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help our fellow Americans by raising the min-
imum wage.

Last year the Census Bureau reported that
over 10 million Americans work full-time and
are still below the poverty line, about $24,000
for a family of four.

In my home state of Texas, over 450,000
people are paid the minimum wage, more than
any other state and account for nearly 8 per-
cent of all working Texans.

African-Americans and Hispanics are the
most likely in our country to be among the
working poor. Nearly 1-in—7 black and His-
panic Americans work full-time and live below
the poverty line.

Eight percent of all working women in our
country, 5.5 million, are also among the work-
ing poor.

Mr. Speaker, this is simply not right. We
cannot allow our country to become a place
where hard work is not valued and allow mil-
lions of our fellow Americans to continue to
live in poverty despite their great efforts.

This is why this chamber must bring H.R.
1010, the Fair Minimum Wage Act, for a floor
vote before we go into recess.

This legislation would raise the federal min-
imum wage to $10.10 an hour and index it to
inflation afterwards.

The House Majority has refused to bring this
bill for a vote in spite of its overwhelming sup-
port among the American people. The current
Congress’ record of inaction and obstruction
has undermined our economy’s recovery and
harmed American families.

This is why | urge my colleagues to demand
a vote before we recess for the November
elections.

———

HONORING THE COLORADO CHAP-
TER OF THE NATIONAL SOCIETY
OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

HON. CORY GARDNER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 10, 2014

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the Greeley, Colorado
chapter of the National Society of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution (NSDAR) for
their outstanding service to our state and na-
tion.

Abiding by the motto “God, Home and
Country,” the Centennial State chapter of
NSDAR has worked tirelessly over its 110
year existence to provide assistance for mem-
bers of our military serving oversees and
those honorably discharged. This group of
women has a commitment to the veteran’s
community of Greeley, but also to education
and higher learning within the community at
large. It is an inspiration to see an organiza-
tion so committed to educating our children,
serving those in need, and preserving Amer-
ican history.

| am honored that the National Society of
the Daughters of the American Revolution
serves Colorado’s 4th district. Their service
resonates throughout the community. | com-
mend them for preserving their long and sto-
ried history, and wish them continued success
in the years to come.
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MAGISTRATE JUDGE JOHN C.
GARGIULO

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 10, 2014

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize Judge John
C. Gargiulo for being appointed to serve as a
Magistrate Judge for the United States District
Court, Southern District of Mississippi.

John graduated from the University of
Southern Mississippi as a U.S. Army ROTC
Graduate and was ranked in the top 10% of
candidates nationwide. Upon his graduation,
John was commissioned into the active mili-
tary as an Intelligence Officer in the 24th In-
fantry Division.

While serving during Operation Desert
Storm, John was awarded the Army Com-
mendation Medal for his participation in the
first combat dismounted patrol into enemy ter-
ritory, as well as receiving the Meritorious
Service Medal by the Governor of the State of
Mississippi for his voluntary service during
Hurricane Katrina.

After serving on active duty, John graduated
from the University of Mississippi School of
Law, receiving his Juris Doctorate, and was
the recipient of the James Alexander Scho-
lastic Scholarship, as well as serving on the
Moot Court Board.

Upon graduation, John began his legal prac-
tice at an insurance defense firm, serving the
Gulfport and Mississippi Gulf Coast region.

In 2000, John was appointed as an Assist-
ant District Attorney where he was lead pros-
ecutor for all felonies with emphasis on cases
involving high-profile sexual and violent
crimes. While serving as an assistant DA,
John successfully tried two of America’s Most
Wanted criminals, resulting in guilty verdicts.

In 2009, the Governor of the State of Mis-
sissippi appointed John as Circuit Court Judge
for the Second Circuit Court District. He was
reelected in 2010 and served in this position
until his appointment as Magistrate Judge for
the United States District Court, Southern Dis-
trict of Mississippi in August 2014.

I would like to send Magistrate Judge
Gargiulo my best wishes in his future of con-
tinued service to our Nation.

