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vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. It has been deeply
gratifying to see how my work in Con-
gress has supported these local efforts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Grundy County to build a
legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to successfully acquire
financial assistance from programs I
have fought hard to support, which
have provided more than $7 million to
the local economy.

Of course, one of my favorite memo-
ries of working together is the commu-
nity’s success in obtaining more than
$294,000 in funds from the Department
of Justice for public safety efforts to
promote drug free communities, pro-
vide transitional housing for victims of
domestic violence, and purchase safety
equipment for law enforcement per-
sonnel.

Among the highlights:

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—Dbetter
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Grundy
County has received $95,000 in Harkin
grants. Similarly, schools in Grundy
County have received funds that I des-
ignated for Iowa Star Schools for tech-
nology totaling $85,475.

Disaster mitigation and prevention:
In 1993, when historic floods ripped
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through Iowa, it became clear to me
that the national emergency-response
infrastructure was woefully inadequate
to meet the needs of Iowans in flood-
ravaged communities. I went to work
dramatically expanding the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s haz-
ard mitigation program, which helps
communities reduce the loss of life and
property due to natural disasters and
enables mitigation measures to be im-
plemented during the immediate recov-
ery period. Disaster relief means more
than helping people and businesses get
back on their feet after a disaster, it
means doing our best to prevent the
same predictable flood or other catas-
trophe from recurring in the future.
The hazard mitigation program that I
helped create in 1993 provided critical
support to Iowa communities impacted
by the devastating floods of 2008.
Grundy County has received over $2
million to remediate and prevent wide-
spread destruction from natural disas-
ters.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Grundy County has received
more than $2.8 million from a variety
of farm bill programs.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Grundy County’s fire departments
have received over $382,000 for fire-
fighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved
and admired my brother Frank, who
was deaf. But I was deeply disturbed by
the discrimination and obstacles he
faced every day. That is why I have al-
ways been a passionate advocate for
full equality for people with disabil-
ities. As the primary author of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA,
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living and economic self-sufficiency.
Nearly a quarter century since passage
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes
in communities everywhere I go in
Iowa—not just in curb cuts or closed
captioned television, but in the full
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participation of people with disabilities
in our society and economy, folks who
at long last have the opportunity to
contribute their talents and to be fully
included. These changes have increased
economic opportunities for all citizens
of Grundy County, both those with and
without disabilities. And they make us
proud to be a part of a community and
country that respects the worth and
civil rights of all of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Towa, and spe-
cifically Grundy County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in
Grundy County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives. And, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as
their Senator.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

2014 NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL
STRATEGY—PM 49

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit the 2014 Na-
tional Drug Control Strategy, a 21st cen-
tury approach to drug policy that is
built on decades of research dem-
onstrating that addiction is a disease
of the brain—one that can be pre-
vented, treated, and from which people
can recover. The pages that follow lay
out an evidence-based plan for real
drug policy reform, spanning the spec-
trum of effective prevention, early
intervention, treatment, recovery sup-
port, criminal justice, law enforce-
ment, and international cooperation.

Illicit drug use and its consequences
challenge our shared dream of building
for our children a country that is
healthier, safer, and more prosperous.
Illicit drug use is associated with ad-
diction, disease, and lower academic
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performance among our young people.
It contributes to crime, injury, and se-
rious dangers on the Nation’s road-
ways. And drug use and its con-
sequences jeopardize the progress we
have made in strengthening our econ-
omy—contributing to unemployment,
impeding re-employment, and costing
our economy billions of dollars in lost
productivity.

These facts, combined with the latest
research about addiction as a disease of
the brain, helped shape the approach
laid out in my Administration’s first
National Drug Control Strategy—and
they continue to guide our efforts to
reform drug policy in a way that is
more efficient, effective, and equitable.
Through the Affordable Care Act, mil-
lions of Americans will be able to ob-
tain health insurance, including cov-
erage for substance use disorder treat-
ment services. We have worked to re-
form our criminal justice system, ad-
dressing unfair sentencing disparities,
providing alternatives to incarceration
for nonviolent, substance-involved of-
fenders, and improving prevention and
re-entry programs to protect public
safety and improve outcomes for peo-
ple returning to communities from
prisons and jails. And we have built
stronger partnerships with our inter-
national allies, working with them in a
global effort against drug trafficking
and transnational organized crime,
while also assisting them in their ef-
forts to address substance use disorders
and related public health problems.

