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long and venerable public service career.
Without question, he leaves behind a legacy
of diplomacy and peace.

Ambassador Barton has crisscrossed the
world, going to the most neglected corners of
the globe to promote stability and security. He
led independent reviews of Iraq reconstruction;
developed civilian strategies for Irag, Sudan,
and Sri Lanka; and initiated trail-blazing ap-
proaches to conflict resolution in Pakistan and
Nigeria.

As the first Assistant Secretary of CSO, Am-
bassador Barton put a laser-sharp focus on in-
novation and locally-driven solutions to break
cycles of violent conflict. Under his direction,
CSO has harnessed the power of mass com-
munications and advanced analytics to drive
ground-up initiatives in Syria, Burma, Hon-
duras, Bangladesh, Kenya, and Nigeria. Not
surprisingly, he was honored in 2013 with a
Distinguished Honor Award from the State De-
partment “in recognition of [his]
groundbreaking work to create the Bureau of
Conflict and Stabilizations Operations, pro-
mote peacebuilding and empower women,
youth and other change agents.”

Prior to CSO, Ambassador Barton served as
the U.S. Representative to the Economic and
Social Council of the United Nations, co-direc-
tor of the Post-Conflict Reconstruction Project
at the Center for Strategic and International
Studies, Deputy High Commissioner of the
United Nations Refugee Agency, and founding
Director of USAID’s Office of Transition Initia-
tives. Ambassador Barton’s diplomatic career
began as an election trainer and observer in
Latin America, a region that is dear to both
our hearts.

Mr. Speaker, as war and conflict raged
around the globe, Ambassador Barton has
been a stalwart advocate for peace. Ambas-
sador Barton, as you head off to the Great
State of Maine—where you made your mark
both in the Democratic Party and on the
squash court—I honor your tremendous public
service. The world is better for your work.

————
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Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, in
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize Giorgina Pinedo-Rolon. Born in Caracas,
Venezuela, Giorgina obtained a degree in
Business Administration from Andres Bello
Catholic University in Venezuela. She also
earned a Masters in TV Production and Jour-
nalism. Currently she is pursuing her PhD in
Social Psychology.

Giorgina worked for Walt Disney World for
nine years as a Merchandise Buyer, after
which she began a new career in the field of
media. She has extensive experience in tele-
vision, print, and radio. Giorgina served as Di-
rector of Production and Public Relations, and
TV host for Telemundo Orlando. After nine
years with Telemundo, she became Chief Edi-
tor at Casiano Communications’ Image maga-
zine. Currently, she is the founder and Presi-
dent of Gio Communications, a communica-
tions agency focused on public relations, His-
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panic outreach, media buys, government af-
fairs and marketing.

Giorgina has been very involved with the
business community and the local government
of Central Florida. She has received several
prestigious awards in recognition of her work
including, HABLA Awards’ Executive of the
Year, Girl Scouts of Citrus’ Women of Distinc-
tion Awards Visionary of the Year, the Orlando
Business Journal's Forty under Forty Award,
and the Orange County Sheriff's Office and
Orlando Police Department's Good Citizen
Award.

Giorgina serves as Chairman of the Board
for Metro Orlando’s Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, Board Member of the Hispanic
Heritage Scholarship Fund, Board Member of
the Hispanic Business Initiative Fund, Chair of
the Public Relations Committee for the His-
panic Heritage Scholarship Fund and Board
Member of the Hope Community Center. She
is also a former Board Member of the Orange
County Membership and Mission Review
Board, Coalition for the Homeless, and Easter
Seals, and the former President of the Na-
tional Association of Hispanic Journalists’ Cen-
tral Florida Chapter.

She is a member of the National Associa-
tion of Professional Women, National Associa-
tion of Hispanic Journalists, the American As-
sociation of Marketing and Public Relations,
Hispanic Public Relations Association, His-
panic Chamber of Commerce Metro Orlando,
National Association of Professional Women,
and lifetime member of the National Associa-
tion of Latino Elected Officials (NALEO).

Giorgina is married to Orlando Roldn. She
has two step children and two grand-
daughters.

| am honored to recognize Giorgina Pinedo-
Rolon, during Hispanic Heritage Month, for her
leadership and contributions to our community.

———————
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Mr. and Mrs. Carey McCain who have
been married 57 years and serve as clergy in
Lee County, Alabama.

Carey and Betty met at Hank’s Drive-In in
Alexander City, Alabama, in 1956 after
Carey’s return from serving in the Air Force.
They were married in Jackson, Mississippi on
July 22, 1957.

The McCains moved to lowa, Texas, New
York and Pennsylvania before moving back in
Alabama in 1969. In 1970, Betty and Carey
began spreading the gospel throughout Ala-
bama and Georgia. Betty began her evan-
gelistic ministry in 1977 serving for 22 years
and then became a pastor for eight years.