—————

CONGRATULATING THE
MORRISSON-REEVES LIBRARY OF
RICHMOND, INDIANA

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 10, 2014

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Morrisson-Reeves Library on its
150th Anniversary.

The Morrisson-Reeves Library has been a
landmark in Richmond, Indiana for a century
and a half. The library provides invaluable re-
sources and services and promotes a passion
for learning and reading in the community.
This exceptional institution has dedicated itself
to service and education in Richmond and has
been an asset to area residents of all ages.

The longevity of the library would not have
been possible without the dedication, commit-
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ment and vision exhibited by the Morrisson-
Reeves Library’s members and staff through-
out its history. | am extremely appreciative of
the efforts these dedicated individuals have
put forth to diligently serve for the good of the
public and set an example for all Hoosiers to
follow.

| ask the entire 6th Congressional District to
join me in congratulating the Morrisson-
Reeves Library on its 150th Anniversary and
thanking its employees for their continued
service. | have no doubt that the extraordinary
individuals who make up this great institution
will be serving the people of Richmond, Indi-
ana for many more years to come.

IN RECOGNITION OF TED RADKE

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 10, 2014

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to recognize Mr. Ted Radke, a
dynamic leader in the community, and con-
gratulate him as he retires after more than
thirteen-six years of service to the people of
the East Bay.

From a young age, Ted understood the im-
portance of environmental preservation. He
grew up learning to hike, camp, fish and hunt,
while hearing stories about Theodore Roo-
sevelt's and John Muir's adventures as early
conservationists. While studying at San Fran-
cisco State University, he founded Contra
Costa Ecology Action. Through Ted’s contin-
ued support, Ecology Action has blossomed
into an award-winning organization committed
to environmental and economic sustainability.
Throughout Ted’s tenure, he has served in a
variety of positions, including educator and
public official. As an elected member of the
Martinez City Council, Ted was as an active
leader on environmental issues and success-
fully opposed the development of the Martinez
shoreline.

Ted’s valued advice and input improved
California’s environmental policies and regula-
tions. His ingenuity, brilliance, and breadth of
knowledge shaped California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), which now requires local
and state agencies to identify and consider
their impact on the environment.

In 1978, Ted was elected to the East Bay
Regional Park District Board, where he served
for more than thirty years. The organization at-
tributes much of its success to Ted’'s experi-
ence, leadership, and enthusiasm. During his
time as a Board Member, Ted more than dou-
bled the District’s landholdings, expanding re-
gional parks and nature reserves. He was also
instrumental in the passage of Measure AA,
an essential source of funding for land acquisi-
tion and preservation. In 2008, he again se-
cured this funding through Measure WW, en-
suring the future protection of our beloved
parks and reserves.

| ask my colleagues to join with me today in
commending Ted Radke for his committed
and diligent service to the people of the East
Bay. | am pleased to congratulate Ted on an
outstanding career and wish him the very best
as he begins a well-deserved retirement.
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CONGRATULATING THE 2014 RE-
CIPIENTS OF THE COVETED
ELLIS ISLAND MEDAL OF HONOR

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 10, 2014

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the 2014 recipients of the cov-
eted Ellis Island Medal of Honor.

Presented annually by the National Ethnic
Coalition of Organizations—NECO, the Ellis
Island Medals of Honor pay tribute to our Na-
tion’s immigrant heritage, as well as individual
achievement. The Medals are awarded to U.S.
citizens from diverse ethnic backgrounds who
exemplify outstanding qualities in both their
personal and professional lives, while con-
tinuing to preserve the richness of their par-
ticular heritage and culture. We honor these
outstanding individuals because the important
work they do today, creates a better world for
all of us tomorrow. Since the Medals’ founding
in 1986, more than 2,000 American citizens
have received the Ellis Island Medal of Honor,
including six American Presidents, United
States Senators, Congressmen, Nobel Laure-
ates, athletes, artists, clergy, and military lead-
ers. This Medal is not about material success,
nor is it about the politics of immigration; it is
about the people who have committed them-
selves to this nation, embraced the opportuni-
ties America has to offer, and most impor-
tantly, who have used those opportunities to
not only better their own lives but make a dif-
ference in our country and in the lives of its
people.

