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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, 1 year ago
today, this House passed H.R. 1797, the
Pain Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act, with bipartisan support. To this
date, the Senate has not considered
this measure to protect the lives of in-
nocent children in the womb from the
cruel, excruciating pain of an abortion
procedure. This is unconscionable.

I fear for the conscience of our Na-
tion because the termination of unborn
children for any reason is tolerated in
some parts of our country throughout
pregnancy, even though scientific con-
clusions show infants feel pain by at
least 20 weeks’ gestation.

Mr. Speaker, it is important that the
American people understand exactly
what happens when they hear the word
“‘abortion.” It is a heart-wrenching,
painful procedure that tears a baby
limb from limb before crushing his or
her head or is a poisonous chemical in-
jection. As a country, we should leave
this practice behind. That is why I co-
sponsored and voted for H.R. 1797,
which would prohibit elective abor-
tions in the TUnited States past 20
weeks.

Life is the most fundamental of all
rights. It is sacred and God-given, but
millions of babies have been robbed of
that right in this, the freest country in
the world. That is a tragedy beyond
words and a betrayal of what we as a
nation stand for.

Before liberty, equality, free speech,
freedom of conscience, the pursuit of
happiness, and justice for all, there has
to be life. And yet, for millions of
aborted infants, many pain-capable and
many discriminated against because of
gender or disability, life is exactly
what they have been denied.

An affront to life to some is an af-
front to life for every one of us. One
day we hope it will be different. We
hope life will cease to be valued on a
sliding scale. We hope the era of elec-
tive abortions, ushered in by an
unelected Court, will be closed and col-
lectively deemed one of the darkest
chapters in American history. But
until that day, it remains a solemn
duty to stand up for life.

Regardless of the length of this jour-
ney, we will continue to speak for
those who cannot. We will continue to
pray to the One who can change the
hearts of those in desperation and
those in power, who equally hold the
lives of the innocent in their hands.

May we, in love, defend the unborn.
May we, in humility, confront this na-
tional sin. May we mourn what abor-
tion reveals about the conscience of
our Nation.

H.R. 1797 provides commonsense pro-
tections for unborn children who feel
pain just as you and I do. It is time the
Senate considers this measure and pro-
tects the vulnerable among us.

OPPOSING U.S. MILITARY
INTERVENTION IN IRAQ
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. HAHN) for 5 minutes.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I just want-
ed to come today and add my voice and
my constituents’ voice to the situation
in Iraq. I wanted to voice my strong
opposition to any further United
States military intervention in Iraq.

I don’t think we should be sending
our men and women back to Iraq or to
engage in air strikes. I don’t believe
that this is the right course of action.
Our Nation’s military involvement in
Iraq, I think, needs to be over.

The United States has already spent
trillions of dollars in Iraq while, here
at home, our economy is still suffering.
Our schools are going without needed
funding. Families in my district are
struggling to find jobs, to put food on
the table, and our own infrastructure is
crumbling.

My colleague earlier, on the other
side of the aisle, talked about Hsther
and her great line of ‘‘for such a time
as this,” which is something I actually
try to live by, but I don’t believe that
this is the time to go back and fight a
war that I don’t believe is ours. I be-
lieve it is the time for America to
focus our resources here at home.

We can’t afford to spend millions of
dollars on this military action when
our schools are failing, one in five chil-
dren lives in poverty in the United
States, and so many of our veterans
are not being taken care of when they
come home.

I don’t sit on the Committees of
Armed Services, of Foreign Affairs. I
am not on the Intelligence Committee.
I sit on the Small Business Committee
and the Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee. From that perspec-
tive, I know that our small businesses
want us to help them. Our infrastruc-
ture is failing and crumbling. We have
70,000 bridges in this country that are
structurally deficient. I believe that we
need to focus our resources here at
home.

We have had nearly 4,500 brave men
and women that sacrificed their lives
for what I believe was a misguided mis-
sion in Iraq. More than 30,000 Ameri-
cans have come home emotionally and
physically scarred. Let’s not do this
again.

