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think that now more than ever what
they need from this country is a Presi-
dent and a U.S. Government that
aligns itself squarely on their side—no
doubletalk, no fancy diplomatic lan-
guage that you could read between the
lines on—a very clear statement: In
this conflict we are on Israel’s side and
we will support them with anything
they need to ensure their stability and
their survival—very clear language
that makes it unequivocal.

Hamas is a terrorist organization,
not a legitimate representative of the
aspirations of the Palestinian people,
but a terrorist organization designed
for the very purpose of destroying the
Jewish state. We need to make these
things abundantly clear, because other-
wise we are going to see more of this in
the years to come.

If there is any daylight between the
United States and Israel, it emboldens
Israel’s enemies. I would say as bad as
this situation is—and it is terrible—the
biggest danger facing Israel today is
not just 1,300 rockets that have come
over from Hamas, it is the threat of a
nuclear Iran. It is interesting that
while we are having this conversation
here today about the attack Israel is
under, this administration is trying to
get an extension of these talks with
the Iranian regime.

I hope you clearly understand. I said
this before and I want to come here and
reiterate: If Iran is allowed to retain
the ability of enriching uranium or re-
processing plutonium, they will build a
nuclear weapon with that capacity. Let
me put it in plain English. If you let
them keep the machines they use to re-
process and enrich, they may not re-
process and enrich to weapons grade
right away, but the fact they have the
ability to do it I guarantee you eventu-
ally means they will.

Do you know how I know that? One
reason is all you have to do is hear the
speeches they give. The second reason
why we know that is the other issue no
one is talking about: Iran isn’t just
spinning centrifuges, they are not just
enriching uranium and reprocessing
plutonium. Iran is building rockets—
long-range rockets, intercontinental
missiles. And there is only one purpose
for those missiles. The only purpose
they have is to put a warhead on them
with a nuclear payload. That is the
only reason why you build missiles
such as that. These types of missiles
are not built to deliver a conventional
weapon; they are built for purposes of a
nuclear capability.

Additionally, these rockets they
want to build aren’t just rockets that
can reach Jerusalem or Tel Aviv. These
are rockets that can reach Washington,
DC, and my hometown of Miami, and
New York City, and the mainland of
the United States. So if they build
these missiles with that range and they
develop the ability to enrich and re-
process, they are one step away, a half
step away from becoming a nuclear
power, able to hold our country hos-
tage and to carry out their ambitions
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of destroying Israel. That is the single
greatest threat. As great as this threat
is with Hamas, and needs to be dealt
with decisively, that is the single
greatest security threat facing Israel.

It is ironic to me that even as we are
focused on this issue and what is hap-
pening, this administration is off in
Geneva trying to cut a deal with Iran
that allows them to retain an acknowl-
edged right to enrich and reprocess,
and that is going to prove to be disas-
trous.

It is my opinion those negotiations
will lead to nothing, because Iran has
entered into these negotiations believ-
ing they entered from a position of
strength. They believe this President
so badly wants a deal that they don’t
have to give on anything. By the way,
I don’t know how you do a meaningful
deal with Iran on nuclear weapons that
doesn’t involve a conversation about
these long-range rockets. Yet that is
exactly what they are doing with little
to no consultation with the Senate or
any other policymakers.

I came to the floor to reiterate my
personal support for Israel but to also
reiterate how strongly I believe vir-
tually every Member of this body sup-
ports the State of Israel, supports
Israel’s right to defend itself, supports
the United States alliance with Israel,
supports everything we must and can
do to help Israel defend herself. I think
that is an important message to send
out.

Finally, I would say this: I would ask
those who have watched this speech or
who will hear these words later to take
the time over the next few days to pray
for Israel. They need our support there
as well, that God will provide her the
safety and security of her people, now
and in the years to come.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. WAR-
NER). The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENTS—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask
unanimous consent that following the
vote on confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 849, Carnes, on Monday, July
21, the Senate remain in executive ses-
sion to consider Calendar No. 789,
Lawson, and Calendar No. 537, Reddick;
that there be 2 minutes for debate
equally divided between the two lead-
ers or their designees prior to each
vote; that upon the use or yielding
back of time the Senate proceed to
vote, without intervening action or de-
bate, on the nominations in the order
listed; that any rollcall votes, fol-
lowing the first in the series, be 10 min-
utes in length; the motions to recon-
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sider be considered made and laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate; that no further motions be
in order to the nominations; that any
statements related to the nominations
be printed in the RECORD; that Presi-
dent Obama be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action and the Senate
then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of all Senators, we expect
nominations considered in this agree-
ment to be confirmed by voice vote.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that notwithstanding Rule XXII,
on Tuesday, July 22, at 10:45 a.m., the
Senate proceed to executive session
and vote on the motions to invoke clo-
ture on Executive Calendar Nos. 851,
Birotte, 852, Rosenberg, and 854,
deGravelles, in the order listed; fur-
ther, that if cloture is invoked on any
of these nominations, that on Tuesday,
July 22, 2014, at 2:15 p.m., all
postcloture time be expired and the
Senate proceed to vote on confirmation
of the nominations in the order upon
which cloture was invoked; that all
rollcall votes after the first in each se-
quence be 10 minutes in length; fur-
ther, that there be 2 minutes for debate
prior to each vote; that if any nomina-
tion is confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action
and the Senate then resume legislative
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. I now ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
CONGRATULATING CHARLIE
SEEMANN
Mr. REID. Mr. President, today I

wish to honor Charlie Seemann. Mr.
Seemann is a talented folklorist who is
dedicated to sharing western arts and
culture with communities throughout
Nevada. At the end of the month, he
will be retiring from his position as ex-
ecutive director of the Western
Folklife Center in Elko, NV.

After serving as the deputy director
of the Country Music Foundation in
Nashville, TN, for 12 years, and later
working as the program director at the
Fund for Folk Culture in Santa Fe,
NM, Nevada was fortunate to have Mr.
Seemann dedicate his efforts to sharing
the cultural heritage of the American
West with communities throughout our
great State.

In 1998, Mr. Seemann brought his
masters of folklife studies, decades of
experience, and his accomplished musi-
cal knowledge to the Western Folklife
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