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about how the agencies functioned, and he 
never had to have a title or office to be the 
most effective person in the room. And that is 
why everyone who has anything to say about 
him says that he was our pillar.’’ 

‘‘He was an extremely generous man and 
very humble, very down-to-earth,’’ said Debo-
rah Godlfarb, CEO of the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Community Foundation. ‘‘He really 
believed in community involvement and was 
active in many non-Jewish causes, as well as 
Jewish causes. It was part of who he was.’’ 

‘‘The Hebrew Academy community is sad-
dened by the loss of Ray Alpert a giant 
mentsch in our community,’’ said Rabbi 
Yitzchok Newman. ‘‘Ray paved the path to 
provide a myriad of opportunities for active 
participation in our community. He was a man 
who cared deeply about and invested gener-
ously in the future of our community. Ray will 
be sorely missed—may his memory be a 
blessing for all.’’ 

Ray was born on April 9, 1927, and grew up 
in Boyle Heights. He was a co-owner of Alpert 
& Alpert Iron & Metal Inc., a Los Angeles- 
based scrap metal business founded by his fa-
ther and uncle in the 1930s. Eighty years 
later, the company remains a family-owned 
business. Ray and Barbara moved to Long 
Beach in 1963 and soon joined Temple Israel. 

‘‘Through the years Barbara and Ray’s pas-
sion for youth seemed unending,’’ continued 
Lentzner. ‘‘The establishment and endowment 
of the Alpert New Leaders Forum at the Jew-
ish Federation, his lobbying and support that 
literally saved Hillel at Cal State, the founder’s 
donation and ongoing funding of CCEJ’s 
Building Bridges camps, which brings young 
people together to respect each other, were all 
indications of this commitment to the next gen-
erations.’’ 

And the list goes on and on: ADL, National 
Council of Jewish Women, Hadassah, the re-
building of Temple Israel, Ronald McDonald 
House, and the new Fisher House at the Long 
Beach Veterans Administration hospital, pro-
viding a place for the family of veterans who 
are being treated. ‘‘In all, they were major 
funders of over 50 organizations every year, 
lead givers for their campaigns, and have en-
dowed their gifts so that their programs will 
continue on into the future,’’ remarked 
Lentzner. 

‘‘Ray Alpert was a man who was committed 
to his causes and the community,’’ said Kath-
ryn Miles, JFCS Executive Director. ‘‘For Ray, 
it was not only a matter of a donation. He 
found long-lasting and far-reaching ways to 
impact programs and agencies, as both a 
leader and as a donor. For JFCS, Barbara 
and Ray’s generosity has had a tremendously 
positive impact on our ability to provide mental 
health and social services to people who have 
nowhere else to turn.’’ 

Ray also had a passion for Jewish history 
and Holocaust education. At Cal State Univer-
sity, Long Beach (CSULB), he and Barbara 
established the Barbara and Ray Alpert En-
dowed Chair in Jewish Studies. ‘‘We at 
CSULB owe them a real debt of gratitude. Ray 
was not merely an active member of the Jew-
ish Studies advisory board. At a moment of 
crisis, he and Barbara stepped up, and 
through their generosity, saved the Jewish 
Studies Program,’’ said Jeffrey Blutinger, Di-
rector of the program. ‘‘Their endowment has 
not only allowed us to continue offering class-
es, degrees, and our regular lecture series, 

but also helped us expand our programming 
by bringing artists, performers, and lead schol-
ars to campus.’’ 

Ray and Barbara have also been strong and 
consistent supporters of Beach Hillel, which 
provides services to Jewish students at 
CSULB and several other universities and 
community colleges in the Long Beach and 
Orange County areas. ‘‘Through the help of 
Ray Alpert, Beach Hillel has been able to pro-
vide free and kosher Friday-night dinners to 
students, opportunities to work for social jus-
tice, and various educational and social activi-
ties that encourage students’ personal growth 
and exploration,’’ said Rachel Kaplan, Hillel 
Executive Director. 

‘‘One issue dear to Ray’s heart was building 
bridges among communities,’’ said Blutinger. 
For the last two years, Ray and Barbara have 
funded a collaborative project on campus in-
volving Jewish Studies and Chicano and 
Latino Studies, bringing speakers on campus 
to highlight the longstanding relationships be-
tween the Jews and Latinos(as) in Southern 
California. Just a few weeks ago, he and Bar-
bara went to CSULB to hear Dr. George San-
chez from USC describe the unique nature of 
the Boyle Heights community of the 1930s 
and ’40s, a place where immigrant Jews 
mixed with Mexican and Mexican-Americans, 
African-Americans, and Japanese-Americans, 
forming alliances of mutual support. 

