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this administration has created a mag-
net for illegal immigration.

This is endangering the lives of chil-
dren and is adding additional strains to
our already overtaxed taxpayers, and
now, the President says he needs $3.7
billion from Congress to address the
problem that his disregard for our laws
has created. Virtually none of this
money addresses the real problem of
securing our border.

We need to deploy the National
Guard to the border. The National
Guard is well equipped to handle this
humanitarian crisis. It would provide
critical relief to our Border Patrol, al-
lowing them to better concentrate on
protecting our border.

My amendment to the NDAA of
transferring $6 million to the Army Na-
tional Guard would do exactly that.

———
ECONOMY

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
June saw nearly 300,000 new jobs added
to the economy, lowering unemploy-
ment to the lowest level since 2008.
Still, we must do more for America’s
economic security. This includes ensur-
ing that Americans are able to earn a
living wage and that vulnerable fami-
lies can depend on unemployment in-
surance in tough times.

This week, I voted for the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act be-
cause it will help individuals acquire
the skills they need to succeed in the
workforce and will help employers find
the skilled workers they need to com-
pete in the global economy.

Monday, I had the honor of visiting
Mussman’s Back Acres in Grant Park,
Illinois, which is a family-owned egg
farm that is operated by brothers
Keith, Craig, and Kevin Mussman and
their dedicated employees. Mussman’s
has 400,000 organic-fed layers, and it
distributes eggs in the United States,
Mexico, and Canada.

This is exactly the type of small
business Congress should be promoting.
That is why I will continue touring
family farms and small businesses in
Illinois—to bring their ideas and con-
cerns back to Washington. Together,
we can help our businesses thrive, and
we can protect our workers. It is key
to our recovery.

HONORING RAOUL WALLENBERG
WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Raoul Gustaf
Wallenberg of Sweden for his heroism
during World War II.

Yesterday, I was humbled to join my
colleagues in the U.S. Capitol to
present Wallenberg’s Congressional
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Gold Medal to his half sister, Nina
Lagergren.

In 1944, President Roosevelt ap-
pointed Wallenberg to the War Refugee
Board to protect more than 700,000
Jews living in Budapest. With assist-
ance from Sweden, Wallenberg de-
nounced violence, exemplified unparal-
leled courage, and perpetuated the
highest of humanitarian ideals.

Although he mysteriously  dis-
appeared en route to Moscow at the
end of the war, Wallenberg is credited
with saving 100,000 Jews from certain
death in concentration camps. In 1981,
Congress awarded Wallenberg honorary
citizenship posthumously, one of only
six other non-U.S. citizens so honored,
including Sir Winston Churchill.

Wallenberg’s work endures as a
model of service to humankind and as
a model of courage in the face of dan-
ger.

——
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to encourage my colleagues to do
the right thing: to work across the
aisle and take swift action to address
the humanitarian crisis that our Na-
tion is currently facing.

As a parent, I look at the situation at
our Texas border, and I think of the
circumstances that would lead my wife
and me to send our 8-year-old on a dan-
gerous journey thousands of miles
away from home without us—away
from his room, away from his toys,
away from the things that he loves the
most.

Children awaiting their fates at de-
tention centers are victims of crime,
violence, and war, and we have a re-
sponsibility to address the root causes
of their migration. Without a com-
prehensive solution, however, we will
continue to face situations like the cri-
sis that we see now at the southern
border.

For over a year now, House Repub-
licans have refused to take up a long
overdue overhaul of the immigration
system that will streamline the legal
immigration process, decrease the Na-
tion’s deficit, secure our borders, cre-
ate jobs, and provide an earned path-
way to citizenship.

We need to put politics aside and
work together to pass a fair immigra-
tion plan for the 21st century that hon-
ors this country’s history as the land of
opportunity, justice, and equality for
all.

————

LIVE LIKE BELLA FOUNDATION
FOR CHILDHOOD CANCER

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to recognize the Live Like
Bella Foundation for Childhood Can-

H6041

cer, an organization based in my home
district of Miami.

