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Center in Nevada. During his 16-year 
tenure, he has strengthened the arts 
throughout his community by invest-
ing in literary and scholarship pro-
grams that have helped foster artistic 
development and brought new artists 
to Western Folklife’s most notable 
event, the National Cowboy Poetry 
Gathering. Since 1986, Mr. Seemann 
participated in the annual National 
Cowboy Poetry Gathering, formerly 
the Elko Cowboy Poetry Gathering. 
This event was renamed in 2000, after 
Mr. Seemann worked with Members of 
Congress to pass a United States Sen-
ate Resolution designating the poetry 
gathering in Elko as a nationally rec-
ognized event. 

Mr. Seeman is not only a strong ad-
vocate for western arts and culture, 
but he is a nationally renowned 
folklorist. Prior to coming to the West-
ern Folklife Center, he received the 
Western Heritage Wrangler Award from 
the National Cowboy and Western Her-
itage Museum, as well as a Grammy 
nomination for the New World Records 
anthology Back in the Saddle Again: 
American Cowboy Songs. Mr. Seemann 
also received a Wrangler Award in 2003, 
for his production work on a joint 
project between the Western Folklife 
Center and Smithsonian Folkways Re-
cordings, Buck Ramsey: Hittin’ the 
Trail. In 2006, Mr. Seeman was ap-
pointed by Congress to the Board of 
Trustees for the American Folklife 
Center. This Center is housed at the Li-
brary of Congress and works to archive 
and preserve American’s unique cul-
ture. It was a tribute to Mr. Seeman’s 
reputation that he was selected for this 
Federal board, and he represented Ne-
vada well in this role. 

Mr. Seemann will be missed by the 
many individuals he works with at the 
Western Folklife Center, but his con-
tributions to western folklore will con-
tinue. I wish him well in his retirement 
and all the best in his future endeav-
ors. 
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BORDER CRISIS 
Mr. NELSON. The administration 

sent several Cabinet Secretaries and 
high-ranking appointees to brief all 
Senators last evening on the crisis of 
the children on the border, and it ap-
pears they are getting their arms 
around addressing the problem of the 
children and the humanitarian crisis 
on the border. However, it is the opin-
ion of this Senator that they do not 
recognize the root cause of the prob-
lem. If the administration would listen 
to their four-star general, the head of 
the United States Southern Command, 
General Kelly, and the testimony he 
has already given to the Armed Serv-
ices Committee of what is the problem, 
then we could get to the root cause of 
the problem and stop these future hu-
manitarian crises. 

The problem simply is that we are 
not devoting the time and the re-
sources—the money—to the interdic-
tion of the big drug shipments coming 

out of South America into Central 
America. They come in big shipments 
from Colombia through Venezuela by 
air or sea on the eastern side, from Co-
lombia through Ecuador or originating 
in Ecuador out on the western side, 
coming into three Central American 
countries—Honduras, Guatemala, and 
El Salvador. As a result, their drug 
lords have completely taken over those 
countries. As a result, the violence is 
the highest. Honduras is now the mur-
der capital of the world. As a result of 
that drug violence—and there is very 
little law and order—the whole system 
is corrupted. For parents with children, 
it is logical that they would want to 
send their children to a safer environ-
ment. 

The administration has to address 
this issue with regard to going back to 
what we did so successfully in Plan Co-
lombia—interdict the drug traffic be-
fore it gets to those Central American 
countries because once it does in the 
big shipments, they then break it down 
into smaller packages and it goes 
north. 
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CYPRUS 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize the 40th anniversary of 
Turkey’s invasion of the island of Cy-
prus. Today, Cyprus remains a divided 
island, with a third of the territory 
still occupied by Turkish forces. 

I am proud to stand with the people 
of Cyprus and call for an immediate 
end to the Turkish occupation of their 
country. On numerous occasions, 
United Nations resolutions have called 
for the respect of the sovereignty and 
independence of the Republic of Cyprus 
and for an immediate end to the Turk-
ish occupation. The Republic of Cyprus 
continues to demonstrate full commit-
ment to a peaceful process that will re-
unify the island in accordance with 
these resolutions. 

Over the past year, the Republic of 
Cyprus has taken significant steps to 
lay the groundwork for peaceful nego-
tiations, including proposals that 
would bring the two sides together to 
build confidence, strengthen ties, and 
integrate the Turkish-Cypriot commu-
nity. It is clear that the government 
and people of Cyprus stand ready to 
make the hard decisions needed to 
achieve peace. 

Continued unrest that threatens the 
security and stability of the region fur-
ther underscores the importance of 
supporting the Republic of Cyprus. A 
peaceful agreement that reunifies Cy-
prus would signal that just and fair 
resolutions can be achieved to end dec-
ades long confrontations. We must con-
tinue to stand with them to fight for a 
fair and responsible agreement—one 
that safeguards basic freedoms and 
human rights for all Cypriots. During 
his visit in May of this year, Vice 
President BIDEN reiterated the need for 
Cyprus to be reunited. 

The Republic of Cyprus is a strong 
and trusted friend of the United States. 

I am proud of the strategic partnership 
we have developed over the years. The 
Government of Cyprus currently hosts 
the joint mission responsible for car-
rying out the removal and destruction 
of Syria’s chemical weapons as well as 
providing maritime cooperation to fa-
cilitate the process. The role of Cyprus 
demonstrates the island’s important 
strategic location and critical inter-
national engagement efforts. 

I am encouraged by renewed efforts 
to reach a comprehensive and fair solu-
tion to reunify Cyprus. I urge the gov-
ernment of Turkey to cooperate with 
negotiations and I applaud the people 
of Cyprus for their steadfast commit-
ment to securing a peaceful and pros-
perous future. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I wish to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of 
the division of Cyprus, which began on 
July 20, 1974. 

On July 20, 1974, Turkey began its 
brutal invasion of the island of Cyprus. 
By August 25, 1974, Turkish forces con-
trolled more than one-third of the is-
land. To this day, Cyprus remains di-
vided. 

Forty years later, it is long past time 
for a permanent solution that results 
in a free and unified Cyprus. 

For decades, numerous rounds of ne-
gotiations have attempted to achieve a 
settlement. For too long, these efforts 
have failed to yield meaningful 
progress. However, a new round of 
talks began in February of this year. I 
am deeply hopeful that these negotia-
tions will result in a fair and durable 
solution for all Cypriots. 

A secure and stable Republic of Cy-
prus will strengthen the friendship and 
alliance between the United States and 
Cyprus. This relationship is based on 
our long history and our mutual goals 
and values, including a commitment to 
democracy, opportunity for all, and 
human rights. 

Lasting peace in Cyprus will also re-
inforce Cyprus’s role as a force for 
peace, prosperity, and stability in the 
region. 

That is why we must continue to do 
everything possible to help Cyprus re-
solve the decades-long illegal occupa-
tion of Northern Cyprus by Turkey. 

As Vice President BIDEN said in May 
during his historic visit to Cyprus, 
‘‘For the sake of the boys and girls 
born on this island who deserve the 
possibility that only peace can bring, 
let’s finally make hope and history 
rhyme together.’’ 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
SERGEANT ANDREW R. LOONEY 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I wish to 
remember the life and sacrifice of 
Army SGT Andrew R. Looney who died 
on June 21, 2010 serving our Nation in 
Lar Sholtan Village, Afghanistan. Ser-
geant Looney and Army PFC David T. 
Miller died of wounds sustained when a 
suicide bomber attacked their traffic 
control checkpoint. 

Andrew was born June 26, 1987 and 
grew up in Owasso, OK where he grad-
uated from Owasso High School in 2005. 
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