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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable ED-
WARD J. MARKEY, a Senator from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, before the mountains 

were settled and the hills brought 
forth, Your power and majesty were 
known. Come to our lawmakers on 
Capitol Hill today. Come as light to en-
lighten their minds. Come as truth to 
teach them Your precepts. Come as 
Spirit to transform their hearts. Come 
as fire to purge from them the dross of 
transgression. Come as power to use 
them in Your service. May Your pres-
ence provide them with such patience, 
steadiness, and encouragement that 
they will be instruments for Your 
glory. 

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one Nation under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for 
all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read a communication to the 
Senate from the President pro tempore 
(Mr. LEAHY). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, June 18, 2014. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable EDWARD J. MARKEY, a 

Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. MARKEY thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate will resume 
consideration of the appropriations bill 
led by Senator MIKULSKI. 

We hope to begin the consideration of 
the bill today. We are now postcloture. 
We had to file cloture to get on the 
bill, as usual, and I think we have 
wasted the 30 hours. But that is where 
we are. So we hope to begin consider-
ation of the bill today and work 
through the amendments. Senators 
will be notified when votes are sched-
uled. 

f 

IRAQ 

Mr. REID. Over the last several days 
the world has looked in horror as the 
terrorist organization ISIS, the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria, has swept 
across Iraq. As we speak they are 
sweeping even closer to Baghdad. They 
are murdering and they are pillaging. 
The group is now positioned outside 
Baghdad. It threatens to unleash its 
violent extremism on the capital of 
Iraq. ISIS poses a threat to Iraq and 
the surrounding region—and that is an 
understatement. 

As President Obama and his advisors 
consider options to combat the threat, 
conservative Members of Congress—or 
I should say Republican Members of 
Congress and their pundit cheer-

leaders—are more interested in playing 
their favorite game—their favorite 
game: blame Obama. It doesn’t matter 
what it is, it is his fault for putting 
people’s lives in jeopardy—our mili-
tary, special forces. The FBI captured 
someone who was the ringleader of the 
Libya Benghazi attack. They have 
criticized the President for bringing 
this man to justice. 

Yesterday I listened with dismay 
when the Republican leader suggested 
and claimed that President Obama pre-
maturely withdrew troops from Iraq. 
Think about that for a minute—5,500 
dead Americans, tens of thousands 
wounded. Thousands and thousands 
have been wounded grievously. 

I ask my friend and Republicans he 
leads, would they have preferred the 
United States stay in Iraq? Would they 
have preferred our soldiers have stayed 
in Iraq in harm’s way? Is he—are they, 
the Republicans—willing to risk more 
American lives? 

The Republican leader and other Re-
publicans seem to have forgotten why 
President Obama initiated the troop 
drawdown in June of 2009. Why? The 
Iraqis wanted us out. The Iraqi govern-
ment didn’t want American forces to 
stay. Is the Republican leader and the 
Republicans he leads suggesting that 
American servicemembers should risk 
their lives even more, even as the Iraqi 
people were telling our military to 
leave? 

What has been taking place in Iraq is 
a civil war. Do the Republicans and 
their leader believe that service men 
and women from Kentucky and the 
other 49 States across this great coun-
try should be inserted in the middle of 
their civil war? I don’t think so. Fight-
ing between factions in Iraq has cost 
thousands of Iraqi and American lives 
over the last decade, and it spawned a 
new breed of terrorism now. Yet the 
original architects of the war—of the 
invasion of Iraq—would have us believe 
that this is all President Obama’s 
fault. Think about that. 
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