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friends and allies, is a mark of a true
statesman. Many in this Chamber have
already raised their strong objections,
as we have recently heard, to a poten-
tial deal, and they make no secret of
their thinking of President Obama as
being on a fool’s errand, but I am re-
minded of what Teddy Roosevelt said
of leadership.

He said:

Credit belongs to the man who is actually
in the arena, whose face is marred by dust
and sweat and blood ... who, at the best,
knows, in the end, the triumph of high
achievement and who, at the worst, if he
fails, at least fails while daring greatly so
that his place shall never be with those cold
and timid souls who seek neither victory nor
defeat.

President Obama deserves credit for
what he is doing, and we wish him God-
speed in the negotiations as they come
to their near end.

——
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CONDEMNING ISIS ATTACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCcCLINTOCK). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to offer my
deepest condolences to the parents of
Peter Kassig, a former Army Ranger,
Iraq veteran, and humanitarian aid
worker who was murdered in cold blood
by mass cowards, representing the so-
called Islamic State of Iraq and Syria.

These barbaric acts are those of cow-
ards who have wunleashed terror
throughout the desert in western Syria
and northern Iraq. They have mas-
sacred entire villages, beheaded fami-
lies, and sold women and children into
slavery. ISIS blows up history it does
not agree with and sells artifacts to
fund its rampage.

Now, I condemn this attack and all
attacks against the innocent and call
for neighboring countries to become
more actively engaged in defeating this
threat. Not only is ISIS a threat to sta-
bility in the region, acts like these
have shown that they are a threat to
peace-loving people across the globe.

They have brainwashed thousands of
young individuals and have set their
eyes on preparing a new generation of
terrorists. Last week, ISIS even an-
nounced a partnership with al Qaeda.

To quote Ed and Paula Kassig,
Peter’s parents, ‘“‘Good will prevail.”
Fortunately, some have stepped up to
fight the spread of ISIS. Our brave men
and women in the U.S. Air Force and
Navy have led an incredible and effi-
cient bombing campaign against ISIS
targets, halting their advance.

Kurdish Peshmerga forces have
gained ground and have been an effec-
tive fighting force. Iraqi forces have or-
ganized and began an offensive to re-
take lost territory. There has been
progress, but more needs to be done to
secure the region.

Despite clearly evil acts by ISIS,
there are good people pushing back
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who have risked everything to help
those most affected. Aid workers and
volunteers have gone into the war-torn
portions of Syria and Iraq to help pro-
vide assistance and hope to those most
affected. These workers have provided
food, water, first aid, and support.

Peter Kassig did the right things. He
helped the helpless. He aided the de-
prived. He treated the wounded. Be-
cause he did these things, Peter and
others became targeted by ISIS.

We should look at the examples set
by Peter Kassig and not forget the self-
lessness he embodied.

————

CONNECTICUT VETERANS HALL OF
FAME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow night in Hartford, Connecticut,
at the State capital, there will be a sol-
emn annual event, where 10 veterans
are inducted into the Connecticut Vet-
erans Hall of Fame.

This is a ceremony which dates back
to 2005 in which 10 veterans are hon-
ored by the State of Connecticut. One
of the 92 veterans that are on the rolls
is President George Herbert Walker
Bush who hails, of course, from the
State of Connecticut.

Again, it honors not only their serv-
ice, where they wore the uniform of our
Nation, but also for their work after
they left the service, to help the over
200,000 veterans that reside in the State
of Connecticut.

For the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of eastern Connecticut, it is a par-
ticularly proud night because six of the
10 hail from the Second District. I
would argue that this is no coinci-
dence.

This is the home of the largest oper-
ating military installation in New Eng-
land with the Groton Submarine Base
and, as was recently described by the
Hartford Courant, had the highest con-
centration of Iraq and Afghanistan war
veterans, again, because of the great
patriotism and sense of duty that I
think is a part of the fabric of that
great part of our State.

I would like to briefly describe these
six gentlemen and have their names en-
tered into the RECORD. Edward Francis
Atkins, known as Bud, from Oakdale,
Connecticut, served 40 years in the
Navy. A former submariner, he men-
tors students at the Naval Submarine
School. Bud is a respected leader with-
in the submarine force and a command
master chief petty officer, retired, and
for the last 4 years has been on the se-
lection panel to identify outstanding
sailors who are the best of the best in
the submarine force.

He is now heading up the Groton
Subvets chapter which, again, helps
the 8,000 sailors that live in that com-
munity. He will be hard at work at
Thanksgiving, serving meals to make
sure that those sailors have some of
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the comforts of home while they are
serving their Nation.

Samuel Baez of Waterford, Con-
necticut, served as a Navy chaplain
during Vietnam, conducting the memo-
rial service in Da Nang for the first
Marine casualties of the war. Those
seven names are still memorialized on
the first panel of the Vietham Memo-
rial here in Washington. Since he re-
tired, he has continued to counsel vet-
erans around the world and serves as a
counselor and parental sponsor to
Coast Guard cadets who are attending
the Coast Guard Academy in New Lon-
don, Connecticut.

Edmond Clark of Madison, Con-
necticut, served our Nation in Vietnam
as a marine, and after earning his law
degree, he has provided legal assistance
free of charge to help veterans receive
the benefits they receive through their
service.

It is not well-known that the VA caps
legal fees at $10 for any veteran who
challenges a disability ruling. Mr.
Clark has brushed aside that restric-
tion and, again, represented veterans
free of charge to make sure that they
get the benefits they deserved.

Maurice Collin of Coventry, Con-
necticut, a Marine Corps Vietnam vet-
eran, served as a veteran service officer
in the Office of Advocacy and Assist-
ance in the Connecticut Department of
Veterans Affairs. He was selected to
serve as acting commissioner for a pe-
riod of time.

Since his retirement from State gov-
ernment, he has continued to con-
tribute his time to veterans. He pro-
vides volunteer driving assistance to
disabled veterans in eastern Con-
necticut to their medical appointments
and supervises the clothing donation
program at the Newington VA hospital.

Robert Getman of Old Lyme, Con-
necticut, will be inducted post-
humously today. He served 30 years in
the Coast Guard. After his retirement
in 1984, he went on to serve as the di-
rector of the Veterans Home in Rocky
Hill, and for 10 years, he worked vigor-
ously to rehabilitate, educate, and
place veterans into careers.

Finally, Gerry Wright of Bolton, Con-
necticut, my neighbor, served two
tours in Vietnam in the Army and
later, as a member of the Army Na-
tional Guard, served in Operation
Desert Storm. Since retiring in 1999,
Gerry has been everywhere, helping
veterans all across Connecticut.

He devotes his time to various vet-
erans service organizations helping
veterans in many ways, collecting care
packages for Connecticut servicemen
overseas, and he has faithfully at-
tended every sendoff and welcome
home ceremony for the Connecticut
National Guard at the Hartford State
Armory over the last few years.

The hard work of these men, com-
bined with their unfailing dedication to
service, even after leaving the mili-
tary, exemplifies the greatest at-
tributes of the American spirit. Be-
cause of their continued service, the
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