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items to Broward County’s homeless and
needy.

She also worked to connect countless num-
bers of South Floridians with legal aid, vet-
eran’s services, Medicaid assistance, and
emergency shelters.

She has capably led the Jubilee Center over
the past decade and raised it to new heights.

It is worth noting that Volunteer Broward re-
cently honored the Center as the “Agency of
the Year” for all volunteer groups serving
Broward County.

This is a tribute to Michele’s tireless and
fierce leadership.

She always demanded the best from herself
and those around her in the service of others.

Poverty and despair can be powerful forces
in society, but they certainly met their match
when confronted by Michele’s force of will to
bring hope to others.

It is also not surprising that before her tire-
less efforts at the Jubilee Center, she served
our community through her ministry work as a
pastor.

Anyone who has ever worked with her will
tell you that Michele was driven by an as-
tounding love for people.

I and many of my Congressional District Of-
fice staff as well as my children, have had the
honor of joining Michele every year to help the
Jubilee Center serve Thanksgiving dinner to
the less fortunate in our community—a job
Michele did with grace and pride.

This year on Thanksgiving we will again
gather to help our community—Michele
Venable’s community.

| am sure that we will all be missing
Michele’s warm smile and bright disposition.

But we honor her memory if we carry on her
amazing commitment to helping those less for-
tunate in our community.

In this way her spirit of compassionate altru-
ism lives on and inspires others to walk in her
footsteps.

In this time of Thanksgiving, | give thanks
for Michele Venable and a life well lived in
service to our South Florida community.

———

ACKNOWLEDGING THE ANNUAL
COWBOY CHRISTMAS COOK-OFF

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the annual Cowboy Christmas
Cook-Off which takes place each December,
in Mission, Texas.

The Cowboy Christmas Cook-Off is an Inter-
national Barbeque Cookers Association state
championship event; the occasion features a
festive combination of good music and good
eating, with proceeds benefiting the Silver Rib-
bon Community Partners, who provide emer-
gency relief assistance and educational pro-
grams for seniors and individuals with disabil-
ities.

Talented barbeque chefs from Texas face
off to see who can cook up the tastiest brisket,
pork spareribs, and chicken. The Cowboy
Christmas Cook-Off is an exciting time for
young and old alike and is a much-anticipated
gathering for residents of South Texas.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize this
celebration of Lone Star-style food and music
and | thank you for this time.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

RECOGNIZING JOHN HARRIS
HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. John Harris for being the recipi-
ent of the 2014 Agriculturist of the Year award
from the Greater Fresno Area Chamber of
Commerce. John has made countless con-
tributions to California’s agricultural economy,
and his efforts deserve to be honored.

John was born into a family with strong agri-
cultural roots. His parents grew cotton and
grain on their family farm. John attended the
University of California at Davis (UC Davis),
and later, founded Harris Ranch. Harris Ranch
is one of the leading producers of agricultural
goods in the nation. His products include: al-
monds, pistachios, citrus, and various vege-
table crops.

Under John’s leadership, Harris Ranch has
been a leading beef producer in California’s
Central Valley for years. Additionally, Harris
Ranch is the largest cattle feeder ranch in the
state, and it produces over 150 million pounds
of beef a year.

Harris Ranch also breeds thoroughbred rac-
ing horses. This year, Harris Ranch received
national media attention because of the racing
horse champion, California Chrome.

John served as the president of the Cali-
fornia Thoroughbred Breeders Association and
is currently a member of the executive com-
mittee in the association. John is also a mem-
ber of the California Horse Racing Board and
served as a chairman in 2004, 2005 and
2009. He also is a member of the Jockey
Club, and is a very dedicated man to the sport
of horse racing.

John is an active community member, and
he is a strong supporter of Saint Agnes Med-
ical, the California Cattlemen’s Association,
and Western Growers Association. Addition-
ally, he supports agricultural education and
donates to UC Davis, California State Univer-
sity, Fresno, and the California Polytechnic
State University, San Luis Obispo.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask our colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to recognize Mr. John Harris. He
is truly deserving of this recognition, and |
thank him for all of the contributions he has
made to California’s San Joaquin Valley.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DR. MERE-
DITH CARTER FOR HIS 32 YEARS
OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO
HAMILTON COUNTY, INDIANA

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the outstanding career and
accomplishments of Dr. Meredith Carter. For
more than three decades, Dr. Carter has
served as an educator, nonprofit administrator,
member of the Hamilton County Council and
S0 much more.

Born on May 27, 1939, in Cutler, Indiana,
Dr. Carter is a lifelong Hoosier. After grad-
uating from Cutler High School, Dr. Carter
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earned both a Bachelor's and Master’'s degree
in biology from Butler University. He then went
on to earn an Ed.D. in Educational Administra-
tion from Ball State University.