I don’t think we have any place try-
ing to solve a modern-day civil war. I
think enough is enough. I hope, before
the President takes action, he will
come to Congress and ask us and the
people that we represent what action
needs to be taken.

————
HIGHWAY TRUST FUND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, we take in approximately $39
billion a year for the highway trust
fund to take care of transportation
needs all over this country. We have
spent $103 billion over the last several
yvears rebuilding Afghanistan. Now
they tell us projects all over this coun-
try will have to stop because of a $15
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billion shortfall in our highway trust
fund.

Today and tomorrow we will have be-
fore us a Defense bill that has a $79 bil-
lion placeholder for overseas contin-
gency operations over and above the
regular Defense budget. It has been
this amount or much more over the
last several years.

This OCO account is primarily for
Iraq and Afghanistan, where we are
still spending megabillions. We should
take at least some of this money to
cover the shortfall in the highway
trust fund to keep these projects and
jobs going all over the U.S.

We have spent far too much blood
and treasure in Iraq and Afghanistan
over the last few years, and that needs
to stop. Mr. Speaker, we need to stop
spending all of these billions in Iraq
and Afghanistan and start taking bet-
ter care of our own people and our own
country.

———

HONORING CHIEF MASTER SER-
GEANT WILLARVIS “DEE” SMITH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the service of Chief
Master Sergeant Willarvis ‘‘Dee”
Smith, who, this week, will be retired
after an illustrious 28-year career in
the United States Air Force, a career
that spanned many decades and took
him to many continents across the
globe.

I am personally honored and grateful
that Chief Smith is here in the House
gallery today as we celebrate his out-
standing career and service and con-
gratulate him on his retirement from
the U.S. Air Force.

Mr. Speaker, Chief Smith was born
and raised in the district that I now
have the privilege to represent. In fact,
he was raised in my hometown of Flint,
Michigan, graduated from North-
western High School, the school just to
the north of Northern High School, my
high school.

Shortly after graduation, he entered
the Air Force in 1986, where he com-
pleted his basic training at Lackland
Air Force Base in Texas. Upon gradua-
tion from his technical training as an
aircraft maintenance specialist for the
B-52 in Texas, he was assigned to many
stations, including New York, New Jer-
sey, Illinois, Maryland, Virginia, and
Hawaii.

During Operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm, he was deployed in
Saudi Arabia, afterward also serving 2
years at Andersen Air Force Base in
Guam. In 1991, Chief Smith held the
rank of staff sergeant. Over his 28-year
career in the U.S. Air Force, he was
promoted five times: first, to technical
sergeant; then master sergeant; then
senior master sergeant; and lastly, in
2010, he was promoted to chief master
sergeant, the highest ranking enlisted
position in the Air Force.

As the chief enlisted manager of the
Directorate of Communications of the
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Air Force District of Washington, Chief
Smith served as senior adviser to the
844th communications group, which is
made up of more than 900 military per-
sonnel. In this highly important and
visible position, he helped to provide
cyber support to the President of the
United States and also to other senior
officials at the Pentagon.

During his 28 years of service to our
country, Chief Smith’s commitment
and excellence as an outstanding air-
man did not go unnoticed. In 1989, he
was recognized as the Air Mobility
Command Student of the Year. In 2001
and 2003, Chief Smith earned the De-
fense Threat Reduction Agency’s Infor-
mation Management Senior Non-Com-
missioned Officer of the Year Award. In
2005, he was named Air Force Senior
Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year
and Air Force Communications and In-
formation Professional of the Year.

John Rogers, the deputy director of
the 844th Communications Group,
summed up Chief Smith’s career by
saying: ‘“He took care of our airmen
and he was phenomenal. He embodied
our core value of service before self.”

Chief Master Sergeant Smith, on be-
half of the people of the Fifth Congres-
sional District, on behalf of the Con-
gress of the United States, thank you
for your admirable service to our coun-
try. The motto of the Air Force is
“Aim High . . . Fly-Fight-Win.”” Chief
Smith, throughout your career, you
have aimed high and truly represented
the best of the U.S. Air Force, and you
have represented the best of our shared
hometown of Flint, Michigan.

