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been forthcoming with other efforts.
We need to make sure that every effort
is indeed making progress on restoring
the bay.
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At the same time as we look at those
efforts, it is difficult to pinpoint ex-
actly where and how much money is
being spent across this wide scope of
bay restoration activities. To remedy
this, we must ensure that Federal,
State, and local efforts are not working
at cross-purposes and that the restora-
tion effort, as a whole, is coordinated
and efficient. Today, when we are in a
resource-challenged environment, we
must get the most out of the dollars we
spend to restore the bay.

This simple legislation would require
a crosscut budget to ensure Federal
dollars currently spent on bay restora-
tion activities produce results and en-
sure that we are coordinating how res-
toration dollars are being spent. That
coordination at the local, State, and
Federal level is critical to make sure
that we demonstrate results and that
we continue those efforts that have
proven to be successful. It is also crit-
ical to make sure that we are not du-
plicating efforts or unnecessarily
spending money in areas that are not
producing results.

Second, the bill would require the ap-
pointment of an independent evaluator
to review restoration activities in the
watershed. The Chesapeake Bay Ac-
countability and Recovery Act is a
smart, commonsense piece of legisla-
tion that will lead to better spending
decisions and Dbetter government,
which will ensure that more resources
are available to help restore the Na-
tion’s largest estuary, the Chesapeake
Bay.

This has been a truly cooperative ef-
fort, and I am very grateful for the
leadership of Senator MARK WARNER
and Senator TIM KAINE as champions of
Chesapeake Bay restoration. I would
also like to thank my fellow Virginia
Representatives FRANK WOLF, JIM
MORAN, BOBBY ScoTT, GERRY CON-
NOLLY, and ScCOTT RIGELL—as well as
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN of Maryland—and
Congressman RANDY FORBES for their
consistent support in getting this bill
through the House.

I first introduced this bill in 2008, and
it has been a difficult road to get to
where we are now, but the Chesapeake
Bay, too, has had a difficult road. With
the House passage today, Mr. Speaker,
we will be one step closer to the next
chapter of the Chesapeake Bay’s long
history of efforts to restore her to her
previous bounty.

Today, we see that the economic
foundation of our region remains vest-
ed in the Chesapeake Bay, and it con-
tinues to be a national treasure. We
hope that with today’s efforts it will
continue to be enjoyed for generations
and generations to come.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the Chesapeake Bay and this
commonsense bill.
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Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to adopt
this very hard bill that went through
arduous examination from all aspects,
and I commend the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WITTMAN) for his work on
it.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1000.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

JOHN MUIR NATIONAL HISTORIC
SITE EXPANSION ACT

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 5699) to author-
ize the Secretary of the Interior to ac-
quire approximately 44 acres of land in
Martinez, California, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5699

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“John Muir Na-
tional Historic Site Expansion Act’’.

SEC. 2. JOHN MUIR NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
LAND ACQUISITION.

(a) ACQUISITION.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior may acquire by donation the approrimately
44 acres of land, and interests in such land, that
are identified on the map entitled ‘‘John Muir
National Historic Site Proposed Boundary Ex-
pansion’’, numbered 426/127150, and dated No-
vember, 2014.

(b) BOUNDARY.—Upon the acquisition of the
land authorized by subsection (a), the Secretary
of the Interior shall adjust the boundaries of the
John Muir Historic Site in Martinez, California,
to include the land identified on the map re-
ferred to in subsection (a).

(c) ADMINISTRATION.—The land and interests
in land acquired under subsection (a) shall be
administered as part of the John Muir National
Historic Site established by the Act of August 31,
1964 (Public Law 88-547; 78 Stat. 753; 16 U.S.C.
461 note).