Inspired by Bella Rodriguez-Torres, a
young girl who courageously fought
cancer six times until her death last
year, this foundation supports the fight
against pediatric cancer, while offering
much-needed support for families.

Cancer is the number one cause of
death in children under the age of 15.
Live Like Bella is dedicated to raising
funds for innovative cancer research at
Miami Children’s Hospital.

During National Childhood Cancer
Awareness Month, the foundation will
host its first annual Bella’s Ball, where
Miami will dress up in golden shimmer
and shine in memory of Bella and in
order to create awareness of childhood
cancer.

The event enjoys broad support from
Miami celebrities, such as Jon Secada,
and athletes like Eddy ‘‘The Jet” Alva-
rez, as well as from many local busi-
nesses.

I encourage everyone in our south
Florida community to attend this
event on Saturday, September 13,
which supports a wonderful cause in
need of greater public attentiveness.

———————

RAISE THE MINIMUM WAGE

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, an in-
crease in the minimum wage is good
for jobs. Minimum wage workers are
adults who support families, and exor-
bitant CEO pay actually has been prov-
en to hurt the performance of compa-
nies. Three new studies confirm these
three points, and I would like to elabo-
rate a little bit.

Minimum wage workers are older
than they used to be. Their average age
is 35 years old, and 88 percent are at
least 20 years old. Most are women.
Women make up 48 percent of the
workforce; yet 55 percent of the would-
be beneficiaries of an increase to the
minimum wage are women.

Raising the minimum wage will not
cost jobs. That is a myth. Here are the
facts: 13 States raised the minimum
wage in 2014, and all but one have seen
employment gains. Now, that doesn’t
prove causation, but it does prove that
this claim that minimum wage hurts
jobs is false.

It is also the case that we are often
told that high pay for CEOs is just a re-
ward and that it incentivizes them to
work hard. High CEO pay does not in-
crease profitability.

In fact, in June, a study was pub-
lished that looked at the long-term
performance of 1,500 companies. That is
a lot of data. They are finding that
higher, exorbitant CEO pay hurts com-
panies. Forbes says, ‘How could this
be? In a word, overconfidence.”

The bottom line is that the myths
that we live by are not true. Let’s raise
the wage and get some accountability
at the executive level.
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WAGING WAR ON COLSTRIP,
MONTANA

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, Colstrip,
Montana, is a town that runs on coal.
Hundreds of hardworking Montanans
depend on jobs in Colstrip’s coal-fired
power plant and its coal mines to pro-
vide for their families, but one anticoal
energy consultant said that Montanans
‘‘should plan for life without Colstrip,”
due, in part, to job-killing regulations
proposed by the Obama administration.

EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy
recently met with a group of Democrat
Senators who commended the Agency’s
efforts on these emissions rules.

I urge Administrator McCarthy to
get out of Washington, D.C., and speak
with the Montana families who will be
directly and negatively affected by
these regulations and to explain to
them why the Obama administration is
waging a war on their livelihoods and
their town. He is waging a war on the
middle class.

———

NATIONAL OCEAN POLICY

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the National Ocean Policy.

Later today, we may consider an
amendment to the Energy and Water
Appropriations bill to undermine this
important policy. The amendment
would promote inefficiency in ocean
management. It would harm coastal
communities.

We depend on the marine environ-
ment for many important uses, like
food, tourism, and the transportation
of goods. These diverse interests often
conflict, which is why the National
Ocean Policy provides a forum for local
stakeholders and Federal agencies to
talk to each other and work things out.

Efforts to cripple the National Ocean
Policy will prevent local ocean users
from deciding what issues are most im-
portant for their local communities,
and that makes no sense.

Improving the coordination between
Federal agencies and local ocean stake-
holders is a bipartisan idea that was
first suggested during the Bush admin-
istration. It should still have bipar-
tisan support.

I urge my colleagues to support the
National Ocean Policy and to reject ef-
forts to undermine this commonsense
idea.

