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working students who have earned
their degrees, it is important to also
celebrate all who helped in the journey
traveled. As former Supreme Court
Justice Thurgood Marshall once said:

None of us got where we are solely by pull-
ing ourselves up by our bootstraps. We got
here because somebody—a parent, a teacher,
an Ivy League crony or a few nuns—bent
down and helped us pick up our boots.

Let us rejoice as a nation that in 60
years we have made great strides. We
must not forget that the promise of our
founding charter is aspirational, and
we are all made better by the fight to
bring greater liberty and equality to
the Nation.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent from the Senate ear-
lier today. Along with Senator AYOTTE,
I was in New Hampshire this morning
and afternoon attending memorial
services for Officer Steve Arkell of the
Brentwood Police Department, who
was tragically killed in the line of duty
on May 14, 2014.

I missed rollcall votes in relation to
the confirmation of Stanley Fischer to
be a Member of the Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System, and the
motion to invoke cloture on the nomi-
nation of David Barron to be U.S. cir-
cuit judge for the First Circuit.

I support both the Fischer and Bar-
ron nominations, and would have voted
yes if I were present during these
votes.

————
TRIBUTE TO DR. JERRY BEHRENS

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, on
June 6, 2014, the Wyoming Medical Cen-
ter in Casper will dedicate its new Or-
thopedic, Spine and Surgery Center to
an American patriot, Jerry Behrens,
M.D.

For years, patients in Wyoming have
known Jerry to be a compassionate,
thorough, and trusted surgeon. He has
cared for thousands of patients in Cas-
per and around the State. What they
may not know is that his character was
shaped by the courage and determina-
tion he displayed half a world away in
Vietnam.

Dr. Behrens always knew he wanted
to help others. For that reason, he
completed his medical degree and in-
ternship at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison. Although he was ex-
cited about beginning a family and a
new career, he felt a calling to serve a
higher cause. It was this desire which
pushed him to volunteer as a medical
doctor in the U.S. Navy during the
Vietnam Conflict.

Attached to the 3rd Battalion, 9th
Marine Regiment, Dr. Behrens per-
formed surgery in very dangerous and
difficult conditions. Jerry was assigned
to Delta Med, a forward casualty re-
ceiving facility in Dong Ha. Soldiers
with fragment wounds, lost limbs, and
severe blood loss were triaged, treated,
and transported to hospital ships for
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additional care. It was not unusual for
incoming rounds of fire to interrupt
surgeries. Yet amidst the chaos and
confusion, Jerry kept a level head and
performed his duties with precision and
professionalism.

Jerry later became the battalion sur-
geon for the Rockpile, Ca Lu and Khe
Sanh Combat Bases. During this time,
his courage was tested when his convoy
was ambushed as they were making
their way to Ca Lu. Of the 200 men in
his unit, 70 were wounded, and 18 were
killed. Jerry stabilized the injured
while waiting for reinforcements. It
was a harrowing experience, but it
would not be the last time he risked
his life to serve his battalion. Just a
month later, his bunker at the Rock-
pile took a direct hit. Though he was
uninjured, ten of his corpsmen were
lost. Jerry was ultimately awarded the
Bronze Star Medal with a V for Valor
for his bravery and devotion to duty.

Upon the completion of his distin-
guished service to our Nation, Jerry re-
turned home and completed his ortho-
pedic residency at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. It was Wyoming’s
great fortune that Jerry decided to
move his family to Casper to begin his
orthopedic practice. I was lucky
enough to be invited to join Jerry in
his growing practice in Casper, WY,
where his family and career thrived.

In 1991, Jerry’s son Michael deployed
with the U.S. Marine Corps as part of
Operation Desert Storm. Jerry once
again showed his patriotism and desire
to serve. He contacted Secretary of De-
fense Dick Cheney and asked to be re-
activated so he could provide medical
attention to Americans serving over-
seas. Jerry was commissioned as a lieu-
tenant commander in January 1991,
after a 4-day whirlwind of paperwork,
physicals, and phone calls. He put his
practice aside to once again wear the
uniform. He was deployed within 3
weeks to Saudi Arabia and went
through the breech with the Marines
into Kuwait.

Certainly his experiences, both in
Vietnam and Desert Storm, shaped his
character—and his career. As a fellow
in the American Academy of Ortho-
pedic Surgeons and a board certified
physician, he has devoted his life to
providing high quality care and service
to his patients. With every surgery he
performs, he demonstrates integrity
and precision. In addition to his con-
tributions to the medical community,
Jerry also volunteers his free time to
serve as a teacher, mentor, and friend
to our servicemen and women. He is ac-
tively involved with veterans’ organi-
zations around the country and con-
tinues to stay in touch with the Ma-
rines who served with him in Desert
Storm.