(d) DATE CERTAIN.—The authority provided in
subsections (a), (b), and (c) shall apply only if
the lands identified on the map entitled “‘John
Muir National Historic Site Proposed Boundary
Expansion’ are held in title by the Muir Herit-
age Land Trust by May 31, 2015.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) and the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Washington.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the John Muir Historic
Site was established in 1964 and cur-
rently consists of 345 acres in Martinez,
California. H.R. 5699 allows the Na-
tional Park Service to accept the dona-
tion of 44 acres of property adjacent to
the John Muir National Historic Site.
This donation will enhance the rec-
reational value of the existing park by
creating new opportunities for visitors.
It is a good bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Mr. MIL-
LER on this legislation. H.R. 5699 will
authorize the National Park Service to
expand the boundary of the John Muir
National Historic Site and acquire, by
donation, 44 acres of land from the
Muir Heritage Land Trust. It will ex-
pand the site and help carry on Muir’s
legacy of conservation and environ-
mental stewardship.

John Muir is an important historic
figure to me and to millions of other
Americans in terms of his advocacy for
the environment. Obviously, we owe
him a great debt of gratitude for many,
many of the actions of his legacy—Yo-
semite and Sequoia National Parks,
and he also founded the Sierra Club
back in the early part of the last cen-
tury. This bill will contribute to his
legacy and help protect and conserve
the place where he found solace and in-
spiration in his later years.

It was interesting to me. I read an ar-
ticle that I would describe as sort of as-
cribing 21st century political correct-
ness on the part of a few historians—
one from UCLA, one from Stanford,
and one person from the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity—essentially criti-
cizing and denying the legacy of John
Muir and using a 21st century politi-
cally correct backwards telescope to
look at it. It is just extraordinary to
me that there are people like that who
exist. Sure, he didn’t live up to 2lst
century political correctness, and he
certainly couldn’t have predicted the
phenomenal growth of the Western
United States and the need for amen-
ities that relate to the environment in
major urban areas, but what he saved
is an extraordinary gift enjoyed by mil-
lions of Americans and people from
around the entire world every year. I
just have to say to those people that
they are a bit misguided.

With that, I want to congratulate my
friend and colleague Representative
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GEORGE MILLER on this. Obviously, this
is coming at the end of an extraor-
dinary career of service to America and
protecting our environment for future
generations. I think it is really, really
appropriate that Mr. MILLER is moving
this bill to help perpetuate the legacy
of someone else who, at a much earlier
time, also contributed phenomenally to
our public resources and assets.

With that, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER).

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding, and I want to thank Chair-
man HASTINGS and Ranking Member
DEFAZzIO for their help in bringing this
bill to the floor. It has been subject to
negotiations that didn’t end until just
a couple of weeks ago, and fortunately,
we have this time for Congress to con-
sider it. It is a very simple bill that
will greatly benefit our national park
system by expanding the John Muir
National Historic Site in my congres-
sional district in Martinez at no cost to
the Federal Government.

The Muir Historic Site is a terrific
resource for people living in and vis-
iting the bay area. Thousands and
thousands and thousands of people
come to the historic site every year.
Schoolchildren visit it on a regular
basis, and certainly visitors from Scot-
land come to the site to learn about
this rather remarkable native of Scot-
land who stirred up so much activity in
the United States.

As Ranking Member DEFAZIO pointed
out, he was absolutely key to the
founding and existence of Yosemite Na-
tional Park and Sequoia National
Park. In fact, he left his home site that
is part of this park and walked to the
Sierras to explore the Sierras and to
live in them and to write about them.
Some of his most famous books were
written on those journeys.

This land, what we know locally as
the Plummer Ranch, is contiguous to
the John Muir National Historic Site.
It was once part of a ranch owned by
John Swett. John Swett was a very
close friend of John Muir. There are
many historic pictures of them to-
gether. John Swett was, in fact, the fa-
ther of the California public school sys-
tem. They spent a great deal of time in
this area, both farming, farming fruit
and grapes and other agricultural prod-
ucts, and were very close friends. So
this donation by the Muir Heritage
Land Trust to the Federal Govern-
ment, if we accept it, will bring these
two pillars of California’s history to-
gether, linking the physical connected-
ness of their ranches. It will connect
this area to Mount Wanda, which was
named after John Muir’s daughter. He
used to have orchards at the top and
side of Mount Wanda.