Dr. Carter began his tenure on the Hamilton
County Council on January 1, 1983. Since
then, he has been a leading contributor to the
exceptional economic growth and develop-
ment Hamilton County has experienced. His
leadership played a critical role in endeavors
such as the building of the County Judicial
Center, remodeling of the County Courthouse
and the building of multiple transportation in-
frastructure projects.

Along with his academic achievements and
32 years as an elected official, Dr. Carter is a
fixture in the Hoosier education and develop-
ment communities. Dr. Carter taught for eight
years in the public school system before com-
pleting a 38 year distinguished tenure as a
professor, administrator and chancellor with
lvy Tech Community College. He also serves
on the boards of JANUS Development Serv-
ices, Inc and Aspire Indiana. JANUS is an or-
ganization committed to providing individuals
with disabilities the opportunity to join the
workforce and play an active role in their com-
munity. Aspire Indiana provides comprehen-
sive community mental health services, work-
ing on issues ranging from youth and family
services to helping people overcome sub-
stance abuse.

With these accomplishments and many
more, it is clear to see that Meredith Carter
has been a strong advocate for the people of
Hamilton County and the State of Indiana. |
am proud to represent a district with a legacy
of dedicated public servants like Dr. Carter.

Dr. Carter has dedicated his life in service
to Hamilton County, the state of Indiana and
the United States. | join the entire Hamilton
County community in thanking Dr. Carter for
his service and congratulating him on a re-
markable career. Although his tenure as an
elected official is coming to a close, Hamilton
County looks forward to many more years of
having Dr. Carter as a key figure in the com-
munity.

——————

NATIONAL CAREER DEVELOPMENT
MONTH

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of National Career Development Month.

In conversations with businesses across my
home state of Rhode lIsland, | have been
hearing a constant refrain: Employers have job
openings but are unable to find local, skilled
workers with the expertise necessary to fill the
open positions. Meanwhile, job seekers find it
hard to acquire these skills without the proper
training, a vicious cycle that continues to hold
back our economy.

As Co-Chair of the bipartisan Career and
Technical Education Caucus, closing the skills
gap is one of my top priorities. In order to
match students with the skills they need, |
have introduced the bipartisan Counseling For
Career Choice Act. This bill would help to
make sure that school counselors and stu-
dents know of the full range of options avail-
able to them post-graduation. By tracking
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workforce trends and increasing collaboration
between employers and educators, we can
help students to make informed decisions re-
garding their career paths.

Comprehensive career counseling is a vital
component of skills training and helps to better
align school curricula with local workforce
trends and available post-secondary opportu-
nities. While not every job will require a col-
lege degree, some sort of postsecondary edu-
cation will be necessary. Whether it comes
from a community college, a skills training pro-
gram, or on-the-job-training, we need to
change what it means to be college- and ca-
reer-ready. We need to provide students with
the knowledge and experience that will truly
prepare them for what’s next.

However, we cannot neglect the skills gap
that remains for people already in the work-
force. Many workers need to learn new skills
to advance their careers, and although they
may not have the option to work with a school
counselor, they can foster connections with
career development professionals.

Across the nation, career development pro-
fessionals help students to achieve their goals
by providing professional development re-
sources, scientific resources and advocacy.
Each November, career development profes-
sionals celebrate the achievements of their cli-
ents with career-focused events and activities
including the National Career Development
Association (NCDA) Poetry and Poster Con-
test. In fact, this year marks the 49th success-
ful competition, which is appropriately titled,
“Reimagining Life’'s Possibilities: Celebrating
First Jobs Through Encore Careers.”

NCDA represents a broad range of mem-
bers that provide career intervention and sup-
port services. Members include school and
college counselors, One Stop Career Center
counselors, Veterans Administration coun-
selors, and private practice counselors, coach-
es and consultants. NCDA supports its mem-
bers by providing research, advocacy and
training. Last year, NCDA celebrated its 100th
year of providing professional service to indi-
viduals seeking career advancement and suc-
cess.

| would like to thank all career development
professionals for their dedication to helping
Americans improve their skillsets, find quality
employment and achieve their professional
and personal goals.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 55 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO BARTLETT, IL BY
MR. BILL “TIK” TIKNIS

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the service of Mr. Bill “Tik” Tiknis,
a resident of Bartlett, lllinois, in my Congres-
sional district.

Bill Tiknis moved with his family to Bartlett
in 1956 and dedicated his life in service to his
community. Bill gave a remarkable 55 years of
service in jobs including serving as Village
President, Village Trustee, and the Founder
and President of the Bartlett Chamber of Com-
merce. He was a volunteer Fire Fighter and
later District Commissioner of the Bartlett Fire
Protection District and was a Charter Member
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of the Bartlett Rotary and President of the
Hanover Township Foundation. Bill's leader-
ship in these roles left an indelible mark on
Bartlett and has created a lasting legacy.