Jerry is particularly proud of his
work with Semper Fi Odyssey. This is
a week-long transition assistance pro-
gram which helps prepare individuals
for life after military service. Partici-
pants work in teams and learn valuable
skills that help them achieve their per-
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sonal and professional goals. Jerry has
served as a team leader for Semper Fi
Odyssey on eight separate occasions
and continues to mentor the former
servicemembers he met through this
work. Needless to say, Jerry is a posi-
tive force within the community and
we are fortunate for his remarkable
contributions.

After practicing in Casper for 41
years, the community is honoring this
patriot by unveiling the Jerry Behrens,
M.D. Orthopedic, Spine, and Surgery
Center at the Wyoming Medical Cen-
ter. Hundreds will gather to pay their
respects to this accomplished surgeon.
At his side will be his wife Mary, his
children Kelly, Mike, and Ingrid, and
his two grandchildren Erik and Jasper.
Bobbi and I will be honored to stand
with him on this special occasion. I in-
vite my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Dr. Jerry Behrens and
thanking him for a life and career de-
voted to service and the care of others.

————

WORLD WAR II VETERANS VISITS

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, today
I am incredibly honored to recognize a
group of 30 heroic military veterans
who have traveled from southern West
Virginia to visit our Nation’s capital as
part of the fourth Always Free Honor
Flight. On the occasion of their visit,
in which they will see for the first time
the monuments built in their honor, I
want to express my utmost gratitude
to these special men and women for
their extraordinary bravery and patri-
otism, and for their noble sacrifice to
help keep our country free.

I have said this time and time
again—West Virginia is one of the most
patriotic States in this great Nation.
With one of the country’s highest per
capita rates of military servicemem-
bers and veterans, we are so proud of
the many citizens who have served and
who are actively serving in the mili-
tary. The 30 veterans participating in
today’s Always Free Honor Flight
truly embody the Mountain State’s
history and contributions to the safe-
guard of our American freedoms.

Our special West Virginians visiting
today represent three generations of
warriors—5 served in World War II, 9
served in the Korean War, and 16 served
in the Vietnam War. They range from
63-90 years of age, and have traveled
from all parts of our great State—from
New Martinsville to Bluefield, Hun-
tington to Princeton to Beckley, and
many places in between. In addition to
our Mountain State vets, two veterans
from bordering Bland and Tazewell
Counties in Virginia have accompanied
their West Virginia neighbors on the
day-long adventure.

I especially want to recognize our
two women veterans who joined to-
day’s honor flight, both of whom are
the first women to make the Always
Free Honor Flight trip. Helen ¢J”
Wheby served in the Korean war as an
office worker in the Navy. Vanda Jane
Butcher served in the Vietnam war
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with the rank of a seaman as a part of
an air flight crew in the Navy. Despite
the challenges, sacrifices, and hard-
ships they faced while defending this
Nation, these women voluntarily
stepped forward and put service above
self to preserve our freedoms. We can-
not thank them enough for their tre-
mendous courage and their sacrifices.

Showing our appreciation to those
who have served is something that we
should do each and every day, but
today is a special day to pay tribute
and thank those who have volunteered
to put their lives on the line for our
freedoms. The memorials our Honor
Flight participants will visit today
serve as an important reminder to us
all that our freedoms and liberties
come at a steep cost. However, I know
our veterans will find special meaning
and potentially long-lost emotions
when they tour such touching sites.

The brave West Virginia heroes today
have all served this country in a vari-
ety of ways, working both at home and
abroad. They have engaged in combat
all over the world, traveling to the
Panama Canal, working on the docks
of Saigon, and serving in historic
events such as the Cuban Missile Cri-
sis. One of our visiting Vietnam vet-
erans, Stephen Douglas Phillips of New
Martinsville, earned not just one, but
two Purple Hearts. Another, Gary Cur-
tis Harold of Shady Spring has received
both a Purple Heart and a Bronze Star.

But regardless of their rank or duty,
each and every one of these veterans
answered our Nation’s call and has
served with incredible pride and valor.

Additionally, I would like to recog-
nize the nine volunteers, or so-called
“‘guardians,” who have accompanied
the veterans during their trip today.
These guardians have selflessly given
their time to travel alongside our vet-
erans all the way from Princeton, WV
to Washington, DC to share this very
special journey with them.

I am also tremendously grateful for
all those involved in the Always Free
Honor Flight Network, especially the
president of the Denver Foundation
and owner of Little Buddy Radio in
Princeton—Dreama Denver. Along with
coordinator and executive assistant,
Dreama launched the Always Free
Honor Flight and has planned four
trips within a 2-year span for our West
Virginia veterans. I commend Dreama,
Pam, and all the Denver Foundation
staff for their dedication and commit-
ment to West Virginia’s large veteran
population. They have offered the peo-
ple in West Virginia just one more way
to say thank you’ to our veterans for
their service and sacrifice.