This progress gives us good reason to
move forward with confidence. How-
ever, we cannot effectively build on
this progress without collaboration
across all sectors of our society. I look
forward to joining with community
coalitions, faith-based groups, tribal
communities, health care providers,
law enforcement agencies, state and
local governments, and our inter-
national partners to continue this im-
portant work in 2014. And I thank the
Congress for its continued support of
our efforts to build a healthier, safer,
and more prosperous country.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 9, 2014.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:49 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1528. An act to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to allow a veterinarian to
transport and dispense controlled substances
in the usual course of veterinary practice
outside of the registered location.

H.R. 3488. An act to establish the condi-
tions under which the Secretary of Home-
land Security may establish preclearance fa-
cilities, conduct preclearance operations,
and provide customs services outside the
United States, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4007. An act to recodify and reauthor-
ize the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism
Standards Program.
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H.R. 4263. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to authorize the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to establish a so-
cial media working group, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 4289. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to require the Under
Secretary for Management of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to take adminis-
trative action to achieve and maintain inter-
operable communications capabilities among
the components of the Department of Home-
land Security, and for other purposes.

H.R. 46563. An act to reauthorize the United
States Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom, and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3488. An act to establish the condi-
tions under which the Secretary of Home-
land Security may establish preclearance fa-
cilities, conduct preclearance operations,
and provide customs services outside the
United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

H.R. 4007. An act to recodify and reauthor-
ize the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism
Standards Program; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

H.R. 4263. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to authorize the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to establish a so-
cial media working group, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 4289. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to require the Under
Secretary for Management of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to take adminis-
trative action to achieve and maintain inter-
operable communications capabilities among
the components of the Department of Home-
land Security, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

H.R. 46563. An act to reauthorize the United
States Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 2569. A bill to provide an incentive for
businesses to bring jobs back to America.

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 1528. An act to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to allow a veterinarian to
transport and dispense controlled substances
in the usual course of veterinary practice
outside of the registered location.

———————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

S. 2578. A bill to ensure that employers
cannot interfere in their employees’ birth
control and other health care decisions.

S. 2579. A bill to require the Secretary of
State to offer rewards totaling up to
$5,000,000 for information on the kidnapping
and murder of Naftali Fraenkel, a dual
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United States-Israeli citizen, that began on
June 12, 2014.

—————

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-284. A joint resolution adopted by the
General Assembly of the State of Vermont
applying to the United States Congress to
call a convention of the states under Article
V of the United States Constitution for the
sole purpose of proposing amendments to the
United States Constitution that would limit
the influence of money in the electoral proc-
ess; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

JOINT SENATE RESOLUTION No. 27

Whereas, it was the stated intention of the
framers of the Constitution of the United
States of America that the Congress of the
United States of America should be ‘‘depend-
ent on the people alone” (James Madison or
Alexander Hamilton, Federalist 52), and

Whereas, that dependency has evolved
from a dependency on the people alone to a
dependency on those who spend excessively
in elections through campaigns or third-
party groups, and

Whereas, the U.S. Supreme Court ruling in
Citizens United v. Federal Election Commis-
sion, 130 S.Ct. 876 (2010), removed restrictions
on amounts of independent political spend-
ing, and

Whereas, the removal of those restrictions
has resulted in the corrupting influence of
powerful economic forces, which have sup-
planted the will of the people by under-
mining our ability to choose our political
leadership, write our own laws, and deter-
mine the fate of our State, and

Whereas, the State of Vermont believes
that a convention called pursuant to Article
V of the U.S. Constitution should be con-
vened to consider amendments to that Con-
stitution to limit the corrupting influence of
money in our political system and desires
that said convention should be so limited,
and

Whereas, the Congress of the United States
has failed to propose, pursuant to Article V
of the Constitution, amendments that would
adequately address the concerns of Vermont:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, That the General Assembly, pur-
suant to Article V of the U.S. Constitution,
hereby petitions the U.S. Congress to call a
convention for the sole purpose of proposing
amendments to the Constitution of the
United States of America that would limit
the corrupting influence of money in our
electoral process, including, inter alia, by
overturning the Citizens United decision,
and be it further

Resolved, That this petition shall not be
considered by the U.S. Congress until 33
other states submit petitions for the same
purpose as proposed by Vermont in this reso-
lution and unless the Congress determines
that the scope of amendments to the Con-
stitution of the United States considered by
the convention shall be limited to the same
purpose requested by Vermont, and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be di-
rected to send a copy of this resolution to
the Vice President of the United States; the
President Pro Tempore and the Secretary of
the Senate of the United States; the Speaker
and Clerk of the House of Representatives of
the United States; the Archivist of the
United States; and the Vermont Congres-
sional Delegation.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-25T11:46:26-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