Apart from his time spent in local govern-
ment, Bill helped organize youth football in
Bartlett and created the Bartlett Park District.
While he was Village President, he helped
preserve a town landmark by working to pur-
chase Bartlett Hills Golf Club with over-
whelming support from the community. The
Village now has a “Bill Tiknis Golf Classic” in
his honor.

Recently, the Village of Bartlett has named
the seventh of April as Bill Tiknis Day and
Hanover Township Administration Center re-
named their building the “Bill Tiknis Campus”
at a ceremony attended by over 200 commu-
nity members and leaders. He is a true living
legend in the Village of Bartlett.

Mr. Speaker and Distinguished Colleagues,
please join me in recognizing Mr. Bill Tiknis as
a wonderful example of citizenship and service
and wishing him much success in his next
chapter.

————

CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CIVIL WAR REVIS-
ITED

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 25th anniversary of the Fresno
Historical Society’s Civil War Revisited cele-
bration, taking place on October 18-19, 2014.

On September 29-30, 1990, more than
10,000 visitors in Fresno’s Kearney Park were
able to travel back in time to witness four bat-
tles between Union and confederate soldiers
that originally took place in 1864 near Atlanta,
Georgia. Three hundred volunteers from
throughout California were sponsored by the
Civil War Reenactment Society to assemble
and act in authentic Civil War battles complete
with cannon volleys, musket fire, rebel yells,
costumes, and charging horses.

These volunteers were educated in depth
about the lives of the characters they portray,
leaving visitors with a broader view of the
times and lives of people during the time pe-
riod. Such authenticity allowed the audience,
and over 4,000 students to learn firsthand,
vivid history lessons from conversations with
soldiers in the 1864 setting.

Over the 25 years of its existence, Civil War
Revisited has grown to be one of the largest
civil war reenactments in the Western United
States. So much so, that it is often referred to
as “an American history class for thousands.”

In 2001, the event expanded by adding a
school day program called “Time Travelers at
the Civil War.” This program allows students
to interact with historical figures such as Presi-
dent Lincoln, Clara Barton, Walt Whitman and
Harriet Tubman. Additionally, they are able to
speak with military re-enactors to learn about
life as a part of the war effort, but they are
also able to speak to blacksmiths and dress-
makers in order to get a glimpse into day to
day life in the era.

A unique component of the school day pro-
gram is a play, featuring a cast of students
who bring the voices of children of the Civil
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War period to life, known as Readers’ heater.
Students often rehearse at school leading up
to a performance during the Civil War reenact-
ment. To date, the Time Travelers program
has hosted 22,000 students from throughout
the San Joaquin Valley since its establish-
ment. This allows students to learn about his-
tory using a more interactive, unique perspec-
tive, as opposed to solely reading about the
period in textbooks or watching videos.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the outstanding accomplish-
ments of the Fresno Historical Society in its 25
years of excellence in accurately reenacting
such an important point in American history.

———

THE DEDICATION OF A BUST OF
VACLAV HAVEL IN THE UNITED
STATES CAPITOL

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, today, Democrats
and Republicans from both the House and
Senate came together to dedicate a bust of
former Czech President Vaclav Havel that will
be displayed prominently in the U.S. Capitol
building.

President Havel was both a playwright and
a freedom fighter. His literary works artfully
undermined the totalitarian Communist system
under which Czechs languished from 1948—
1989, and he co-founded the Charter 77
Movement that called out the Communist re-
gime for human rights violations as well as the
Committee for the Defense of the Unjustly
Prosecuted, which supported dissidents. He
was among the leaders of the Velvet Revolu-
tion twenty-five years ago this month, which
ended Communist rule and finally opened the
door to democracy and freedom of expression.

To his credit, President Havel navigated the
difficult process of fostering a democratic polit-
ical culture in the Czech Republic’'s new insti-
tutions of government while instilling hope for
the future in a people whose yearnings and
optimism had been suppressed for a genera-
tion. In office, he oversaw the first free and fair
elections in over four decades and worked to
build friendly ties with nations that had been
shunned by the Communist bloc. When he re-
tired in 2003, the Czech Republic had devel-
oped a vibrant democracy, had joined NATO,
and was on the cusp of entering the European
Union.

Véclav Havel died in 2011, but his legacy
continues to inspire freedom fighters and
democratic activists throughout the world. In
an op-ed in the Washington Post earlier this
week, Carl Gershman, President of the Na-
tional Endowment for Democracy, wrote about
Havel’s affection for the United States and the
values it embodies: “When he addressed a
joint session of Congress just three months
after the revolution, Havel spoke with deep
feeling about his country’s indebtedness to the
United States, including for President Wood-
row Wilson’s great support for the founding of
Czechoslovakia in 1918, U.S. sacrifice and
leadership in three wars—two hot and one
cold—to save freedom in Europe, and the
American founding documents that ‘inspire us
to be citizens.”” President Havel's advocacy
on behalf of dissidents and freedom fighters
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