‘‘Since Ray was born and raised in Boyle 
Heights, he was delighted to see students 
from Jewish Studies and Chicano and Latino 
Studies classes come together to learn about 
his common past,’’ said Blutinger. 

Gene Lentzner echoed Ray’s interest in 
connecting diverse communities. ‘‘I have to 
mention Ray’s love for the people with whom 
he grew consulted and argued until they got it 
right, and then did it together. And the results 
were wonderful, often incredible,’’ said 
Lentzner at the funeral which took place on 
Friday, June 13. Ray is survived by his wife 
Barbara, his children, Teri, Alan and Nancy; 
his sister, Janet Farber; and seven grand-
children who will all miss him tremendously. 

‘‘I once asked him what gave him the most 
satisfaction in life. You created a foundation to 
give away most of your fortune, so it wasn’t 
about just making money, or having the best 
of everything. And he simply answered: Help-
ing other is the best reason for the gift of life 
on this earth. That is what my parents taught 
me. That is what I tried to teach my children,’’ 
remembers Lentzner. 

His life was a blessing for all of us. He real-
ly knew how to live. It is why he was so uni-
versally respected and loved. 

Ray’s generosity and activism has touched 
the lives of countless people in the Long 
Beach area and his passing leaves a gaping 
hole in our hearts. 
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NELSON MANDELA DAY 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today marks 
what would have been the 96th birthday of 
Nelson Mandela, one of the great liberators in 
human history and an enduring international 
symbol of peace, integrity, humility, resilience, 

and courage. While we lost Madiba in Decem-
ber, his ethos of nonviolence and his 
unyielding quest for justice continue to guide 
and inspire people throughout the world. 

After 27 years imprisoned on Robben Island 
and decades of devoted campaigning to over-
turn hateful racist policies, Nelson Mandela 
succeeded not only in unravelling apartheid 
but also in shepherding his nation through an 
extraordinary peaceful democratic transition. 
The people of South Africa—and people of all 
races, ethnicities, and nationalities around the 
world—are forever grateful. 

More than two decades ago, just months 
after his release from prison, I had the honor 
of first meeting Mandela when he visited De-
troit to organize for his ascendant political 
movement in South Africa and speak with the 
great American civil rights hero Rosa Parks. I 
was astounded not only by Mandela’s insight 
but also by his kindness and humility. Just 
four years later, I was delighted to travel to 
South Africa to attend his inauguration as 
President of South Africa. 

Today, his birthday, is recognized globally 
as ‘‘Nelson Mandela Day,’’ an occasion estab-
lished by the Mandela Foundation in 2009 to 
commemorate his life and to underscore the 
notion that a single person can—through com-
mitment and character—yield extraordinary 
positive change. Today, in my hometown of 
Detroit, Michigan, thanks to the work of the 
Friends of Detroit City Airport Community De-
velopment Corporation and Coalition of Black 
Trade Unionists, a portion of Atwater Street 
from Civic Center Drive to Bates Street will be 
renamed ‘‘Nelson Mandela Drive.’’ A com-
memorative ceremony will highlight the ex-
traordinary achievements of Mandela and 
ways that community members can continue 
to fulfill his revolutionary vision of justice and 
nonviolence. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF FOLKSVILLE 
USA 

HON. ANN KIRKPATRICK 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I recognize Folksville USA, a 
pioneering organization that began in Arizona 
and is spreading through communities across 
our nation. Folksville USA works with Adopt-a- 
Highway to back BagReadyJobs, an innova-
tive program that pairs local businesses with 
youth groups to clean up our highways. 

Arizona’s District One boasts some of the 
most beautiful landscape in the country, and 
the BagReadyJobs program is keeping it that 
way! Under the leadership of Gary Chamber-
lain, Folksville USA is teaching the kids of Ari-
zona about the effects of littering, the fun-
damentals of money management and most 
importantly, introducing them to that positive 
feeling you get when you are serving your 
community. 