I am filled with pride every time I
meet the patriots who have served our
country, and I am so pleased to wel-
come West Virginia’s most courageous
veterans, who are all heroes, to Wash-
ington, DC. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to join me in saluting them.
They truly inspire us all as we are re-
minded of their selfless service. It is
because of their bravery that all Amer-
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icans enjoy the greatest liberties and
freedoms in the world.

God bless all our servicemembers and
veterans, God bless the great State of
West Virginia, and God bless the
United States of America.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DR. CHARLES
MONELL

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Dr. Charles Monell as he retires
from the Rancho Mirage Library Advi-
sory Commission after two decades of
service and dedication to the library
and the community it serves.

Throughout a long and distinguished
career in medicine, including as the
chief of surgery at the Beverly Glen
Hospital in Los Angeles, Dr. Monell
also gave generously of his time to a
variety of charitable causes, especially
those supporting music and education.
Being particularly devoted to sup-
porting public libraries, Dr. Monell
served on the California State Library
Commission for 14 years prior to retir-
ing from medicine in 1992 and becoming
a full-time resident of Rancho Mirage,
which was working to establish its first
public library.

In 1993, Dr. Monell was appointed to
the Rancho Mirage Public Library
Planning Committee, and led the effort
to convert a former bank building into
the first library. On January 6, 1996, as
chairman of the new Rancho Mirage
Public Library Commission, he intro-
duced President Gerald Ford for the
ribbon-cutting ceremony and formal
opening of the Rancho Mirage Public
Library.

The library was up and running, but
Dr. Monell did not stop there. In 2003,
he secured a gift of $2 million from the
Annenberg Foundation to purchase
land for a new and larger Rancho Mi-
rage Public Library, which opened on
January 6, 2006—10 years to the day
after the first library opening.

Dr. Monell has shared his lifelong
love of music with the library and the
community. With his personal con-
tributions and fundraising efforts, he
helped the library purchase a Steinway
concert grand piano and sponsored con-
cert performances by the acclaimed
musicians of the Idyllwild Arts Acad-
emy. He has also donated his personal
Civil War library to the Rancho Mirage
Library, and generously made possible
a private study room in the library for
the community to use.

On May 12, the Library Advisory
Commission honored Dr. Monell for his
extraordinary devotion to the library
and his 18 years of service on the com-
mission. On June b, Mayor Iris
Smotrich will present Dr. Monell with
a proclamation from the City of Ran-
cho Mirage in appreciation of his dis-
tinguished service.

I am pleased to join them in saluting
Dr. Charles Monell for his dedicated
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and inspiring service to the community
of Rancho Mirage.®

———

JOHNSTOWN FLOOD ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the 125th Anniver-
sary of the Johnstown Flood, one of the
most unforgettable tragedies in our
Nation’s history. This anniversary re-
minds us of the delicacy of human life,
the great importance of caring for oth-
ers, and the true resilience that was
demonstrated by those who endured
the catastrophe.

At approximately 3:00 p.m. on Fri-
day, May 31, 1889, the South Fork Dam,
built to hold back a portion of the
Conemaugh River, gave way, releasing
20 million tons of water into the valley
below. The wall of water rushed to-
wards the City of Johnstown, 15 miles
to the southwest, picking up large
quantities of debris and sweeping away
whole towns. It finally hit Johnstown
just after 4:00 p.m.

The flood event and ensuing typhoid
outbreak claimed 10 ©percent of
Johnstown’s citizens; 2,209 people lost
their lives, including 396 children and
99 whole families, resulting in the larg-
est loss of civilian life in a single day
until the September 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks.

The tragedy left our Nation and larg-
er global family in shock. The Johns-
town Flood was the largest news story
of its day and resulted in the single
largest international humanitarian
fundraising effort to date, with dona-
tions contributed from 13 countries.
Clara Barton and five Red Cross work-
ers arrived from Washington, DC, on
June 5, 1889, making the Johnstown
Flood the first major peacetime relief
effort for the American Red Cross. Bar-
ton stayed until October 24, 1889, super-
vising the distribution of supplies and
helping more than 25,000 people.

The Governor of Pennsylvania called
on his constituents to rebuild and re-
open the rail lines that had been wiped
away. Within 14 days, 20 miles of rail-
way reopened ensuring access to the
lifesaving supplies arriving from the
surrounding region.

During this anniversary we can recall
these examples as just a few of count-
less stories of heroism. The survivors
lived on to rebuild Johnstown. More
importantly, they established a spirit
of endurance that would live on in fu-
ture generations.

The flood is a part of the history of
Johnstown that will not be forgotten.
The people of Johnstown and the
Conemaugh Valley exhibit an inde-
scribable human strength that rises
above devastation and exhibits a true
example of hope and determination
during difficult times.®

CONGRATULATING CREEKVIEW
HIGH SCHOOL
e Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President,
today I congratulate the Creekview
High School rocketry team from Can-
ton, GA who outperformed hundreds of
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