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leadership has helped generations of students
successfully prepare for the future. His pas-
sion and tireless efforts have succeeded in
closing achievement gaps and improving stu-
dent achievement.

Beyond his role as Superintendent, Julian
has served on numerous committees and task
forces dedicated to serving the schools, em-
ployees, students, and youth of the Central
Coast. As an active member and leader of
several educational associations throughout
the state of California, he has earned the re-
spect and admiration of so many in the edu-
cational field. Julian has also served as an ad-
junct faculty member of the Gevirtz Graduate
School of Education at the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara, as well as in the School
of Education at California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo.

As a military veteran, educator, and commu-
nity leader, Julian’s commitment to helping
others and strengthening our Central Coast
community is truly inspiring. | thank him for his
passion, dedication, and friendship and join
our community in wishing him the best in re-
tirement and in future endeavors.

——————

TRIBUTE TO TEXAS PANHANDLE
HONOR FLIGHT

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the 33 veterans from Texas who
visited Washington, D.C., on October 10,
2014, through the Texas Panhandle Honor
Flight. My wife, Sally, and | had the distinct
pleasure of welcoming these heroes to the
Capitol.

The veterans on this flight were: Brown,
Jerry; Chambers, Obra Gerald; Crittenden,
Max; Ediger, Walt; Elliott, Glenn; Godowic,
Paul; Hartley, Gary; Hickey, D.W.; Howell,
Jack; Hunter, Vaughn; Hutson, James; Jones,
Dick; Keller, Walt; Kennedy, James; Kinser,
David Wayne; Lewis, Carroll; Mantooth, Billy;
McManaman, Dennis; Megert, Russell;
Merrick, Jim; Morris, Jerry; Pollard, Patrick;
Putnam, Julian; Runion, Thomas; Saiz, Jimmy;
Schramm, Bert; Smith, Berry; Smith, Ben-
jamin; Stratton, Henry; Swearengen, Gordon;
White, Pete; Wilhelm, Tom; Williamson, Nor-
man.

It was an honor to have the opportunity to
visit with these veterans and the volunteers
who traveled with them and to show them a
symbol of their dedication to this country and
the democracy for which they fought. The will-
ingness of the men and women in our military
to put their lives on the line to protect our
country and all of the freedoms we enjoy de-
serves our utmost gratitude and respect. |
hope that their visit to Washington, D.C., and
the Capitol was a small token of our apprecia-
tion for all they have given us throughout the
years.

Colleagues, please join me in thanking
these veterans and their families for their ex-
emplary dedication and service to this great
nation. | want to extend a significant thank you
to the local communities, all of the volunteers,
and America Supports You Texas for their ex-
tensive work in organizing this Honor Flight.
This trip would not have been possible without
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all of the financial and emotional support of
those people.

THE FUTURE OF ENERGY IN
AFRICA

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, in
the 21st century, energy has become vital to
modern societies. We no longer have to shop
for food each day because refrigerators keep
food cold and preserved longer—whether in
our homes, in restaurants or during the proc-
ess of trade. Cell phones, computers, tele-
visions and other electronics require electrical
power to allow us to lead more productive
lives in the modern world. As we have seen in
the current Ebola epidemic, it is necessary
that medicines and plasma be kept cold so
that they do not lose their potency.

It is both unfortunate and unnecessary that
more than half a billion Africans, especially in
rural areas, live without electricity.

Perhaps, the great irony is that Africa has
more than enough energy capacity to join the
rest of the world in utilizing modern tech-
nologies that require regular energy supplies.
Ironically, 30% of global oil and gas discov-
eries over the past five years have been in
sub-Saharan Africa. Yet currently, only 290
million out of 914 million Africans have access
to electricity, and the total number lacking
such access continues to rise. Bioenergy,
mainly fuel wood and charcoal, is still a major
source of fuel. Hydropower accounts for about
20% of total power supply in the region, but
less than 10% of its estimated potential has
been utilized.

A hearing | convened last week examined
the current and prospective impact of U.S.
government programs such as Power Africa
and Electrify Africa, as well as private inter-
national energy projects.

Last year, Chairman ROYCE—backed by
Ranking Members ELIOT ENGEL and KAREN
BAss—and | introduced H.R. 2548—the Elec-
trify Africa Act. This legislation seeks to build
the African power sector—from increased pro-
duction to more effective provision of energy.
H.R. 2548 passed the House this past May,
but has languished in the Senate ever since.
If no Senate action is taken during the remain-
ing days of this session of Congress, this leg-
islation will have to be reintroduced next year.

Days after the Electrify Africa Act was intro-
duced in the House, the Administration an-
nounced its Power Africa initiative and has
committed up to $7.81 billion in various types
of U.S. technical and credit assistance and
other aid to build the capacity of the African
power sector.