So this is really a win-win for the
historic community, and it is a win-
win for this historic site which is vis-
ited by so many people. It is a win for
the taxpayers since the money was
raised locally to purchase this land
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from the original owner and to provide
it in donation to the National Park
Service. With the passage of this bill,
that transaction will be completed. It
will expand this park. The Nation will
have the benefit of this additional his-
toric asset to the site for people to
visit and to understand.

Again, I want to thank Chairman
HASTINGS for making time for this leg-
islation in his committee’s jurisdiction
and deliberations, and my good friend
PETER DEFAZIO for allowing me to
present this on the floor. Thank you so
much to both of you.

I urge all of my colleagues to vote
‘“‘aye’ on this matter.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, this is a good piece of legisla-
tion. I urge its adoption.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5699, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

CHIEF STANDING BEAR NATIONAL
HISTORIC TRAIL FEASIBILITY
STUDY

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 5086) to amend
the National Trails System Act to di-
rect the Secretary of the Interior to
conduct a study on the feasibility of
designating the Chief Standing Bear
National Historic Trail, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5086

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CHIEF STANDING BEAR NATIONAL
HISTORIC TRAIL FEASIBILITY
STUDY.

(a) AMENDMENT.—Section 5(c) of the Na-
tional Trails System Act (16 U.S.C. 1244(c)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(__ ) CHIEF STANDING BEAR NATIONAL HIS-
TORIC TRAIL.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Standing Bear
Trail, extending approximately 550 miles
from Niobrara, Nebraska, to Ponca City,
Oklahoma, which follows the route taken by
Chief Standing Bear and the Ponca people
during Federal Indian removal, and approxi-
mately 550 miles from Ponca City, OKkla-
homa, through Omaha, Nebraska, to
Niobrara, Nebraska, which follows the return
route taken by Chief Standing Bear and the
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Ponca people, as generally depicted on the
map entitled ‘Chief Standing Bear National
Historic Trail Feasibility Study’, numbered
903/125,630, and dated November 2014.

“(B) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The map de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) shall be on file
and available for public inspection in the ap-
propriate offices of the Department of the In-
terior.

‘(C) COMPONENTS.—The feasibility study
conducted pursuant to subparagraph (A)
shall include a determination on whether the
Chief Standing Bear Trail meets the criteria
in subsection (b) of for designation as a na-
tional historic trail.”.

(b) TIMELINE.—The feasibility study au-
thorized by the amendment in subsection (a)
shall be completed not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) and the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Washington.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5086, authored by
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
FORTENBERRY), directs the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a study on the
feasibility of designating the Chief
Standing Bear National Historic Trail.

The proposed trail would extend ap-
proximately 550 miles between Ne-
braska and Oklahoma, following the
route taken by Chief Standing Bear
and the Ponca people during the Fed-
eral Indian removal. The trail would
also commemorate the chief’s return to
Nebraska and subsequent trial in 1879
when he became the first Native Amer-
ican to be recognized as a person in a
Federal court decision. It is a good
piece of legislation. I urge its adoption.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
and I rise in support of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5086 directs the
Secretary of the Interior to conduct a
study on the feasibility of designating
the Chief Standing Bear National His-
toric Trail in Oklahoma, Nebraska, and
Kansas. The trail extends 550 miles fol-
lowing the same route taken by Chief
Standing Bear and the Ponca people
during Federal Indian removal in 1877
and their subsequent return to Ne-
braska.

Chief Standing Bear played an impor-
tant role in American history. He was
the first Native American recognized
by the United States Government as a
person under law, following his arrest



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-25T13:06:39-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




