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service to our country because you an-
swered the call. 

I want to also say thank you to my 
staff: 

My longest-serving staff member, 
Kim Rubin, who came with me on day 
one and who has served me every single 
day so superbly as my scheduler. There 
is no one quite like her, and I have ab-
solutely no idea how I will order my 
life once I leave here without Kim 
Rubin. 

I say thank you to my chief of staff, 
Robert Boland, who has stepped in and 
done a wonderful job with our well or-
ganized machine in our office. He 
makes it a joy for everyone in our of-
fice to serve. 

I say thank you to my press commu-
nications director, Dan Kotman, who 
has done such a wonderful job every 
day challenging me to make sure that 
I can be as good as I can and to keep 
me from making the mistakes that I 
am all too prone to make; 

For Mikayla Hall, who keeps me on 
the current edge in absolutely every-
thing that she does, with a brilliant ca-
reer in front of her; 

For Renee Doyle, my dear longtime 
friend and legislative director, who has 
a heart of gold and who has served tire-
lessly in every form of her capacity; 

For Jason Frye, Sergeant Frye, who 
has served our Nation as a veteran but 
who now will be a legislative director 
for my successor, and he will do a won-
derful job serving. 

For Kevin Wysocki, who has served 
me so well. I thank him, Mr. Speaker, 
for the brilliant, high-quality man of 
integrity that he is; 

For Jessica Cahill, who has always 
been there to serve me in every pos-
sible capacity that she was asked to do; 

For our intern Julie; for our district 
director Deb Steiskal, who has been so 
faithful to me during my time in serv-
ice; for Barbara Harper, who has been 
with me through thick and thin 
through 16 years of activism and polit-
ical life; for Nicole Severson Pelzer, 
who serves our veterans; for Karen Mil-
ler, who will continue to serve our dis-
trict. 

I am so grateful for the Capitol Po-
lice, for all that they have done to se-
cure my safety; for the Sergeant at 
Arms; for our chaplains; our Bible 
study leaders; for the Clerk’s Office. 

I want to give a special shout-out to 
James, who runs the railroad car in the 
basement of the Rayburn Building. 
James has become a wonderful friend, a 
man of God, and we literally have tears 
in our eyes when we are saying good- 
bye to each other in these last days. He 
has brought joy to my heart, and I 
thank him as well as I thank Maria, 
who stands right out here outside the 
door. She has to fetch me all the time 
because I am usually the last one in 
the Chamber, trying to get more busi-
ness done, and Maria says it is time to 
go, Congresswoman, and I thank God 
for Maria and what a darling that she 
has been. 

I am grateful for the committee staff 
from the Financial Services Com-

mittee, on which I have been privileged 
to serve for 8 years, for the committee 
staff on the Intel Committee. No one 
knows how hard they work and what a 
vital service they play to our Nation. 

I am grateful for Bonnie, the elevator 
lady, who is always so happy. 

I am grateful for the two ladies at 
our lunch counter back in the cloak-
room, to Ms. Pat and Ms. Doris. You 
are such good cooks, you make wonder-
ful sandwiches, and I always knew that 
if I was short $2, you would see me 
through to the next day. So thank you 
for believing in my creditworthiness. 

More than anything, I want to say 
thank you to the Founders of this Na-
tion, who gave us the most incredible 
ride by believing in us and in our fu-
ture, by recognizing that these truths 
are self-evident, that all men and all 
women are created equal, that we are 
endowed by our Creator with certain 
inalienable rights, that among those 
rights are life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. 

What that means to me is this: no 
government gave me rights that only 
God can give, and no government can 
take away the rights that only God can 
give. The only reason that we even 
have a government and the only reason 
it was instituted among men is to se-
cure for me and for you the rights that 
God gave us: life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness. Beyond that, we rule 
by the consent of the governed. 

This is a pretty simple gig to figure 
out here. There are things that govern-
ment can’t touch. Would that we would 
learn that. But there are things that 
we do, and those things that we do 
should be for the happiness of man-
kind. You see, it is our job not to think 
only of ourselves, but to think of the 
generations that are yet to come. 

My favorite Americans are people 
who didn’t know they were Americans. 
They were the Pilgrims. They came 
here before our Nation was founded. I 
love the story that was written by Gov-
ernor Bradford. He wrote in his jour-
nal, which I have read in the King’s 
English multiple times. The Pilgrims 
are one of my favorite groups of people. 

Governor Bradford wrote that with 
the sorrow and the sacrifice that the 
Pilgrims made—you know, the very 
first year when they came over, fully 
half of them died in that first starving 
winter. Governor Bradford wrote that 
it was worth it all because the Pilgrims 
saw themselves, in his words, as step-
ping stones. He said they willingly laid 
down their lives and sacrificed them-
selves because they looked into the fu-
ture, Mr. Speaker, and they saw you, 
and they saw me, and they saw all of 
the American generations that would 
come after them, and they saw what a 
marvelous land filled with natural re-
sources, the ability to have freedom, a 
completely new covenant, a completely 
new promise that we could make with 
the future and with the God that we 
trust. 

We could have here a brand new, or-
dered experiment in liberty, and we 

did. The generations benefited, and our 
generation has benefited like nothing 
before. And that is what we too must 
do. 

As I wind down my remarks, I say 
thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you 
that I could have that privilege of also 
being a stepping stone to look to the 
future so that the next generation 
would live better than we do today. 
Thank you for the privilege. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
S. 2244, TERRORISM RISK INSUR-
ANCE PROGRAM REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2014; PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF MO-
TIONS TO SUSPEND THE RULES; 
AND PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD 
FROM DECEMBER 12, 2014, 
THROUGH JANUARY 3, 2015 

Ms. FOXX from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 113–654) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 775) providing for consideration of 
the bill (S. 2244) to extend the termi-
nation date of the Terrorism Insurance 
Program established under the Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002, and 
for other purposes; providing for con-
sideration of motions to suspend the 
rules; and providing for proceedings 
during the period from December 12, 
2014, through January 3, 2015, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN JOHN 
DINGELL ON HIS RETIREMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
SPEIER) for 30 minutes. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, one of the 
great privileges of serving in this body 
is that occasionally we walk among gi-
ants. Most of us 435 Members are ordi-
nary, but among us are a few extraor-
dinary citizens who become Members 
of Congress and serve this great coun-
try. 

We are saying good-bye this week to 
one of those giants. JOHN DINGELL, 
after serving some 59 years in this 
Chamber, is leaving us, and leaving us 
with a legacy of legislation that is 
truly astonishing: the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, the 1990 Clean Air Act amend-
ments, the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
legislation to create the first inter-
national wildlife refuge in North Amer-
ica, not to mention the Civil Rights 
Act or the Affordable Care Act or any 
number of other giant pieces of legisla-
tion. 

He has often said when asked about 
the jurisdiction that he was in charge 
of as chair of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee that he would point 
to a map of the Earth when asked 
about his jurisdiction and would say, 
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