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A USDOT report, Freight Transportation: Im-
provements and the Economy, estimates the
cost of carrying freight on the highway system
at between $25 and $200 an hour. Unex-
pected delays can increase the cost of trans-
porting goods by 50 to 250 percent.

| believe that is crucial for our nation to
have a dedicated source of funding to keep
our nation’s freight network globally competi-
tive. Therefore, | am introducing the National
Freight Network Trust Fund Act of 2014 that
would direct 5 percent of all import duties col-
lected by Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) at Ports of Entry to be spent on freight
transportation. This is at no new cost to a
business or taxpayer as it uses the funds our
CBP officials are collecting at the border as
freight enters our nation.

This legislation would create the National
Freight Network Trust Fund as an off-budget
trust fund to only serve the roads of the Na-
tional Freight Network and those roads and
rail that connect the Network to Ports of Entry.

It would also create a dedicated funding
source at no new cost to the public by depos-
iting 5 percent of all import duties collected by
CBP and place these funds in the National
Freight Network Trust Fund. Five percent of
import duties would deposit roughly $1.9 bil-
lion in the Trust Fund every year at our cur-
rent rate of imports.

The legislation would also direct the Sec-
retary of Transportation to work in accordance
with the National Freight Strategic Plan to
identify improvements to the National Freight
Network, on-dock rail, and roads and rail that
connect the Network to Ports of Entry, which
show the greatest need in providing for the
movement of freight and goods across the
United States. It would also provide grants at
the Secretary’s discretion to State, regional
and local transportation authorities to make
freight network improvements.

This bill will infuse billions back into the
economy every year, help create good paying
American jobs and keep our nation’s ports
strong and globally competitive.

This is a win for our ports and for our na-
tion’s economy. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

————

HONORING COMMAND SERGEANT
MAJOR FRANK WICKS

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. GIBSON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the retirement of Command Sergeant
Major Frank Wicks. Command Sergeant Major
Wicks has served the people of New York and
the United States admirably throughout his ca-
reer. He will be missed.

Born in Troy, New York, Command Ser-
geant Major Wicks entered the Army in No-
vember 1982 and attended Basic Training in
Fort Dix, New Jersey, and advanced individual
training at Fort Jackson, South Carolina.

His assignments include the 205th Support
Group, 2nd Battalion 105th Infantry, Head-
quarters 42nd Infantry Division, Company A
204th Engineer Battalion, Headquarters 1st
Battalion, 105th Infantry, 2nd Battalion 106th
Regiment, 1st Battalion 108th Infantry, Head-
quarters 27th Brigade Combat Team, and
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Headquarters 53rd Troop Command. His
Command Sergeant Major assignments in-
clude 2nd Battalion 106th Regiment, 2nd Bat-
talion 108th Infantry in Utica, NY, 27th Infantry
Brigade in Syracuse, NY, and the 53rd Troop
Command, Valhalla, NY.

Command Sergeant Major Wicks has
served in every leadership position from Team
Leader to Command Sergeant Major. He has
also served as an Instructor at the United
States Army Sergeants Major Academy. In
October 2003, CSM Wicks mobilized and de-
ployed as the 2nd Battalion 108th Infantry and
Task Force Hunter Command Sergeant Major
to the Sunni Triangle, Iraq, serving as the
Senior Noncommissioned Officer in the con-
duct of combat and stability operations of the
Task Force during Operation Iraqgi Freedom II.

His military education includes all four Non-
commissioned Officers Development Courses
culminating in his graduation from the Ser-
geants Major Academy in June of 2002. Com-
mand Sergeant Major Wicks has earned a
Bachelor of Science in Organizational Man-
agement from NYACK College.

Command Sergeant Major Wicks’ awards
and decorations include: Bronze Star Medal,
Meritorious Service Medal (with bronze oak
leaf cluster), Army Commendation Medal (with
2 bronze oak leaf clusters), Army Achievement
Medal (with bronze oak leaf cluster), Good
Conduct Medal (2nd Award), Army Reserve
Components Achievement Medal (with 4
bronze oak leaf clusters), National Defense
Service Medal (2nd Award), Global War on
Terror Expeditionary Medal, Global War on
Terror Service Medal, Humanitarian Service
Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal (“M” de-
vice 4th award, bronze hourglass), the NCO
Professional Development Ribbon (with nu-
meral 4), Army Service Ribbon, Army Reserve
Components Overseas Training Ribbon, and
the Combat Infantry Badge.

Yet, Command Sergeant Major Wicks’ ca-
reer is much more than a list of accolades.
While those are important and serve as a tes-
tament to his knowledge, drive, and continual
self-improvement, more important are the lives
across New York, the United States, and the
world that Command Sergeant Major Wicks’
has impacted for the better. On behalf of all
those individuals, directly or indirectly, im-
pacted by Command Sergeant Major Wicks
throughout his career | express my deepest
appreciation for his leadership and wish him
and his family the best in their next endeavor.

