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thought success would look like in
terms of the number of young healthy
people who would sign up. It says:

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Caro-
lina officials said—

This is dated May 8—

. that they found that the people who
enrolled in the individual Affordable Care
Act plans it sold on the online health ex-
changes were older and sicker than expected.

That may mean higher rates—
Higher premiums—
for Affordable Care Act plans in the future.

The insurer’s vice president of health
policy said: ‘“‘[It’s] a concern when we
think about future premiums.”

They have great concerns about the
amount things are going to go up. That
is not what people want. People wanted
affordable care. They wanted access to
care. They wanted to get the care they
need from a doctor they choose at
lower cost. What they see is waste—
money not going to help people get
care, but money being wasted.

I found it interesting coming out of
Missouri, a story about how an
ObamaCare contractor pays employees
to spend their days doing nothing—
doing nothing—paying their employees
to do nothing.

““A billion dollar government contract in-
volving hundreds of local workers at an
ObamaCare processing center. . . .”’

So these are people hired by the gov-
ernment or a contractor to work at an
ObamaCare processing center—hun-
dreds of local workers.

“But now employees on the inside are step-
ping forward, asking, Is this why we’re
broke? Some of them claim to spend most of
their day doing nothing,”. . . .

This is reported in St. Louis.

The contractor is called Serco and local re-
porters discovered that, despite there not
being any work to be done, the government
contractor is still hiring.

Why would they be hiring? Because
they get a percent of the action. That
is why they are hiring. They are hiring
people to not do anything, to take the
paycheck. The article continues:

“The company is still hiring,” says a local
reporter. ‘A current employee wonders why.

. After providing proof of employment,
this . . . employee agreed to speak through
the phone with their voice altered. The em-
ployee says hundreds of employees spend
much of the day staring at computer screens,
with little or no work to do.”

The reporter asks the employee, ‘‘Are
there some days where a data entry person
may not process a single application?”’

Not a single application? The person
who works there said: ‘‘There are
weeks’’—weeks—‘‘when a data entry
person would not process an applica-
tion.”

The anonymous employee says the con-
tract gets paid by the federal government
per employee hired.

That is why they are continuing to
hire—because the company gets paid
by the Federal Government per em-
ployee hired, which is why it is in their
interest to have a bunch of employees
sitting around all day doing nothing.
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So I have to feel an obligation, when
I hear a statement on the floor being
made that says: Well, a lot fewer peo-
ple are going to go to the emergency
room; it is going to save money—that
has not happened. Studies from emer-
gency room doctors, work from the
NIH said it is not happening. The exact
opposite has happened—a side effect of
the health care law, when we see that
people are not able to keep their doc-
tors, in spite of the President prom-
ising people that if you like your doc-
tor, you can keep your doctor. I feel
compelled to come to the floor and
share that story with those of us who
care about care for patients, who care
about finding a way to make sure pa-
tients get the care they need from a
doctor they choose at lower cost. That
is what people want. They know what
they want. They want access to care.
They want affordable care. They want
care, they want choices, and they want
quality care.

I believe this health care law is turn-
ing out to be bad for patients, bad for
providers—the doctors, the nurses, the
paramedics, the nurse practitioners—
who take care of those patients, and
terrible for the taxpayers when we hear
stories like this one out of Missouri,
which says the employees are being
paid to sit around and do nothing,
when we hear there are a million peo-
ple who are just waiting to try to get
the government to correct something
that should have been fixed in the be-
ginning, when the President, 4 days be-
fore the Web site opened up in October,
said: easier to use than Amazon, cheap-
er than your cell phone; keep your doc-
tor if you like your doctor—there was
so much misleading of the American
public—and then when he says stand
and forcefully defend and be proud of
this health care law.

I think it is very hard to defend what
the President and the Democrats have
forced down the throats of the Amer-
ican public, and it is very hard to be
proud of the kind of abuse and waste in
a system that—whatever the inten-
tions—has proven to the American pub-
lic to be something they do not want,
that they want to have replaced with
an opportunity to have access, afford-
ability, choice, and quality. By adopt-
ing proposals in a step-by-step fashion
that Republicans have been pro-
moting—to deal with those sorts of
things of access, affordability, choice,
and quality—we can try to ultimately
get the American public what they
need and what they asked for in the be-
ginning: the care they need from a doc-
tor they choose at lower costs.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

May 22, 2014
EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF KEITH M. HAR-
PER FOR THE RANK OF AMBAS-
SADOR DURING HIS TENURE OF
SERVICE AS TUNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE U.N.
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

Mr. REID. Madam President, I move
to proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 633.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Keith M. Harper, of Mary-
land, for the rank of Ambassador dur-
ing his tenure of service as United
States Representative to the TU.N.
Human Rights Council.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Madam President, there is
a cloture motion at the desk on this
matter.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Keith M. Harper, of Maryland, for the
rank of Ambassador during his tenure of
service as United States Representative to
the UN Human Rights Council.

Harry Reid, Robert Menendez, Patrick J.
Leahy, Elizabeth Warren, Barbara A.
Mikulski, Jack Reed, Richard
Blumenthal, Carl Levin, Christopher
Murphy, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Patty Murray, Thomas R.
Carper, John D. Rockefeller IV, Jeff
Merkley, Richard J. Durbin, Benjamin
L. Cardin.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXITI be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF SHARON Y.
BOWEN TO BE A COMMISSIONER
OF THE COMMODITY FUTURES
TRADING COMMISSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 755.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.
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