Citizens of the United States hail from every
nation known to man. The iconic metaphor of
this nation as a veritable melting pot of cul-
tures continues to ring true, and it is this diver-
sity that adds to the unique richness of Amer-
ican life. It is the key to why America is the
most innovative, progressive and forward
thinking country in the world. The Ellis Island
Medals of Honor not only celebrate select indi-
viduals but also the pluralism and democracy
that enabled our forebearers to celebrate their
cultural identities while still embracing the
American way of life. This award serves to re-
mind us all that with hard work and persever-
ance anyone can still achieve the American
dream. In addition, by honoring these remark-
able Americans, we honor all who share their
origins and we acknowledge the contributions
they have made to America.

| commend NECO and its Board of Direc-
tors headed by my good friend, Nasser J.
Kazeminy, for honoring these truly outstanding
individuals for their tireless efforts to foster
dialogue and build bridges between different
ethnic groups, as well as to promote unity and
a sense of common purpose in our nation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all of my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the good works of
NECO and in congratulating all of the 2014 re-
cipients of the Ellis Island Medal of Honor. |
also submit the names of this year's recipi-
ents.

2014 ELLIS ISLAND MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS

Salpy Akaragian RN-BC, MN; Iran Davar
Ardalan; Marina Arsenijevic; Sherry S.
Bahrambeygui; Lily Ring Balian; Maria
Bartiromo; Gerald A. Benjamin; Robert S.
Bennett; Norbert R. Berg; Narpat Bhandari;
Barbara J. Bowers, M.D., Ian Bremmer;
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Major General Mark A. Brilakis; Charles Ta-
Peng Chang; Edwin M. Chang, M.D.; Hazem
H. Chehabi, M.D.; Quyen D. Chu, M.D.; Vice
Admiral Daniel L. Cooper; Brigadier General
Ruben A. Cubero; Vice Admiral Philip Hart
Cullom.

H.E. Archbishop Hovnan Derderian; Samir
A. Desai; Paul J. DiMare; Captain Jeffrey F.
Dixon; Diana L. Ecclestone; E. Llwyd
Ecclestone; Salim F. Fadil, M.D.; Phillip
Frost, M.D.; Chief Thomas P. Galati; Diana
Xing Wu Gao; Jean-Pierre Garnier, PhD.;
Colonel Michael J. Gould; General Frank J.
Grass; Scott Green; Felix ‘Phil’ Grucci; Ad-
miral Harry B. Harris, Jr.; Samuel R. Harris;
Richard B. Herman, Esq.; Evander Holyfield;
Joan B. Horning.

Professor David P.J. Hung, O.M.D., PhD.;
Vahe Imasdounian; Jae Kung Jeung; Larry
E. Jodsaas; Yue-Sai Kan; Shaygan
Kheradpir; Minsun Kim; Gary Sze Kong;
Gwen S. Korovin, M.D.; Dr. Alma
Kunanbaeva; Kin Y. Lam, M.D.; Norma
Lerner; Anita Bevacqua McBride; Douglas W.
McCormick; Honorable Robert Carl McFar-
lane; Raffi Megerian; Dr. Aria Mehrabi;
David C. Meltzer, Esq.; Ali Mojdehi;
Darioush Nasseri, M.D.; Jerar Nishanian.

Herbert V. Nootbaar; Dattatreyudu Nori,
M.D.; Pejman Nozad; Ivan Obolensky; Fatih
Ozmen; Frank Pallone, Jr.; Peter Kihyo
Park; Jorge M. Perez; Lauren Pizza; Rabbi
Joseph Potasnik; Arun Kumar Pramanik,
M.D.; Helen Psaras; Major General L. Scott
Rice; U.S. Representative Edward R. Royce;
Major General Jay Santee; Elizabeth
Sarquis; Timothy R. Scully, CSC; Ketki
Sharadkumar Shah, M.D.; Yash Paul Soi;
Andrew Strzalkowski.