———

HONORING RAYMOND HARRY
GANTZ

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, communities find
their strength in the dedicated individuals who
offer their time and energy to benefit the pub-
lic good. For the Yonkers community, Ray-
mond Harry Gantz personified that strength
and dedication for decades.

Ray was born to Ellen White and Harry R.
Gantz in 1944. Following high school and col-
lege, he spent a few years serving his country
in the Naval Reserve, stationed in the Great
Lakes, and started a wonderful family. After
leaving the service, Ray pursued a career in
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sales, where his bubbly personality and gift of
gab helped him sell everything from insurance
to vitamins to Avon products.

Upon retiring, Ray decided to once again
serve the public good by dedicating his time to
several community organizations and groups
in Yonkers. He served as Vice President of
the Yonkers African American Heritage Com-
mittee; Board Member of the Nepperhan Com-
munity Center; Member of the Terrace City
Lodge #1499 Senior Group #9; and Board
Member and Advisor of Jefferson Terrace
Resident Council Association.

A doting and proud grandfather, Ray could
always be found with a smile on his face and
a joke ready, products of his overall happy
disposition. He stayed busy in retirement be-
yond his community work, returning in recent
years to sales where he tried his hand at
being a vendor at various flea markets, fes-
tivals and craft fairs.

Sadly, Ray passed away on June 7, 2014 at
the age of 69, surrounded by the friends and
family he loved so, all of whom he touched in
some special way. Although he is gone, the
legacy Ray has left and the work he did to
better his community will live forever, and | am
proud to honor him and his life here today.

——————

RECOGNIZING PROPHETSTOWN,
ILLINOIS

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the people of Prophetstown, lllinois,
on the one year anniversary of the tragic fire
that destroyed over half of their historic down-
town.

The massive fire destroyed eight buildings
and damaged two others in a blaze that took
two dozen first responders hours to put out.

While this fire was devastating, seeing the
people of Prophetstown come together in its
aftermath has been truly inspiring.

They rallied together behind the town slogan
“Prophetstown Strong” and worked together to
support the individuals and businesses who
were impacted by this tragedy.

On July 15, they will again come together to
recognize the first responders who saved a
woman’s life one year ago and to break
ground for a new building in their historic
downtown.

| am honored to recognize the people of
Prophetstown today and to represent them in
Congress each and every day. They truly
demonstrate the best of what a community
can accomplish by working together.

RECOGNIZING THE UNIVERSITY OF
ROCHESTER’S LABORATORY FOR
LASER ENERGETICS

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased that H.R. 4923, the Energy and Water
Development Appropriations Act for Fiscal
Year 2015, provided $68 million for the Uni-
versity of Rochester’'s Laboratory for Laser
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Energetics (LLE), a $4 million increase over
last year.

| strongly support this funding for LLE,
which is a unique national resource and one
of the crown jewels of New York State. One
of two lasers at LLE, the OMEGA laser is the
world’s second most powerful ultraviolet fusion
laser in the world. The second of LLE’s lasers,
the OMEGA EP (Extended Performance)
laser, is a high-intensity, high-energy short-
pulse laser. The LLE is a vital component of
our nation’s scientific capital and leadership, a
key to strategic work on an independent en-
ergy future, a leader in developing innovative
approaches to enhancing our national security,
and a crucial part of New York’s high-tech
economy. It also serves as the principal laser
research facility for Los Alamos and Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratories.

The LLE has attracted nearly $2 billion to
the State of New York and more than 1,000
individuals whose jobs are tied to the program.
The laser lab also provides a strong stimulus
to the local economy through start-up compa-
nies such as QED Technologies, Lucid Inc.,
and Sydor Instruments, fueling New York
State’s rapidly growing high-technology sector.
Through the National Laser Users Facility, the
LLE attracts as many as 300 additional sci-
entists each year from national laboratories,
universities, and companies, and continues to
produce some of the best and brightest Mas-
ter’'s and Ph.D. students.

If there’s any place the Federal Government
should be investing, it's in the laser lab’s re-
search programs, which create jobs through
the creation of spin-off companies. The work
they are doing in high energy density research
is remarkable, working every day to get us
closer to energy independence and enhance
our national security. | am proud of the LLE’s
contribution to the vibrant, growing high-tech
community of Rochester.

GINGER ANDENUCIO
CONGRESSIONAL TRIBUTE

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ginger Andenucio, an educator from
Pueblo, Colorado. After 36 years of service in
Pueblo County District 70, Ms. Andenucio is
retiring to spend time with her family and
friends.

