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Israel from Gaza since early July. I
strongly support Israel’s recent efforts
through Operation Protective Edge to
defend itself and to end the threat of
additional rocket and infiltration at-
tacks by Hamas. Operation Protective
Edge also serves a larger purpose, and
its resolution has broader implications
for the future of the Palestinian peo-
ple.

If Hamas declares victory by keeping
its weapons stockpile, by continuing to
undermine Israel’s security, and by
turning away from Egypt’s efforts to
forge a reasonable cease-fire, the net
result will be a relative weakening of
the Palestinian Authority and of those
in the West Bank who have worked to-
ward a peaceful resolution of the over-
all conflict.

So I support any effort which brings
this campaign to an end in a manner
that increases Israel’s security. That
means specifically that Hamas cannot
be left with a large stockpile of mis-
siles and rockets and cannot be left
with infiltration tunnels. They must be
destroyed. Hamas cannot be allowed to
aggressively rest, refit, and build up a
weapons stockpile. That weakens Israel
and the Palestinian Authority.

Here is what I oppose. I oppose any
efforts—any efforts by the inter-
national community, especially the
United Nations—to impose a cease-fire
on Israel that does not meet these mili-
tary objectives and that therefore risks
actually rewarding Hamas for a cam-
paign of terror and that seeks to make
additional concessions to Hamas such
as easing security along the borders of
Gaza.

An unfavorable settlement, espe-
cially one that left the terrorist group
Hamas with a stockpile of weaponry,
would create incentives for Hamas to
continue smuggling arms from Iran
and, of course, to return to violence.
An unfavorable settlement would also
undermine the leadership of the Pales-
tinian Authority, which has attempted
to negotiate with Israel through peace-
ful means.

So let’s be clear. The terror tactics
employed by Hamas show contempt for
human life, whether Israeli or Pales-
tinian. By employing rockets and mor-
tars as weapons of terror against
Israel’s civilian population or by using
its own schools within Gaza as weapon
depots, Hamas has shown a gross dis-
regard for civilians.

The Prime Minister of Israel put it
very well when he said: ‘‘[Israel] uses
missiles to protect our people. They
(Hamas) use their people to protect
their missiles.”

There is no moral equivalency—none
whatsoever. These tactics should be
loudly and widely condemned, and
Israel’s right to defend itself should be
affirmed.

As I noted last week, Secretary Hagel
wrote to the majority leader seeking
urgent funding for components of the
Iron Dome missile defense system. I
and others support this request, as Iron
Dome has afforded Israel some real pro-
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tection from these indiscriminate
rockets.

This morning some of my colleagues
will further explain the importance of
Iron Dome and the need for the Israeli
Defense Forces to press on and finish
the job in destroying the infiltration
tunnels and weapons stockpiles. Repub-
licans are united in our support of
Israel’s defense, and this morning my
colleagues will explain our opposition
to any effort to force a cease-fire on
Israel that does not further its security
objectives.

In a situation such as this, Israel
only has one dependable friend. The
United States should not be trying to
pressure Israel to make a bad deal that
leaves Hamas in a position to continue
these attacks against Israeli civilians.

No one has been more active on this
issue than my colleague from South
Carolina. I see him on the floor now.
Therefore, I yield the floor.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order the leadership time
is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business until 12
noon, with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each, and the time equally divided and
controlled between the two leaders or
their designees, with Republicans con-
trolling the first half and the majority
controlling the final half.

The Senator from South Carolina.

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I re-
turn the compliment to Senator
McCONNELL from Kentucky, the Repub-
lican leader.

I have been here now since 2002.
There is no better friend of the State of
Israel than MITCH MCCONNELL. He is

the former chairman and ranking
member of the foreign ops sub-
committee on appropriations that

deals with aid to the world—particu-
larly Israel—and it was his idea to
come to the floor today and have
voices speak in support of Israel at a
time when they need friends.

Friends are great to have. They are
wonderful in good times. They are a ne-
cessity in bad times. Israel is going
through some pretty bad times and so
are the Palestinian people.

I wish to clearly make myself known.
I have nothing against the legitimate
hopes and aspirations of the Pales-
tinian people to have their own coun-
try, to live in peace and prosperity by
Israel. But they have to want it more
than I do.

The Palestinian people are suffering.
Children are being killed, and the most
innocent people on the planet are chil-
dren. It breaks all of our hearts to see
them as a casualty of war.

But now is the time to be clear-eyed
and focused as to what the problem
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really is. The problem is very simple in
many ways. Hamas is a terrorist orga-
nization in the eyes of the U.S. Govern-
ment. Hamas should be a terrorist or-
ganization in the eyes of any decent
person in the world.

What did they do? They have as their
goal not a two-state solution but a one-
state solution—the complete and utter
destruction of the State of Israel. If
you don’t believe me, just check out
their own charter. They have as their
tactics using their own people and chil-
dren as human shields to win a propa-
ganda war.

When Israeli children are Kkilled, it
breaks Israel’s heart. When Palestinian
children are killed, it breaks the heart
of all decent Palestinians, but Hamas
sees it as a victory. They literally try
to put women and children in harm’s
way to marginalize the ability of Israel
to defend itself against two things.

The tunnels are something new in
this fight. Forty-one tunnels have been
discovered that go from the Gaza
Strip—some into Israel itself—and yes-
terday five Israeli soldiers were killed
by an attack that came from Hamas
fighters that penetrated Israel through
the tunnels.

So Senator MCCONNELL is not only
speaking for Republicans when he says
the Senate stands firmly behind
Israel’s right to destroy the terrorist
tunnels, but I think that is the body’s
view and Democrats’ as well.

There is a resolution that is bipar-
tisan in nature before the body, and I
hope we can pass it before Thursday. In
the resolved clause, it says the Senate
opposes any efforts to impose a cease-
fire that does not allow the Govern-
ment of Israel to protect its citizens
from threats posed by Hamas rockets
and tunnels. That, I believe, is the view
of the Senate in a bipartisan fashion.

Today, Republicans take the floor to
clearly state where we stand in this
conflict. We stand with Israel’s right to
defend itself against a terrorist organi-
zation called Hamas. We stand with the
Palestinian people’s legitimate aspira-
tions to have a better life. But until
that day comes, we are going to be
firmly in the Israeli camp to defend
themselves, because what would we do
as a nation if a neighboring nation dug
tunnels under our border for the ex-
press purpose of kidnapping and Killing
our citizens. What would America do if
one rocket coming from a neighboring
nation fired indiscriminately to Kkill
American citizens? We would respond
in the most aggressive fashion, and we
would have every right to do so.

As the minority leader stated, there
is no moral equivalency. Israel tells
you they are going to attack. Israel
calls before the attack. Israel gives no-
tice about an impending attack. Hamas
secretly fires rockets, caring less where
they land. Their hope is that it hits a
kindergarten. That is their desire. And
the only reason they have not been
successful is because of the Iron Dome
program that has been a collaboration
between the United States and Israel
for many years.
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