It seems that every few months, there is yet
another discovery of petroleum or natural gas
in Africa. Nevertheless, African countries re-
main net importers of energy, and the distribu-
tion of power from the many new sources of
energy in Africa remains unfulfilled. This con-
strains trade and economic progress, social
development and overall quality of life in Afri-
ca. Even now, one country—South Africa—ac-
counts for two-thirds of Africa’s electricity gen-
eration. All of Africa produces less than 10%
of the energy produced in the United States.
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Meanwhile, people across the continent are
forced to meet their energy needs by gath-
ering or purchasing charcoal or wood, often
putting women in dangerous situations too far
from home. Even when such fuels are safely
brought back home, their use produces indoor
pollution that too often contributes to sickness
and early death.

The current situation cannot continue much
longer. Even with 13% of the world’s popu-
lation, Africa represents only 4% of the world’s
energy demand, but this situation is changing.
According to a report this year by the Inter-
national Energy Agency (IEA), since 2000,
sub-Saharan Africa has seen rapid economic
growth and a rise in energy use by 45%.

We often speak of the rise in African econo-
mies, but for that rise to be truly realized, the
rates of power generation and supply must
match the growing demand for power. Those
cell phones that are transforming all forms of
commerce in Africa must be charged. The
consumer goods the growing African middle
class is purchasing need electricity. Africans
are increasingly unwilling to accept the black-
outs and power surges that have made life so
difficult for so long. Africans who have traveled
or lived elsewhere know this doesn’t have to
be their lot in life. In fact, even those who
don’t travel have seen how others live on their
televisions—when power is available for them
to operate.

During the colonial period in Africa, coun-
tries were limited in their industrialization, but
that period is now long past. It must no longer
be used as the reason why African countries
are behind in the process of industrialization
or power generation. Today, this lag in power
generation is more due to inadequate or unre-
alistic regulation, lack of finance for significant
power generation projects, underinvestment in
power generation even when financing is
available, the disconnection of rural popu-
lations from national and regional power grids,
high costs for electricity and other factors.

These obstacles can be overcome, but they
will require international and national collabo-
ration, public-private partnerships and the will
of governments and their citizens. We will not
get to the point we believe is necessary over-
night, but we will not get there at all if we do
not take serious measures now and implement
them faithfully and completely.

African people, like people everywhere, de-
serve the benefits that modern technology has
produced. Africa has become a prized global
consumer market, but that market cannot be
fully realized without electricity. Anyone visiting
stores in Africa can see the many modern
technologies offered to African consumers
today; they merely need guaranteed electricity
for those goods to be useful.

With regular electricity, young students can
not only study under electrical light, but also
use computers to advance their studies.
Homemakers can keep food fresh longer with
refrigerators and can stretch household in-
come farther. And hospitals can preserve
blood plasma and medicines that can save
lives.

The two panels at the hearing | held last
week examined international and national pro-
grams to achieve regular, sufficient electrical
power in Africa and private projects to add to
the supply of energy on the continent. The fu-
ture of energy in Africa is brighter than it has
been in the past, but diligent actions must be
taken now to seize the opportunities that lay
before us.
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HONORING LONE OAK UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Lone Oak United Methodist Church, a
congregation that has been an integral part of
the Lone Oak community for generations.

The history of Lone Oak United Methodist
Church can be traced back to 1854 when
eleven charter members gathered in the pri-
vate home of Ruffus Elliott at the Sabine
Forks, west of Lone Oak, forming the Lone
Oak Methodist Episcopal Church South. The
members met in the home until 1858 when the
church was moved to the Hunt School Build-
ing in Lone Oak where they continued to wor-
ship until 1871, when the congregation
merged with the Hall Church.

The Hall Church, originally known as Hef-
ner's School or Chapel, was a building con-
structed for the education of the children of
the community, but was also available to the
circuit riders and itinerant Methodist ministers
and to the local Masonic lodge. Having been
destroyed by fire in 1884, a new site was se-
lected at 218 Main Street in Lone Oak. The
Vernacular Gothic Revival church structure
was completed in 1889 and continues to serve
the congregation today.

In 1939, Lone Oak Methodist Episcopal
Church South merged with other Methodist
Episcopal and Methodist Protestants meeting
in Lone Oak to form the Lone Oak Methodist
Church. In 1968, with the merging of the
Methodist Church USA and the Evangelical
United Brethren Church, the church became
Lone Oak United Methodist Church.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to congratu-
late the congregation of Lone Oak United
Methodist Church for 160 years of fellowship
and worship, and 125 years in their present
building. May God continue to bless this con-
gregation and their ministry.

H.R. 4012 AND H.R. 1422
HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, one of the
last actions this chamber took before
recessing for the Elections wasn’t to act on
Comprehensive Immigration Reform or pass a
funding measure to avoid another Republican
Government Shutdown. We didn't exercise
Congress’s constitutional role in debating
issues of war and peace and take up an Au-
thorization for Use of Military Force in re-
sponse to the threat of ISIS. And we didn't ad-
dress our nation’s crumbling infrastructure by
passing a long-term transportation bill.