Ms. Andenucio has had an exemplary ca-
reer as an educator and an administrator in
District 70. Long before she began her career
as a teacher, she was a student in the District,
and after college, Ms. Andenucio was drawn
to working in there. During her time in the
classroom, she would teach at the elementary,
middle and high school levels. After teaching
for 20 years, Ms. Andenucio began working in
the administration, where she was tasked with
building District 70’s gifted and talented pro-
gram. From there, she climbed the ladder,
eventually becoming the Assistant Super-
intendent. Under her leadership, District 70
launched programs such as Gateway to Tech-
nology, the International Baccalaureate pro-
gram, and Project Lead the Way. Ms.
Andenucio also led the transition to modernize
classrooms by bringing laptops and Prome-
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thean boards to schools. Throughout this pe-
riod, she has had one goal in mind, to create
a better learning experience for the students
of District 70.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Andenucio’s hard work
and dedication are an example to us all. |
stand with the residents of Pueblo County and
the students and parents of District 70 in
thanking Ms. Andenucio and congratulating
her on a lifetime of service. Although she is
retiring from her current post, | am confident
she will continue to be a valuable part of her
community, and | look forward to seeing all
she will accomplish in the years to come.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TURKEY’'S INVASION
OF CYPRUS

HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the 40th anniversary of the 1974
Turkish invasion of Cyprus and to call for the
end to Turkey’s continued and illegal occupa-
tion.

The Greek Cypriot community continues to
struggle and face the denial of its fundamental
human rights. Turkish troops and colonists
from mainland Turkey based in the occupied
area prevent thousands of Greek Cypriots
from returning to their homes, and those who
chose to stay in the occupied region face daily
threats and discrimination. Their properties are
often confiscated or sold without their consent.
They face daily religious persecution, as Turk-
ish troops restrict access to and destroy reli-
gious sites, and constrain freedom of worship.

Turkey continues to obstruct attempts to dis-
cover the fate of military and civilian personnel
who have been unaccounted for since the in-
vasion 40 years ago Turkey has prevented the
exhumation of mass graves in its restricted
military areas, even under the offer of U.N. su-
pervision.

Fortunately, Cyprus’s government continues
in its commitment to a U.N.-sponsored proc-
ess to reach a lasting solution that would cre-
ate a bizonal, bicommunal federation respect-
ful of the human rights of all Cypriots, Greek
or Turkish. Last year, President Anastasiades
proposed several measures which would sig-
nificantly contribute to the negotiating process,
and recently, the leaders of both Cypriot com-
munities issued a Joint Statement which lays
a strong foundation for future talks. The United
States has welcomed both of these develop-
ments as crucial steps toward a lasting solu-
tion. Regrettably, the Turkish government has
not only rejected all of these proposals, but
also exercises “gunboat diplomacy” to inter-
fere with legal oil and gas explorations in the
Cypriot Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

Forty years is too long for a people to be
denied their basic rights. It is too long to be
separated from one’s family and one’s home.
It is time to make Cyprus an example of rec-
onciliation, peace, and stability for the eastern
Mediterranean, and for the international com-
munity at-large.
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HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
403—"aye” (MTR) and rolicall No. 404—"no”
(final passage H.R. 4718).

RECOGNIZING DR. SHAINY
VARGHESE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Shainy Varghese, an assistant
professor at the University of Houston—YVic-
toria (UHV) School of Nursing, who is a recipi-
ent of the Nurses.com Giving Excellence
Meaning Award of Texas. Dr. Varghese is the
first person from UHV to receive the award.
Her award came in the House, Community
and Ambulatory Care category. Varghese and
five other Texas finalists will advance to the
national contest where they will compete with
nurses from other regions.

It was Dr. Varghese’s community involve-
ment that set her apart from the three other
regional finalists. She started her own nurse-
managed clinic, which is rare for a nurse prac-
titioner, and gives medical care to anyone in
need. This clinic has improved access to pri-
mary care in Fort Bend County. Aside from
this award, Dr. Varghese was awarded the Ex-
cellence in Nursing Bronze Medal by the Good
Samaritan Foundation in 2012. She has been
a permanent member of the staff at UHV
since 2009 where her research specialty is
telehealth.

Our community is lucky to have Dr.
Varghese who is actively making a difference
in our community and educating our future
nurses. On behalf of the Twenty-Second Con-
gressional District of Texas, best of luck to Dr.
Varghese and congratulations on becoming a
finalist for this prestigious award.

———

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR END-
ING THE 40 YEAR DIVISION OF
CYPRUS

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, this year
marks the 40th anniversary of the Turkish in-
vasion of Cyprus. In 1974, Turkey invaded the
island of Cyprus reportedly to protect Turkish
Cypriots from tensions with Greek Cypriots.
Turkey then launched a second phase of the
invasion which resulted in 1,500 missing
Greek Cypriots, an estimated 5,000 civilian
deaths and 170,000 refugees. In 1983, the
Turkish Cypriot occupied area declared itself
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus,
though it has never been recognized by any
country other than Turkey.

Currently, around 40,000 Turkish troops pa-
trol the occupied area, making the northern
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