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(2) encourages efforts by the United States 

Government to support religious freedom 
within Sudan, including by requiring, before 
normalizing relations or lifting sanctions 
under the International Religious Freedom 
Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–292) and the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), that the Govern-
ment of Sudan abide by international stand-
ards of freedom of religion or belief; 

(3) urges the Government of Sudan to en-
sure that, when drafting the country’s new 
constitution, the process is transparent and 
inclusive of civil society leaders and rep-
resentatives of all major political parties, to 
ensure that the new constitution includes 
protections for freedom of religion or belief, 
respect for international human rights com-
mitments, and recognition of Sudan as a 
multireligious, multiethnic, and multicul-
tural nation; 

(4) recognizes that every individual regard-
less of religion should have the opportunity 
to practice his or her religion without fear of 
discrimination; 

(5) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States Government to end religious 
discrimination and to pursue policies that 
guarantee the basic human rights of all indi-
viduals worldwide; and 

(6) encourages the Department of State 
and the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development to continue their sup-
port for initiatives worldwide that support 
religious freedom. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 454—RECOG-
NIZING THAT CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE CONTINUES TO BE AN 
OVERWHELMING THREAT TO 
WOMEN’S HEALTH AND THE IM-
PORTANCE OF PROVIDING BASIC, 
PREVENTIVE HEART SCREEN-
INGS TO WOMEN WHEREVER 
THEY SEEK PRIMARY CARE 
Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Ms. 

MIKULSKI, Ms. WARREN, and Ms. COL-
LINS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 454 
Whereas heart disease remains the leading 

cause of death for women in the United 
States, causing 1 in 4 female deaths and 
more female deaths than all forms of cancer 
combined; 

Whereas since 1984, the number of women 
who have died from heart disease exceeds the 
number of men who have died from heart dis-
ease; 

Whereas the rate of cardiovascular death is 
increasing by 1 percent each year among 
women ages 35 to 44; 

Whereas heart disease claims the lives of 
nearly 422,000 women each year; 

Whereas almost half of African American 
women have some form of cardiovascular 
disease, and African American women are 
more likely to die from heart disease than 
white women; 

Whereas heart disease and stroke account 
for $312,600,000,000 in health care expendi-
tures and lost productivity annually; 

Whereas only 54 percent of women recog-
nize that heart disease is the leading cause 
of death for women, and almost 2⁄3 of women 
who unexpectedly die of heart disease have 
no previous symptoms of disease; 

Whereas many women, especially younger 
women, may not be aware of their risk for 
heart disease because they have never gotten 
a basic, preventive heart screening and have 
no symptoms; 

Whereas studies show that nearly 1 in 5 
women rely solely on their obstetrician and 

gynecologist (‘‘OB/GYN’’) for primary care, 
yet only 35 percent of women recall having 
even discussed heart disease with their OB/ 
GYN; 

Whereas early identification of cardio-
vascular disease risk factors such as high 
blood pressure, smoking, excessive weight 
and obesity, high cholesterol, and diabetes 
allows for more effective intervention and 
treatment, and can dramatically lower a 
woman’s overall risk of heart disease and 
heart attack; 

Whereas the burden of women’s heart dis-
ease can be reduced in the United States by 
encouraging primary care providers to offer 
women basic, preventative heart disease 
screenings; 

Whereas experts recommend and encourage 
that a basic, preventive heart screening be a 
routine part of a woman’s visit to a primary 
care practitioner; and 

Whereas once women understand their 
risk, they still need follow-up information, 
support, and incentives to maintain cardio-
vascular health and make the most informed 
decisions: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes that, despite improved edu-

cation and awareness, heart disease remains 
the number 1 killer of women in the United 
States; 

(2) recognizes the importance of making 
basic, preventive cardiovascular screening 
available for women as recommended, so 
that all women can know the risks they face 
and what can be done to reduce them; 

(3) recognizes that basic, preventive heart 
disease screenings are recommended to be a 
routine part of women’s health care; and 

(4) commits to improving the heart health 
of all women, tearing down the barriers that 
prevent women from getting screened for 
heart disease, ensuring women are provided 
with personalized lifestyle modification rec-
ommendations and support, and ensuring 
every woman has a healthy heart. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on May 21, 2014, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
May 21, 2014, at 2:30 p.m. in room SR– 
253 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘De-
livering Better Health Care Value to 
Customers: the First Three Years of 
the Medical Loss Ratio’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on May 21, 2014, at 2 p.m. in room SD– 
215 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on May 21, 2014, at 10 a.m., to 
hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Authorization 
For Use of Military Force After Iraq 
And Afghanistan.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on May 21, 2014, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on May 21, 2014, in room SD–628 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building, at 
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Indian Education Series: Ensuring the 
Bureau of Indian Education has the 
Tools Necessary to Improve.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on May 21, 2014, at 10 a.m., in room 
SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Oversight of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS AND SUB-

COMMITTEE ON EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC AF-
FAIRS 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on May 21, 2014, at 2:15 p.m., to 
hold an African Affairs and East Asian 
and Pacific Affairs subcommittee hear-
ing entitled, ‘‘The Escalating Inter-
national Wildlife Trafficking Crisis: 
Ecological, Economic and National Se-
curity Issues.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Personnel of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on May 21, 2014, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY, PENSIONS, 

AND FAMILY POLICY 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Social Security, Pen-
sions, and Family Policy of the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
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