employees that they
hire are in this country legally. The
underlying bill contains full funding
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