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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Sheriff Oliver Parker, Jr. for his
dedication in being a respected community
leader.

———
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Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | congratulate
the Motor Transportation Company as they
celebrate their 100th anniversary.

The Motor Transportation Company, found-
ed in 1914 by Leon Dotter, began with a mail
route from Lehighton to Stroudsburg. Leon
also hauled coal from the Harwood Mines to
bins in the Hazleton Steam Heating Co. and
transported coal miners throughout local coal
mining villages. Following the economic dev-
astation of the Depression and the decline of
the coal industry, Herman Dotter, a veteran
who served in the U.S. Marine Corps, shifted
the company’s focus to school busing while
still ensuring residents of the Hazleton area
had access to first-class transportation. In
1959, Motor Transportation achieved national
recognition by winning Fleet Owner Maga-
zine’s color design award, no doubt due in
part to the company’s signature ‘“orange
wheels.” In 1978, Herman developed Hazleton
Area Transit, providing service from Hazleton
to the surrounding areas, and he also pro-
moted tourism into the region’s historic coal
mining area. Currently, third generation Lee
Dotter and Lori Dotter Yanuzzi run the com-
pany and maintain the organization’s commit-
ment to providing quality service, mainly fo-
cusing on tourism.

Mr. Speaker, on the 100th anniversary of its
founding, | thank all of the members of the
Motor Transportation Company, past and
present, for their hard work and continued ef-
forts to provide quality transportation services
and tours for the people of Northeast Pennsyl-
vania, and | wish the organization many more
years of successful service.

———
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Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize a valued public servant
to the people of Michigan, my dear friend,
State Representative Vicki Barnett. After twen-
ty years of service to the residents of the
Greater Farmington area at both the local and
state level, Vicki is preparing to embark upon
new endeavors.

Prior to her embarking upon her journey of
public service, Vicki worked as a financial
planner, helping her clients realize their goals
through making sound investments, a profes-
sion she has continued during her tenure as
an elected official. Vicki is also a licensed ac-
cident, life and health insurance agent.
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As a person who cares deeply for the well-
being and vitality of her community, Vicki
sought to make a difference in Farmington
Hills, one of Oakland County’s most populous
and diverse cities, and was elected to the
Farmington Hills City Council in 1995. She
went on to serve as a Councilwoman for eight
years before the voters of Farmington Hills
elected her their mayor in 2003. While serving
as mayor, Vicki worked to revitalize her com-
munity by creating a long-term economic mas-
ter plan that focused on encouraging mixed-
use developments and increasing commercial
density—plans which put Farmington Hills at
the forefront of these efforts. In recognition of
her strong record of service and results, she
was named the President of the Michigan Mu-
nicipal League from 2006 to 2007 and was
named one of Detroit's most influential women
by Crain’s Magazine in 2007.

Following her time in city government, Vicki
went on to continue the legacy of another
great Farmington Hills Mayor in Lansing and
public servant, Aldo Vagnozzi, a man who
also served as her mentor. | know it was a
great honor for Vicki to be entrusted to suc-
ceed Aldo both as Mayor and later as Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills’ voice in Michi-
gan’s House of Representatives in Lansing. In
that role, she has continued her exemplary
commitment to public service, working across
the aisle as an advocate for strengthening
public schools, leveraging Michigan’s re-
sources to draw new industries to the state,
and protecting communities’ abilities to provide
essential services to their residents. In rec-
ognition of her outstanding leadership, she
was named the 2012 Legislator of the Year by
the Police Officers Association of Michigan.

| have been so fortunate to have a partner
at the state level like Vicki, who has been a
strong voice and valuable resource for the
people of Michigan. With experience that tran-
scends multiple levels of government, her ad-
vice on the issues affecting the state of Michi-
gan has been invaluable.

Mr. Speaker, as a public servant, | know
that our local elected officials are dedicated to
the communities they serve. Vicki has dem-
onstrated this throughout her tenure of service
to the people of the Greater Farmington area
and Michigan. | know her passion and reason
will be greatly missed by her colleagues in the
Michigan Legislature, but as someone who
cares deeply for her community, | know Vicki
will continue to be involved in endeavors that
seek to strengthen the City of Farmington Hills
and other municipalities across Michigan. |
wish her success in her new endeavors and
look forward to continuing to work with her for
the people of Michigan.

HONORING CONGRESSMAN RUSH
HOLT

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to pay tribute to the career of Congressman
RUSH HOLT.

During his time in the House, Congressman
HOLT has been a leader on protecting the en-
vironment and his voice on this important
issue will be sorely missed. A research physi-
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cist by training, his constituents are known to
boast bumper stickers proclaiming “My Con-
gressman IS a Rocket Scientist.” | know we
have all benefited from RuUSH’'s intelligence
and wisdom during his time in office.

| was fortunate to have the opportunity to
work with RUSH on protecting our environ-
ment. His perspective as a scientist has en-
riched the debate over conserving our natural
resources and seeking clean sources of alter-
native energy. | wish him the best in his new
role as CEO of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science, a cause that is
close to his heart.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
service of Congressman RUSH HOLT in the
United States House of Representatives.