Abdul M. Suleman; Elie Tahari; Honorable
David H. Thorne; Honorable Gaddi H.
Vasquez; Elizabeth Lee Vliet, M.D.; Honor-
able John P. Walsh; Robert R. Weinstine,
Esq.; Honorable Jesse White; Steven W.
Wong; Yannis C. Yortsos, PhD; Lotfi Zadeh;
Tim H. Zagat; Charles Zhang.

And receiving the International Ellis Is-
land Medal of Honor, Ahmet Calik and Nigel
Lythgoe.

MR. MONROE MACK

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 10, 2014

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a dedicated community
leader and trailblazer, Monroe Mack of
Tampa, Florida. Mr. Mack’s boundless energy
and constant civic engagement were an inspi-
ration to all. Today, | am grateful to recognize
his innumerable contributions and honor his
legacy.

Monroe Mack was born in Campbellton,
Florida, but later moved to Tampa where he
spent the majority of his life. Mr. Mack’s serv-
ice to this country began when he joined the
Army Reserves where he served as a 2nd
Lieutenant and retired as a Lt. Colonel in
1985. Mr. Mack went on to graduate from
Florida A&M University in 1956 with a degree
in Pharmaceutical Sciences and later received
an MBA from Nova University. He later mar-
ried Laverne Giriffin to whom he was married
for 50 happy years.

Throughout Mr. Mack’s career he was a pio-
neer for African American advancement in the
Tampa Bay medical community. He created
the pharmacy services at Clara Fry Memorial
Hospital. Following the success of that pro-
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gram, he moved to Tampa General Hospital,
where he broke down racial barriers by be-
coming its first African American professional
staffer and later rose to become its Director of
Pharmacy. His trailblazing continued as he be-
came the first African American to be ap-
pointed and reappointed to the Florida Board
of Pharmacy by both Governors Reubin
Askew and Bob Graham. He then chaired the
Examination and Negative Formulary Advisory
Committees, and served as their first African
American President.

Mr. Mack’s service was not limited only to
his work in the medical field. Throughout his
life, he displayed a passion for civic engage-
ment and for shaping young minds. He in-
spired the next generation of pharmacists by
working as a professor at both the University
of Florida and Florida A&M University Col-
leges of Pharmacy. He also diligently advo-
cated for greater engagement in politics
throughout the community. Mr. Mack could
often be found educating people about can-
didates and encouraging them to vote.

Even after his retirement from Tampa Gen-
eral Hospital, Mr. Mack continued to give
countless hours in service to his alma mater.
He chaired the alumni funding campaign
which raised funds and created a $100,000
Alumni Endowment for the FAMU College of
Pharmacy. He was also inducted into the Gal-
lery of Distinction in the FAMU College of
Pharmacy.

Mr. Mack selflessly dedicated his life to our
community. Countless students have benefited
from his immeasurable philanthropic efforts
and leadership in the medical industry. His
commitment to civic engagement and edu-
cation will always be remembered and appre-
ciated. Mr. Speaker, | join the Tampa Bay
community in recognizing Mr. Mack for a life-
time of exemplary service. Although Monroe
Mack passed away on August 16, 2014, his
life and legacy will live on.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE UNIVER-
SITY OF CALIFORNIA COOPERA-
TIVE EXTENSION KINGS COUNTY
AND BOB BEEDE

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 10, 2014

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the University of California Coop-
erative Extension (UCCE) Kings County and
Bob Beede for being named the 2014 Agri-
culture Supporter of the Year by the Lemoore
Chamber of Commerce.

For 100 years, UCCE advisors and special-
ists have worked with communities across
California to solve economic, agricultural, nat-
ural resource, youth development, and nutri-
tion issues. UCCE has 64 offices in California
that act as local problem-solving centers bring-
ing together local issues and UC research.
Across California, more than 300 campus-
based specialists and county-based farm and
youth advisors work together to provide solu-
tions to agriculture related problems. UCCE
helps farmers develop more efficient growing
methods, solve pest management problems,
and institute irrigation methods that require
less water. UCCE also promotes the impor-
tance of healthy eating habits and regular ex-
ercise to adults and children through the 4-H
Youth Development Program.
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