On behalf of my constituents in the
Fifth Congressional District and on be-
half of my colleagues here in Congress,
congratulations to you on your out-
standing career in the Air Force and
your outstanding service to our coun-
try.

———

ISLAMIC STATE OF IRAQ AND
SYRIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. BENTIVOLIO) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, the
crisis unfolding in Iraq is deeply trou-
bling to the American people. The
rapid fall of several cities in Iraq to
terrorist Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria, also known as ISIS, has brought
the militant group dangerously closer
to establishing a caliphate that spans
the northern sections of Syria and
Iraq.

ISIS has a reputation for brutality,
including summary executions, behead-
ings, and, in some cases, crucifixions.
The implications of the rise of ISIS for
Iraq’s ancient Christian community,
along with its other religious minori-
ties, is troubling.

For years we have witnessed the de-
cline of Iraq’s Christian community.
Thousands have fled in the face of tar-
geted violence. Those who remained re-
located to Mosul and the Nineveh
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plains. These areas were some of the
last remaining havens for this belea-
guered and brutalized Christian com-
munity in Iraq. In fact, Archbishop
Warda, the Chaldean Diocese of Erbil,
indicated this past Sunday that for the
first time in 1,600 years there was no
mass in Mosul.

The thousands who fled Mosul face
displacement, imminent danger, and a
growing humanitarian nightmare, in-
cluding access to clean water, food,
fuel, and electricity.

I urge the administration to engage
with the Iraqi central government and
the Kurdistan Regional Government to
prioritize security and support for
these vulnerable populations and pro-
vide emergency humanitarian assist-
ance to those brutalized communities.

If nothing is done, we will most cer-
tainly witness the annihilation of an
ancient faith community. I call on our
international community to stand to-
gether to protect the natural rights of
being persecuted by ISIS.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 30
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——
PRAYER

Rabbi Michael Lotker, Temple Ner
Ami, Camarillo, California, offered the
following prayer:

Dear God, You sustain us and inspire
us. Yours is the unity connecting all
things created by You and directing us
to serve You in unity of purpose, spirit,
and strength. Bless us with the re-
sources to do Your work.

The very name of this Nation, the
United States, and the very name of
this institution, the Congress, under-
lines the power and indeed the holiness
of such unity.

I therefore humbly request Your
most ancient blessing for the people of
this great Nation and for their elected
Representatives.

“May God bless you and protect you.
May God’s light shine upon you and
may God be gracious to you. May God’s
face be lifted before you and may God
grant you peace.”

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.
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Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. MARCHANT) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. MARCHANT led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING RABBI MICHAEL
LOTKER

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
BROWNLEY) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr.
Speaker, it is my great privilege to
welcome a very good friend, Rabbi Mi-
chael Lotker, to be the guest chaplain
of the House of Representatives today.

Rabbi Lotker is a teacher and a lead-
er in Ventura County. He is the rabbi
emeritus at Temple Ner Ami in
Camarillo, California; the rabbi of Con-
gregation Khilat HaAloneem in Ojai,
California; and the community rabbi
and teacher for the Jewish Federation
of Ventura County. He is also a mem-
ber of the Central Conference of Amer-
ican Rabbis and the Board of Rabbis of
Southern California.

In addition to his work as a rabbi,
Rabbi Lotker is an author and a physi-
cist, with a focus on researching alter-
native energy sources such as wind,
solar, and geothermal.

Known for his quick-witted humor,
Rabbi Lotker writes parody songs for
each of the Jewish holidays throughout
the year.

For his spiritual leadership and
thoughtful words, I would like to
thank Rabbi Lotker for leading us in
prayer today.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington). The Chair
will entertain up to 15 further requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

CONSEQUENCES OF PRESIDENT’S
FAILURE TO ENFORCE THE LAW

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, the
current situation on our southern bor-
der is a direct result of this adminis-
tration’s failure to enforce our laws.

Since October, 47,000 unaccompanied
women and children have illegally en-
tered the U.S. By year’s end, 90,000 mi-
nors will have illegally crossed into our
country. When apprehended, the major-
ity of those questioned say they came
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