————
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AND LOAVES AND FISHES COM-
MUNITY SERVICES

HON. BILL FOSTER
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Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Charles McLimans, the President and
CEO of Loaves & Fishes Community Services
in Naperville, lllinois.

Loaves & Fishes is a nonprofit community
organization that has become an institution for
Naperville and DuPage County for both the
population it serves and the over 1,500 volun-
teers that help every year. The Loaves &
Fishes Community Pantry provided aid to over
18,000 people in 2012-2013, handling over 3
million pounds of groceries. Additionally, the
organization’s Pathways to Empowerment pro-
gram assists people in accessing vital commu-
nity services and training courses.

Mr. McLimans is stepping down as Presi-
dent and CEO on January 9, 2014 after seven
years leading the organization. Under his lead-
ership, Loaves & Fishes has moved to a new
home, added additional services such as
healthcare counseling and computer classes,
and expanded its coverage to serve all of
DuPage County.

| would like to thank Charles McLimans for
his service to our community and for his tire-
less efforts in the fight against hunger.

TRIBUTE TO JOHN KNOCHEL

HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and salute a notable Hoosier, Mr.
John Knochel, who after years of service to
Tippecanoe County, Indiana, will be retiring on
December 31, 2014. On behalf of the citizens
of Tippecanoe County, | wish to express our
heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for his
leadership and service to our community,
state, and country.

John is a lifelong Hoosier and Tippecanoe
County resident. He served as District 1 Tip-
pecanoe County Commissioner since 1997.
During those 17 years, he oversaw the con-
struction of the County Parking Garage and
organized the development of the Tippecanoe
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County Community Corrections Center. Pre-
viously, he served the people of Tippecanoe
County as a member of the County Council for
two terms. During his time on the council, he
oversaw the remodel and renovation of the
Tippecanoe County Office Building and the
unique and historic County Courthouse. His
past service on the Tipmont REMC Board of
Directors helped keep energy affordable to
Hoosier families. He also shared his love of lit-
erature with younger generations while a
member of the Tippecanoe Library Board.

| have known John and his family since the
very beginning of my public service career. He
has always been willing to share advice on a
variety of good government measures. He is a
role model for his friends, family, leaders in
the community, and the citizens of Tippecanoe
County.

| am honored to congratulate him on his re-
tirement and thank him on behalf of the peo-
ple of Tippecanoe County for his years of
service to his community, his goodwill, and
dedication in helping make Indiana a better
place to live. John, thank you for sharing your
talents and generosity in service to the Great-
er Lafayette area.

———

A TRIBUTE TO THE PEOPLE OF
THE THIRTY-SIXTH DISTRICT OF
TEXAS

HON. STEVE STOCKMAN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. STOCKMAN. Mr. Speaker, as | deliver
my last speech as a Congressman for the
36th District of Texas, | want to begin by once
again thanking the people of Southeast Texas
for giving me the honor of representing them.

Our oil produces everything from the gas
you put in your car to the PVC in an
antifracking bumper sticker. We build the
spacecraft that explore the stars and the
freighters that serve every port in the world.
The 36th District's powerful economic reach
goes around the world and even into space.

But we in Southeast Texas aren’t just
known for giving birth to NASA and the world’s
oil industry. We are also known for fighting for
what we believe in no matter the odds.

| first came to Congress in 1995. The man
| defeated was a 42-year incumbent, the
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee and the
most senior Democrat in Congress in one of
the most heavily Democrat districts in Amer-
ica. The district had never in 100 years elect-
ed a Republican, and he remains the most
senior member of Congress to have been de-
feated in a general election.

| overcame similar odds to return here in
2012. We defeated the President of the Texas
Senate in a district he had drawn for himself
and was supposed to win without a runoff. We
forced a runoff, without him in it, where | de-
feated a millionaire who outspent me 15 to 1.

My election to this Congress had the lowest
dollar-per-vote of any winning federal cam-
paign in America, despite having to face three
elections, two of which | was not favored to
win.

Those two victories over improbable odds
prove anything is possible, if you know how to
fight for it.

| bring this up because this Congress faces
a monumental fight. The very survival of our
constitutional republic is in question.
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Will this Congress allow Barack Obama to
centralize authority in the White House under
an imperial Presidency, or will we take back
our Constitutional Republic?

Too many in this chamber are perfectly
happy to let Obama render them irrelevant.

| am not one of them. | didn’t come here to
settle in. | came here to upset things.

| introduced several measures that would
restore our congressional oversight and our
constitutional republic.