Sadly, just as they did then, the most anti-
environmental House majority is once again
engaging in science suppression and denial
simply because they disagree with the findings
and the responsible actions taken based on
those findings to protect public health and pre-
serve the environment.

H.R. 4012, for example, is an attempt to tie
the EPA’s hands by restricting the information
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it can use in drafting safeguards. If passed,
this bill would exclude a host of important
data, including university research that is pro-
tected by privacy and confidentiality laws, as
well as proprietary business information.

Not to be outdone, H.R. 1422 would weaken
the EPA’s advisory process and make it easier
for special interests to be appointed to and in-
fluence the Science Advisory Board. Do we
really want to have the impartial analysis of
our nation’s leading experts replaced by big
corporate interests? What could go wrong with
that?

Unfortunately, the public has grown accus-
tomed to the House majority’s repeated efforts
to gut important environmental safeguards that
protect public health. All told, my friends on
the other side of the aisle have voted more
than 200 times to block action to address cli-
mate change, to halt efforts to reduce air and
water pollution, and to undermine protections
for public lands, coastal areas, and the envi-
ronment. The bills before us this week are
more of the same.

This know-nothing approach fails the public
we are sworn to protect and serve. As elected
officials, we have to recognize the valuable
role science must play in making good public
policy. Not anecdotes . . . not false narratives
... science.

| urge my colleagues to reject these bills,
abandon this war on science, so that we can
turn our attention to the pressing issues our
country demands we address.

CONGRATULATING THE HONOR-
ABLE GREGORY C. PITTMAN FOR
RECEIVING THE LIVING LEG-
ENDS AWARD

HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the Honorable Gregory
C. Pittman and his commendable service to
Michigan’s Western District as a Muskegon
County Probate Judge.

After graduating from Michigan State Uni-
versity with his Bachelor's Degree, Judge Pitt-
man went to Indiana University to obtain his
Juris Doctor. After receiving his law degree,
he returned to his birthplace in Muskegon,
Michigan. On January 6, 1998, Governor John
Engler appointed Judge Pittman to the Mus-
kegon County Probate Bench. Judge Pittman
has now served the Muskegon County Court
System for 16 years, and he currently serves
as the presiding Judge of the Muskegon
County Family Court. Judge Pittman also pro-
motes the strengthening of Michigan families,
and in 2001, was awarded the Michigan Fam-
ily Forum’s Champion of the Family award.

Throughout his career, Judge Pittman has
been committed to serving his community, and
this has led to him being active in many edu-
cational, social, and civic organizations. He
has served as the President of the Muskegon
Heights Public Schools Board of Trustees, as
well as a Trustee of the Muskegon Area Inter-
mediate School District. Judge Pittman cur-
rently serves his community in many other
ways as well. He is a member of the Hackley
Hospital Board of Trustees, and the Commu-
nity Foundation for Muskegon County Board of
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Trustees. Judge Pittman is also a Fellow of
the Michigan Bar Association Foundation.

For all of his work and commitment, on No-
vember 22, 2014, Judge Pittman will be re-
ceiving the Living Legends Award at the Mus-
kegon BEAT Awards Ceremony. | want to
congratulate Judge Pittman for receiving such
a prestigious reward, and thank him for his
service to Muskegon County and the state of
Michigan.

———

HONORING DAUGHTERS OF
PENELOPE

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to join my colleagues
from the bipartisan Hellenic Caucus to recog-
nize the 85th Anniversary this week of the
Daughters of Penelope. Founded on Novem-
ber 16, 1929, this organization works to im-
prove the well-being of women and afford
them the opportunity to make important con-
tributions to the United States.

The DOP is a preeminent international
women’s organization and affiliate organization
of the American Hellenic Educational Progres-
sive Association (AHEPA), the nation’s leading
association of American citizens of Greek her-
itage.

Since its founding, Daughters of Penelope
has worked through its 250 worldwide chap-
ters to promote the Greek ideals of philan-
thropy, education, and civic responsibility.
Throughout its history, local chapters have
identified pressing needs and developed solu-
tions to make a difference in their commu-
nities.

Through DOP’s sponsorship of affordable
housing for seniors, domestic violence shelters
in Mobile, Alabama and Brockton, Mass., and
many other efforts, its members continue to
embody the best ideals of citizenship.

As a co-founder and co-chair of the Con-
gressional Caucus on Hellenic Issues, | have
had the privilege to see the significant con-
tributions of the Daughters of Penelope in the
Greek American community both in New York
and across the country. | am proud to say that
DOP has lived up to its mission to contribute
to the development of America through Hel-
lenic ideals, and | look forward to its continued
success.

HONORING NATHANIEL J.
BRANCATO

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Nathaniel J.
Brancato. Nathaniel is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
1261, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Nathaniel has been very active with his
troop, participating in many scout activities.
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