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disabilities. As the primary author of
the Americans with Disabilities Act,
ADA, and the ADA Amendments Act, I
have had four guiding goals for our fel-
low citizens with disabilities: equal op-
portunity, full participation, inde-
pendent living and economic self-suffi-
ciency. Nearly a quarter century since
passage of the ADA, I see remarkable
changes in communities everywhere I
go in Iowa—not just in curb cuts or
closed captioned television, but in the
full participation of people with dis-
abilities in our society and economy,
folks who at long last have the oppor-
tunity to contribute their talents and
to be fully included. These changes
have increased economic opportunities
for all citizens of Wapello County, both
those with and without disabilities.
And they make us proud to be a part of
a community and country that re-
spects the worth and civil rights of all
of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Towa, and spe-
cifically Wapello County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in
Wapello County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives. And, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as
their Senator.e

——————

MILITARY ACADEMY
APPOINTMENTS

e Mr. LEE. Mr. President, this fall,
seven remarkable Utahns will enter
three of our prestigious military acad-
emies, and I would like to take this op-
portunity to officially congratulate
them and to recognize their individual
achievements.

Dexter Chayton Clark will be attend-
ing the U.S. Naval Academy. A grad-
uate of Brighton High School, Dexter
has maintained a 4.0 GPA, he is an AP
Scholar with Honor, a member of the
National Honor Society, a National
Academic League Champion, a gifted
swimmer, and an Eagle Scout.

Jillian Lemay Combs will be attend-
ing the U.S. Air Force Academy. She
graduated from the Waterford School
with academic high honors; she is an
accomplished violist and a member of
the National Charities League with
over 400 hours of service. She was the
captain of Waterford’s debate team as
well as the swimming, diving, and
water polo teams, and she is a Girl
Scout Gold Award recipient.

Amy Noelle Johnston will be attend-
ing the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point. A graduate from Brighton High
School and a member of the National
Honor Society, Amy was captain of the
Brighton lacrosse and tennis teams.
She served her community with the
Red Cross and also performed volunteer
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service on the Northern Cheyenne and
Coeur d’Alene Reservations.

Carson Eugene Nuttall will be re-
turning to study at the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point. Carson dis-
played commitment to his faith by re-
signing from West Point to serve a full-
time mission for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints for 2 years
in Chile. He has been recognized con-
sistently as a natural leader and one
who is committed to honor and service.

Zerek Douglas Olson will be attend-
ing the U.S. Naval Academy. A grad-
uate from Layton High School and a
JROTC Captain, Zerek was captain of
his football, wrestling, and track &
field teams. He is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, attended Boy’s
State, and served our veterans at the
VA hospital and VA homes in Utah.

Seth Lawrence White will be attend-
ing the U.S. Naval Academy. A grad-
uate of Sky View High School, Seth
served as one of its student body offi-
cers, the captain of both the debate
team and the football team, and a
Dwight D. Eisenhower People to People
European Representative. Seth also
helped in organizing the Don’t Drive
Stupid program to discourage drunk
and distracted driving.

Keven Shin Yeh will be attending the
U.S. Naval Academy. Keven graduated
from Brighton High School with a 4.0
GPA. He is a member of the Governor’s
Honors Academy and the captain of
both Brighton’s cross country and
track & field teams. He has given over
100 hours of dedicated service to our
veterans at the VA hospital in Salt
Lake City.

It appears that the future of our mili-
tary is in good hands. I challenge these
praiseworthy appointees to continue
the tradition of honor, sacrifice, and
courage that has been so exceptionally
demonstrated by so many throughout
the great history of our military. I
should like to close with a quote from
Lincoln, which I hope we will all re-
member as we strive to do what is
right for our country. Of the brave sol-
diers who were then fighting to pre-
serve the Union, he wrote:

Honor to the Soldier, and Sailor every-
where, who bravely bears his country’s
cause. Honor also to the citizen who cares
for his brother in the field, and serves, as he
best can, the same cause—honor to him, only
less than to him, who braves, for the com-
mon good, the storms of heaven and the
storms of battle.e

————
REMEMBERING SAMUEL SMITH,
SR.

e Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.

President, on April 14, 2014, our Nation
lost a great hero, Mr. Samuel ‘“‘Jesse”
Smith, Sr. Mr. Smith was one of the
few remaining Navajo Code Talkers,
who defended our country with such in-
genuity and valor during World War II.

As the number of these legendary
warriors decreases year by year, our re-
spect and gratitude for their remark-
able service only increases with time.
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My State of New Mexico is proud to be
the home of many of these extraor-
dinary men, and we mourn their pass-
ing.

Samuel Smith was a student at the
Albuquerque Indian School on Decem-
ber 7, 1941, when news arrived of the
Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor. He
and two of his fellow students knew,
very quickly, what they must do. They
resolved, without hesitation, and de-
spite their youth, to defend their coun-
try. All three joined the U.S. Marine
Corps, determined to go wherever they
were needed. Samuel Smith dreamed of
being a pilot, but fate would have other
plans. He would never fly a plane, but
he would serve with particular distinc-
tion as a Navajo Code Talker.

Mr. Smith possessed the determina-
tion, intelligence, and language pro-
ficiency that was essential to the Code
Talkers. He was assigned to the 4th
Marine Division and was responsible
for transmitting messages for Gen.
Clifton Cates, the commander of the
Marine landings in Saipan and Tinian.

In the course of his military service,
Samuel Smith fought at the battle of
Roi-Namur, the battles of Saipan and
Tinian to retake the Marianas Islands,
and the battle of Iwo Jima. He and his
fellow Code Talkers turned their lan-
guage into an unbreakable code. They
used the language of the Navajo people
as a weapon to defend our freedoms. In
battle after battle, in ferocious com-
bat, that code helped secure Allied vic-
tory. Their courage and patriotism is
all the more remarkable in that they
fought so bravely for freedom in a
world that did not always accord free-
dom to them.

It would be many years after World
War II before the story of the Navajo
Code Talkers, and the pivotal role they
played, could be told. The true purpose
of their service was not revealed until
over 20 years later. In 2001, Congress
honored Samuel Smith and his fellow
Code Talkers with Congressional Gold
Medals. This recognition and honor
was richly deserved. The simple words
on their medals told the heroic story:
“The Navajo language was used to de-
feat the enemy.”

After the war, Mr. Smith returned
home. He married Rena Smith, and to-
gether they started a family. They
moved to the Pueblo of Acoma, where
they raised ten children. Later, at Fort
Defiance Navajo Nation, Mr. Smith
served as a law enforcement officer and
was appointed chief ranger of the Nav-
ajo Nation Rangers. He also served as
director of Transportation and Water
Resources for the Navajo Nation.

Samuel Smith lived a long and event-
ful life, until the age of 89. He leaves
behind more than 150 direct descend-
ants. His life is a testament of service
to others, in war and in peacetime. For
his family, his community, and his Na-
tion, he set an example of courage and
commitment. Those who knew him will
long recall his steady presence. As his
son Michael said:

We were very fortunate to have one of the
wisest and gentlest men in our lives. He
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