When Barack Obama used Executive Or-

ders to violate the Second Amendment, |
fought back. Working with Senator RAND
PAUL, | introduced the Restore the Constitution
Act, which would nullify any executive action
and prohibit funding of any action that
oversteps the President’s constitutional author-
ity.
yI also introduced the Second Amendment
Protection Act of 2013 to prohibit all UN fund-
ing as long as they continue to target peaceful
gun owners, as well as the Safe Military
Bases Act to allow our soldiers to carry fire-
arms to stop terrorists.

| introduced the first-ever Sanctity of Life Act
in 1995, and brought it back to this Congress,
to declare that life begins at conception and to
end the tragedy of abortion.

| introduced H. Res. 306, which would have
forced a vote on establishing a Select Com-
mittee to investigate President Obama’s bun-
gled response to the terrorist attacks on our
consulate in Benghazi, Libya. The public pres-
sure created by that eventually led to a House
investigation of the terrorist act.

| introduced the Virtual Currency Tax Re-
form Act and the Cryptocurrency Protocol Pro-
tection and Moratorium Act to protect the
emerging technologies of alternative cur-
rencies, which will eventually lead to greater
prosperity and economic opportunity for all.

And | introduced the Audit the Fed Act, to
require transparency and accountability in the
Federal Reserve System.

| helped lead the battle against amnesty for
illegal aliens in every possible way. | was able
to block the 2013 Senate amnesty bill—which
was on a fast track to passage—with the ‘blue
slip’ procedure, resulting in the Chairman of
the House Ways and Means Committee de-
claring the bill in violation of the Constitution.

This year | inspected and reported my find-
ings about our porous border and the inhu-
mane facilities which were used to house ille-
gal alien children. In addition, my SECURITY
Act would build the 2,000 mile border fence
and eliminate many of the so-called magnet
benefits, which would dramatically reduce if
not halt illegal immigration.

| also filed five resolutions seeking to force
the President, Attorney General, Treasury
Secretary, FEC Chairman and Defense Sec-
retary to turn over all emails in their or in the
NSA’s possession which were sent to or from
former IRS official Lois Lerner. Since then, the
supposedly lost emails have been uncovered.

The IRS’ actions amount to a crime, and
one that the highest official should be account-
able for.

These acts and resolutions are needed now
more than ever, because these next two years
will be among the most perilous in American
history.

As we saw in the ongoing IRS scandal, the
left in America seems intent to use the gov-
ernment to target citizens who speak out.

They did it to Ted Stevens. They did it to
Tom Delay. Theyre doing it to Rick Perry.
And they will do it to you.
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This Congress and the next must rein in
those activists who weaponize the government
to target opponents.

From the IRS to the EPA to the FEC, politi-
cians are perverting the mission of federal
agencies. Instead of administering laws
passed by Congress, federal agencies are
now used to target those whose ideas differ
from those in power.

This perversion of power extends to the tar-
geting of law-abiding gun owners by political
activists in the Justice Department, the tar-
geting of landowners by political activists in
the Interior Department and EPA, and the tar-
geting of people of faith by virtually all federal
agencies.

Liberals are building an America where gov-
ernment is used to settle scores and stifle op-
posing ideas.

Congress must fight back.

We must protect, and restore the Second
Amendment by repealing anti-gun laws and
reining in a rogue Justice Department.

We must protect the right to life by passing
a Human Life Amendment to the Constitution
and repealing Obamacare.

We must protect a free economy by passing
a REINS Act to take away the power of bu-
reaucrats to make up and enforce their own
laws, and by repealing all laws and govern-
ment agencies not explicitly spelled out in Arti-
cle I, Section 8 of the Constitution.

And this Congress and the next must re-
store a Constitutional Presidency by taking
back powers usurped by the White House and
repealing all Executive Orders that defy the
Constitution.

Just because | won’t be here in the well
doesn’t mean | won’t continue to fight.

And we must fight more ferociously than
ever if we are to save this constitutional re-
public.

It has been an honor to serve with you all.
Thank you for this opportunity to speak, and |
pray that the members of the 114th Congress
will fight with fire in their bellies for the life of
our Republic.

HONORING LAMBS OF GOD, INC.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a landmark establish-
ment within the Clinton community that pro-
vides one of the most critical and essential
services for all working parents: Lambs of
God, Inc.

Lambs of God, Inc., formerly known as
Agape’ Childcare, was established on August
1987 by Jessie and Shirley Burns of Bolton,
Mississippi. Over the past two decades, the
establishment has changed ownership and
name twice, but the quality of childcare and
nurturing has continued to grow for over 20
years. In 1998, Victor and Cantrell Keyes, also
of Bolton, Mississippi, became the new own-
ers and changed the name to Agape Christian
Academy. In June 2005, Kenneth and Vickie
Lewis of Clinton, Mississippi became the es-
tablishment's present day owners and re-
named the business Lambs of God, Inc.

Over 1000 children have been served and
ministered to through Lambs of God, Inc.
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