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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable ED-
WARD J. MARKEY, a Senator from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Merciful God, a gracious and willing
guest in every heart, thank You for the
opportunities and privileges of this
day. May Your peace rule within our
Senators’ hearts. As they remember
how You have guided us in the past,
give them strength for today and
bright hopes for tomorrow. With the
ebb and flow of life’s seasons, may they
grow more certain of Your reality and
power. Lord, when much seems obscure
to them, may they be even more faith-
ful to the little they can clearly see.
Continue to shower them and their
loved ones with Your daily mercies.

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 25, 2014.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable EDWARD J. MARKEY, a

Senate

Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. MARKEY thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

BIPARTISAN SPORTSMEN’S ACT
OF 2014—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to Calendar No. 384, S. 2363, the
Hagan sportsmen’s legislation.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 384, S.
2363, a bill to protect and enhance opportuni-
ties for recreational hunting, fishing, and
shooting, and for other purposes.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate will be in a pe-
riod of morning business until noon,
with the time equally divided and con-
trolled between the two leaders or
their designees. The Republicans will
control the first 30 minutes and the
majority will control the next 30 min-
utes.

At noon the Senate will proceed to
the consideration of H.R. 803, the
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity
Act. At 2:30 p.m. there will be three
rollcall votes on amendments and pas-
sage of the bill.

WORKFORCE INNOVATION AND OPPORTUNITY ACT

Mr. President, this afternoon the
Senate will consider and pass the bi-
partisan Workforce Innovation and Op-
portunity Act. While the unemploy-
ment rate has steadily declined since
the recession and more than 9 million

private sector jobs have been created,
too many Americans are still unem-
ployed or lack the tools necessary to
compete for today’s jobs. That is why
this legislation, which updates and
streamlines our Nation’s job training
and local workforce development pro-
grams, is so vital.

This legislation is very complicated,
very complex, and it is vital. It proves
the mere fact that even though this
legislation is complicated, complex,
and vital, we can pass it. This act will
help improve training and educational
opportunities for those Americans
looking for a job or to advance their
careers. It will also help businesses
grow and strengthen local economies
across the whole country. In Nevada
tens of thousands have benefited from
the job training placement and edu-
cational programs funded by the Work-
force Innovation and Opportunity Act.
Many found their first job while others
were able to reenter the workforce, and
still others took advantage of the pro-
grams to improve their skills. For all
of them it meant a paycheck, and for
some of them it meant a raise to sup-
port their families. This legislation is
also an example of how the Senate can
and should function.

I repeat, this legislation is not a
walk in the park. It is extremely com-
plicated. It shows how Congress can op-
erate when both sides are willing to
compromise and work in good faith to
craft legislation that will help improve
the lives of Americans.

It has not been easy. This program
was last authorized in 1998. Think of
how much the world has changed over
the last 16 years. Liook at the Internet.
It has transformed training and edu-
cation programs and even the way
most Americans look for work.

Over the past 16 years there have
been several attempts to reauthorize
this legislation, and they have all fall-
en short. After 16 years of attempts, it
is even more impressive that Chairman
HARKIN, Senators MURRAY, ALEXANDER,
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