Carey and Betty raised three children and
are the proud grandparents of six grand-
children. Children include: Lisa McCain, Linda
Lollar who passed away on May 5, 2012 and
Susanne Boyd.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking Mr.
and Mrs. McCain for their tireless service in
the Lee County community.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to Dr.
Ron Anderson, my dear friend, who passed
away on September 11, 2014. | am humbled
to have shared in his successes and to have
been able to support his vision for trans-
forming public health in Dallas County. Dr.
Ron Anderson served as the CEO and Presi-
dent of Dallas’ Parkland Memorial Hospital for
twenty-nine years. | am deeply saddened by
his passing, but | am honored to celebrate his
legacy and contributions, not only to Dallas
County, but to the global health community.

During my career as a psychiatric nurse
with the Dallas Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-
ter and as a state and federal legislator, |
have never known a public health official who
treated his patients with as much compassion
as Dr. Anderson. His passion and commitment
to treating each and every individual who vis-
ited his hospital is unparalleled. He dedicated
his life to healing people, regardless of their
race, economic class, ethnic origin or immigra-
tion status. He was steadfast and visionary.

Through his years of service to Dallas
County’s only public hospital, Dr. Anderson’s
name has become synonymous with Parkland.
Dr. Anderson’s tenure at Parkland began in
1973 as an intern seeking training in a large
city. He grew up in poverty in Chickasaw,
Oklahoma and was able to connect with the
high population of low-income patients who
sought health care at Parkland. Not only did
he help to treat the underserved in Dallas
County, he led the charge in advocating for
every individual to receive the best care pos-
sible.

After he became President and CEO in
1982, Dr. Anderson lobbied tirelessly to stop
patient dumping, or the practice of transferring
unstable patients from private to public hos-
pitals because of the patient’s inability to pay.
In 1986, federal legislation was passed and
signed into law prohibiting patient dumping.
Dr. Anderson also fought to allow Parkland’s
physicians to treat every patient, no matter
their citizenship status. In the mid-1990s, Dr.
Anderson became a national spokesperson
when welfare reform proposals threatened to
force health care providers to report undocu-
mented immigrants to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service. He advocated for the
preservation of the confidentiality of the physi-
cian-patient relationship.

Under Dr. Anderson’s dynamic leadership,
Parkland’s system expanded to include twelve
local primary care clinics and twelve school-
based clinics. The Homeless Outreach Med-
ical Services branch was also established,
providing care in more than twenty homeless
shelters in Dallas County. Hospital administra-
tors travelled from all over the world to see
Parkland and to learn from Dr. Anderson’s vi-
sionary and compassionate leadership style.

In 2005, Dr. Anderson’s colleagues recog-
nized his leadership by awarding him the Dal-
las County Medical Society’s Max Cole Lead-
ership Award. He is responsible for the new
$1.8 billion Parkland facility across the street
from the original campus.
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Mr. Speaker, my friend, Dr. Ron Anderson,
dedicated his life to improve the lives of count-
less thousands of people. He exemplified the
virtues of a true care-giver and was an exem-
plary model for other physicians. | urge my
colleagues to celebrate the life and legacy of
Dr. Ron Anderson.

——————
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Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, in
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize Carmen Balasquide. Carmen was born in
San Juan, Puerto Rico and is mother to three
children Janpierre, Kiara, and Adriel.

Carmen moved to Florida in 1993. In 1996,
Carmen first got involved in community orga-
nizing by volunteering for Osceola County
Commissioner Robert Guevara’s campaign in
which the first Hispanic-American was elected
to a local office. While volunteering on the
campaign she organized community town halls
and candidate meet-and-greets.

After spending time away from politics, Car-
men had the opportunity to get back into com-
munity organizing in 2008 when she met State
Senator Gary Siplin during his reelection cam-
paign. She took a campaign coordinator job
with the Florida Democratic Party to help re-
elect State Senator Siplin and to work on the
presidential election.

In 2012, Carmen worked with Organize Now
as a community organizer where she edu-
cated and developed Hispanic community
leaders through their Earned Sick Time and
Anti-Foreclosure campaigns. Carmen’s work
on the Earn Sick Time campaign helped col-
lect over 52,000 signatures in support of
earned sick time and was the first successful
citizen-petition campaign in Orange County. In
addition to her organizing work, Carmen ar-
ranged meetings and educated legislators on
voting against sick time pre-emption.

In 2013, Carmen started working with Na-
tional Council of La Raza (NCLR) to educate
Members of Congress on the need to support
comprehensive immigration reform (CIR). Dur-
ing the CIR campaign, she worked with com-
munity leaders and local elected officials in
Orange, Osceola, and Polk counties by con-
ducting local Hispanic media interviews, orga-
nizing public letters of support, and facilitating
congressional legislative visits. Additionally,
Carmen worked with state Hispanic legislators
to pass S.R. 1722 a Florida Senate resolution
in support of CIR. Carmen has been leading
NCLR’s vote-by-mail canvass campaign in
Central Florida as well as educating voters on
the need to vote in midterm elections and to
support key issues like expanding healthcare
access to all and increasing the minimum
wage.