———

CRISIS AT THE SOUTHERN
BORDER

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I stand
to address the crisis occurring along
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our southern border, which is a direct
result of the President’s failure to up-
hold the laws of our Nation.

Illegal aliens apprehended in Texas
are being shipped and flown to Cali-
fornia, which is my home State, as well
as to other States, on the taxpayers’
dime. Allegations state that approxi-
mately 420 Central American illegal
aliens, mostly women and children,
were on the first three flights into San
Diego.

Flooding our State with these illegal
aliens not only creates a humanitarian
crisis that must be dealt with, but it
crosses a line that the American public
will not and should not tolerate.

We cannot continue to stand by and
allow this administration to continue
to pick and choose what laws will be
enforced. These policies have resulted
in what we are facing now—unlawful
immigration, especially children and
their families. They are getting a
mixed message and a mixed signal from
this administration, that of believing
they may receive some form of am-
nesty from this administration or will
at least have a chance to stay in this
country, regardless of the laws of our
Nation.

Unless this present administration
starts upholding the laws of the land
and ensuring our border is secure, this
crisis will continue to get worse and
worse, affecting our children and our
economy very detrimentally.

The President’s demand—the solu-
tion he is proposing—of $3.7 billion in
additional funding isn’t a solution at
all. It does nothing to address the bor-
der problems we have in the enforce-
ment of the border.

We need to find real solutions, and
this flood of illegal immaigration is just
going to be a bigger detriment to our
Nation.

————

PASS EXTENSION OF THE
HIGHWAY ACT

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, while we
were on break, the 58th anniversary of
the interstate highway system was
celebrated, and while there is a lot of
discussion here in the House about dif-
ferent issues, there is nothing more im-
portant for this Congress to do than to
create jobs for the American public.
The best way to create jobs is to pass
an extension of the Highway Act—in-
frastructure bills.

President Eisenhower was a Presi-
dent who knew we needed a strong in-
frastructure and a highway system.
When he needed a sponsor in the Sen-
ate, it was Albert Gore, Sr., from Ten-
nessee—a Democrat—who sponsored
that bill.

We need bipartisanship the way we
had it with Eisenhower and Gore in
order to come up with a highway ex-
tension. If it is a gas tax—whatever it
is—we need to do it. We need to put
Americans back to work, and we need
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to put our infrastructure first. Those
should be the responsibilities of this
House.

I pledge to support transportation ef-
forts to get a bill passed and to make
America proud about its infrastructure
again—bridges, runways, and roads.

DEPLOY NATIONAL GUARD TO
SECURE OUR BORDER

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, we have a very sad human
tragedy going on at our border, with
many thousands of children coming to
the U.S. from Central America.

Americans are the most generous,
compassionate people in the world, but
if we don’t secure our borders, we will
destroy America as we have known it.
There are probably several hundred
million people who would come here in
a short time, if we simply opened our
borders.

We must have a legal, orderly system
of immigration, and it must be en-
forced. Our entire infrastructure—our
schools, our hospitals, our jails, our
sewers, and so forth—just cannot take
in hundreds of millions more people in
a short time.

We need to immediately deploy our
National Guard to secure our border,
and we need to immediately change the
laws, so that every unaccompanied
child does not require a court hearing.

This is an emergency situation, Mr.
Speaker. It does not require more
money. It requires immediate action
with funds that are already available.

—
0 1230

EFFECTS OF AMERICA’S WAR ON
DRUGS

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday I spoke about the flood of
unaccompanied minors crossing our
borders to escape drug and gang vio-
lence caused by America’s war on
drugs.

Today I want to speak about the ef-
fect of that drug war on young people
trapped in the inner cities of America
on this side of the border. Take Chi-
cago, for instance: 58 shot, 14 killed
over the July Fourth weekend; most
involved drugs, if not all.

Politicians cracked down on drug
crime in the eighties and nineties, but
look at the impact that it has had. It is
a failed war on drugs that has become
a war on urban youth. Many boys on
the streets of Chicago or Atlanta can
barely cross the street without bullets
streaking past their heads.

The war on drugs and its impact on
our youth needs to end now.
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