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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Pate, one 
of his secretaries. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2015 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. CUL-
BERSON). Pursuant to House Resolution 
604 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares 
the House in the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union 
for the further consideration of the 
bill, H.R. 4745. 

Will the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
MARCHANT) kindly take the chair. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
4745) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and 
Housing and Urban Development, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2015, and for other 

purposes, with Mr. MARCHANT (Acting 
Chair) in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose earlier today, 
an amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. FLEMING) 
had been disposed of, and the bill had 
been read through page 156, line 16. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MR. ROYCE 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Chairman, I have an 

amendment at the desk. 
The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 

designate the amendment. 
The text of the amendment is as fol-

lows: 
At the end of the bill (before the short 

title), insert the following: 
SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 

by this Act may be used for the Housing 
Trust Fund established under section 1338 of 
the Federal Housing Enterprises Financial 
Safety and Soundness Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C. 
4568). 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from California is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Chairman, I rise, yet 
again, to raise the alarm over tax-
payer-funded housing policy. 

This straightforward amendment 
that you have before you would pro-
hibit Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
from using funds to pay housing advo-
cacy groups or others through the 
housing trust fund at a time when they 
continue to owe money to the Amer-
ican people. 

Beginning in 2008, the U.S. taxpayers 
bailed out the GSEs to the tune of $189 
billion. That number is expected to 
grow to over $200 billion by 2015; but as 
the housing market has begun to re-
cover, so, too, have Fannie’s and 
Freddie’s profits. 

At the first sign of money rolling in, 
some housing advocates are pressuring 
the Federal Housing Finance Agency to 
get a piece of the taxpayer-funded pie. 
They have gone to extraordinary 
lengths, even filing a lawsuit last sum-
mer to try to force contributions to the 
trust fund. 

Originally slated to receive funds si-
phoned off from the GSEs, the trust 
fund was never capitalized due, of 
course, to the fact that the GSEs went 
into conservatorship. Without passage 
of this amendment, the director of the 
FHFA could turn on that spigot at any 
moment. 

Contrary to what Fannie and Freddie 
apologists may claim, the GSEs have 
yet to repay any of the taxpayer-fund-
ed bailout. The cash injection into the 
GSEs was made in the form of a draw 
from the U.S. Treasury, not a loan to 
be repaid. No so-called repayment can 
be made as long as American taxpayers 
are on the hook for future losses. 

Let us also not overlook the fact that 
the failure of this public-private hous-
ing scheme was at the center of the fi-
nancial crisis, a collapse that de-
stroyed trillions of dollars in household 
wealth and left millions unemployed. 
How much money would it take to 
repay those losses? 

It is clear to any observer that the 
money that is now coming in from the 
GSEs is a small pittance for what they 
have cost the American economy. Any 
profits remain directly attributable to 
extensive and continued taxpayer sup-
port. That is the point, hence the need 
for this amendment. 

I would urge an ‘‘aye’’ vote, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Chair-
man, I move to strike the last word. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in opposition to the amend-
ment. 

The underlying bill contains no funds 
for the housing trust fund, yet the gen-
tleman’s amendment would create a 
prohibition on using funds that don’t 
exist in the bill. This is simply a mes-
saging amendment that has no prac-
tical purpose. 

I oppose the amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROYCE). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chairman, I 

move to strike the last word. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 

from Minnesota is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chairman, as 
cochair of the Native American Cau-
cus, I am standing with my colleagues 
here today to support investing in Na-
tive American housing. 

The United States cannot fulfill its 
Federal trust obligation to Indian 
Country without increasing invest-
ments in Native American housing. 

Here are two facts about Indian coun-
try: almost 9 percent of the homes in 
Indian country still lack complete 
plumbing facilities and 30 percent of 
the homes in Indian Country rely on 
wood for heating. 

Another fact is that Native Hawaiian 
grants have been completely zeroed out 
of this bill. The Native American Hous-
ing Block Grant is a primary Federal 
source to address housing backlogs and 
provide sufficient maintenance 
throughout Indian Country, but this 
bill flat-funds this account from 2014 at 
$650 dollars. 

While level funding is better than a 
cut, my colleagues should know that 
this is the same level of funding pro-
vided in fiscal year 2004. We can and we 
must do better. 

Again, to meet its treaty obligations, 
the United States must increase this 
investment for Indian housing. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I move to strike the last word. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I agree with the gentlelady. Hous-
ing is important for the American In-
dian community. It should be funded. 
This bill is a decent bill, but flatlining 
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