In addition to her professional work, Carmen
has served as secretary to the Florida Demo-
cratic Hispanic Caucus and is currently a
member of Congressman GRAYSON's Puerto
Rican Advisory Board.

| am honored to recognize Carmen
Balasquide, during Hispanic Heritage Month,
for her service to the Central Florida Hispanic
community.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BARRINEAU PARK
4-H CLUB

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 15, 2014

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of
the Barrineau Park 4-H Club. Located in
Escambia County, Florida, Barrineau Park is
the oldest continuous 4—H club in the State of
Florida.

4-H began in 1909 with “corn clubs” for
young men. At these clubs, youth learned how
to prepare and plant their fields with hybrid
corn seed, with cash prizes awarded to those
who produced the most corn. Two years later,
in 1911, tomato clubs were established for
young women to plant, harvest, and can toma-
toes.

In 1914, the Barrineau Park 4—H Club was
founded with an initial membership of about
10 local youth. Holding meetings in homes,
church fellowship halls, and the Barrineau
Park School and Community Center, the
group learned a wide variety of skills, including
how to grow corn and tomatoes, raise poultry
and livestock, garden, and sew. Since then,
the Barrineau Park 4-H Club has helped
teach hundreds of young people in Escambia
County invaluable life and leadership skills.

Today, there are 23 students participating in
the Barrineau Park 4-H Club, taking part in
events to develop leadership skills, learn the
important values of citizenship, and practice
public speaking. In addition, the group learns
invaluable skills related to livestock and
horses, shooting sports, food and nutrition, en-
vironmental education and marine science. In
particular, the club has developed a strong
reputation for raising and showing prize-win-
ning hogs. In addition to these traditional pro-
grams, the Barrineau Park 4-H Club also
gives its members experience in an array of
technological areas vital to success in the fu-
ture, including computers, robotics, and global-
positioning satellite programs.

As a former 4—H participant, | can attest to
the incredible leadership and educational op-
portunities that 4-H provides to our Nation’s
youth. The Barrineau Park 4-H Club’s incred-
ible 100 year history is a testament not only to
the Barrineau Park and Escambia County
community, but also to the entire 4—-H program
and its mission to “empower youth to reach
their full potential, working and learning in
partnership with caring adults.”

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am privileged to recognize the
100th Anniversary of the Barrineau Park 4—H
Club. My wife Vicki and | congratulate every-
one associated with the club and wish them
another 100 years of success.

———
20 YEARS OF VAWA—THE

PROGRESS WE HAVE MADE AND
THE LONG ROAD AHEAD

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 15, 2014

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the Vio-
lence Against Women Act (VAWA) changed
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the way we view domestic violence in the
United States.

On the 20th anniversary of VAWA, we cele-
brate the progress we have made, but we also
take this time to recognize how much further
we have to go in ending this horrific crime.

20 years ago domestic violence was viewed
as a “family issue.”

Fortunately, in 2014, we educate men and
women on this issue and have many more re-
sources available for victims and tougher pun-
ishments for abusers.

As a society, we try to make victims feel
comfortable coming forward so they can be
protected and move forward with their lives,
away from their abuser.

Sadly, though, many individuals and organi-
zations still do not take domestic violence seri-
ously enough.

The NFL had to be shamed into suspending
Baltimore Ravens running back Ray Rice for
two games for abusing his fiancée after a
video surfaced of him dragging his uncon-
scious fiancée out of an elevator by her hair.

And shamed even further for the Baltimore
Ravens to finally terminate his contract and for
the NFL to suspend him indefinitely.

That is, only after, the full, more graphic
video was released making it beyond clear
what happened inside of that elevator.

Ray Rice knocked his fiancée out cold.

Like it or not, professional athletes are role
models. Is this the type of person we want our
children looking up to?

This summer, the NFL did not care about in-
timate partner violence as a serious crime.
They cared about saving face.

Not saving the faces and bodies and souls
of women in this country, but protecting their
own image and bottom line.

In the spirit of VAWA, we must continue to
speak out against abusers and those that do
not take criminal conduct seriously, and we
must continue to stand up for victims.

Victims of abuse must come forward for
their own safety and that of their children.

What kind of message are we sending
these victims when we put men who abuse
their partners on a pedestal? When we treat
celebrities or professional athletes who commit
the same crime differently because of their
status?

| am proud of how much VAWA changed
the landscape for victims in our country over
the past 20 years, but this latest incident dem-
onstrates there is more work to be done.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
STATE REPRESENTATIVE VIC-
TOR M. TORRES, JR.

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 15, 2014

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, in
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize Victor “Vic” M. Torres, Jr., Florida State
Representative for District 48. Vic is of Puerto
Rican descent and was born and raised in
New York, New York. Vic’s lifetime of service
began when he joined the U.S. Marine Corps
during the Vietnam War. After his service in
the U.S. Marine Corps, he served his commu-
nity as a police officer for the New York City
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