Getting kids excited about cleaning up the 
environment and raising money for a good 
cause is no easy feat, but Gary Chamberlain 
and Folksville USA seem to do it over and 
over again. This program makes a difference 
in the lives of Arizona kids and preserves the 
pristine beauty of our state, and I hope com-
munities all over our country will have the op-
portunity to achieve these same benefits. 
Thanks for keeping Arizona beautiful! 
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40TH ANNIVERSARY OF DUKE 

ELLINGTON SCHOOL OF THE ARTS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in celebrating the 40th anniversary of the 
Duke Ellington School of the Arts in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The 40th Anniversary Cele-
bration launched with a tribute concert at the 
Kennedy Center honoring co-founders Peggy 
Cooper Carfritz and the late Mike Malone. The 
Duke Ellington School, named in honor of the 
late great Duke Ellington, a Washington na-
tive, is one of the premier performing arts 
schools in the nation, and ranked the third 
Best School in the District of Columbia by U.S. 
News and World Report. 

Established in 1974, the Duke Ellington 
School of the Arts was designed to reflect the 
‘‘creative soul’’ of the District as well as the 
cultural diversity of the United States. Its mis-
sion is to both nurture and inspire passion for 
arts and learning in talented students who 
might not otherwise have an opportunity to de-
velop their artistic skills. The Duke Ellington 
School of the Arts is the only high school in 
the District that combines a full college-pre-
paratory curriculum with professional arts 
training. Students are provided with training in 
areas such as dance, theater, literary media, 
museum studies, and instrumental or vocal 
music. The Duke Ellington School of the Arts 
strives to maintain a unique curriculum in 
which students are well equipped in both the 
arts and academia. 

The Duke Ellington School of the Arts has 
also produced distinguished alumni, among 
them mezzo-soprano opera singer Denyce 
Graves, screenwriter and comedian Dave 
Chappelle, CNN contributor Michaela Angela 
Davis, and a host of others who have contrib-
uted greatly to the nation’s arts. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in celebrating the 40th Anni-
versary of the Duke Ellington School of the 
Arts, and in wishing the school success in 

continuing its proud legacy in the District of 
Columbia. 

f 

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY LAND 
TRANSFER 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce legislation to transfer land from 
the United States to Rockingham County, Vir-
ginia. The County has long managed this land 
and associated buildings and has been re-
sponsible for all upkeep. 

In 1989, the Department of the Interior 
deeded this land, which it no longer used, to 
Rockingham County for public good. The 
County approached then Rep. Jim Olin in the 
101st Congress to allow the buildings on this 
land to be used for the particular use of a non- 
profit day care that serves the County. This re-
sulted in PL 101–479. However, because of 
the narrow way this law was drafted, Rocking-
ham County does not have true autonomy 
over the land and must check-in with the De-
partment of the Interior when any repairs or 
upgrades of the facilities are needed. Given 
that the building is used for a child care facil-
ity, this added bureaucracy delays and im-
pedes the ability of the day care to move effi-
ciently to make any necessary upgrades. 

For over 25 years Rockingham County, Vir-
ginia has managed this land as if it belonged 
to the County. Although this land was already 
transferred to the county, it was not done ef-
fectively. This legislation will finalize the efforts 
of a previous Congress and fully transfer this 
land to the county. I ask all of my colleagues 
to join me in passing this legislation. 

IN HONOR OF VIOLA DEL GRECO’S 
100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
congratulate Viola Del Greco upon her 100th 
birthday. 

Yesterday she joined a growing segment of 
America: the Centenarians. According to the 
2010 Census, over 53,000 Americans are 100 
years old or older. Their combined contribu-
tions to our nation have coincided with the rise 
of what has been called ‘‘The American Cen-
tury.’’ 

Mrs. Del Greco has lived by any measure 
what can be described as a successful life. 
Married to her late husband for 72 years, ma-
triarch, business owner and faithful church 
goer, she has modeled for her family and 
community how to appropriately balance the 
demands of life. Faith, family, friends, and 
neighborhood all require time, energy and at-
tention. Those that give each the proper care 
can look back and see the handiwork of a life-
time and rejoice in the result. Viola Del Greco 
must rejoice at what she sees. 

As a mother, grandmother and great-grand-
mother, she understands the importance of 
family. The family unit serves as the most fun-
damental human institution and a basic foun-
dation for our society. The family acts as an 
incubator in which all the virtues and principles 
we hold dear are passed on to our children. 

Her faithful membership at St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church speaks to her core 
values and strength of character. Her role as 
business partner with her husband at Del 
Cleaners bonded them as a team and as part 
of the community. Her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren have watched her ex-
ample and honor her life. 

Mark Twain was right when he observed, 
‘‘Only he who has seen better days and lives 
to see better days again knows their full 
value.’’ 

Mrs. Del Greco understands the value of 
each day. 
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