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I ask my colleagues to join me in 

thanking Joan Barron for 48 years of 
reporting. She has recorded over one- 
third of Wyoming’s history—and her 
perspective will be missed. Wyoming 
owes her a great debt of gratitude. 

f 

WOMEN’S ACCESS TO PREVENTIVE 
SERVICES 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, the 
U.S. Supreme Court will soon hear ar-
guments on the Tenth Circuit’s overly 
expansive decision to allow a secular, 
for-profit corporation’s owners or 
shareholders to impose their religious 
beliefs on employees by denying female 
employees access to preventive health 
care, including insurance coverage for 
contraception. 

As detailed in the amicus brief filed 
by myself and 18 fellow Senators in 
January, Congress never intended such 
a broad and unprecedented expansion 
of the Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act, RFRA, to deny women access to 
health care benefits. We urged the 
Court to clarify that RFRA does not 
allow for-profit companies to deny 
health coverage to employees based on 
the religious objections of the com-
pany’s owners. 

It should be clear that the Tenth Cir-
cuit’s decision runs counter to a plain- 
text reading of RFRA and the law’s ex-
tensive and informative legislative his-
tory. Congress passed RFRA to ad-
vance a single, limited purpose: to re-
store the compelling-interest test to 
government actions that burden the 
free exercise of religion. But the test 
only extended free-exercise rights only 
to individuals and religious, non-profit 
organizations. No Supreme Court 
precedent had extended free-exercise 
rights to secular, for-profit corpora-
tions. 

Congress enacted the Affordable Care 
Act with full understanding of RFRA— 
and of its limited purpose. Congress 
also recognized the need to balance the 
government’s compelling interest in 
extending women’s access to preven-
tive health care with respect for the 
traditional free-exercise rights of indi-
viduals and religious organizations, 
which is why Congress included the Af-
fordable Care Act’s religious exemp-
tions for individuals and religious orga-
nizations. These exemptions strike 
such a balance precisely and accu-
rately, and appropriately recognize the 
free-exercise rights Congress intended 
for RFRA to protect. 

It’s unacceptable and inappropriate 
for bosses at for-profit corporations to 
pick and choose which health care 
services their employees can receive. 
So far, 360,000 Oregon women have ben-
efited from expanded access to preven-
tive services, including contraceptives. 
Women’s health choices should be 
made between them and their doctors— 
not their bosses. 
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TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT 
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. 

Madam President, I wish to speak 

about U.S.-Taiwan relations. In just a 
few weeks, on April 10, 2014, we will 
recognize the 35th anniversary of the 
enactment of the Taiwan Relations 
Act, TRA. This important legislation 
has served as the legal basis for our re-
lations with Taiwan and has been crit-
ical in defining our diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and strategic relationship. 

Although I was not yet a Member of 
Congress in 1979 when this legislation 
was passed, I have had the pleasure 
over the past 28 years to be active in 
U.S.-Taiwan matters and have seen the 
benefits of the TRA. 

Over the past several decades we 
have seen our relationship with Taiwan 
grow. Taiwan’s innovative and expand-
ing economy has led to significant 
trade opportunities for both of our 
countries. Particularly in the area of 
agriculture—which is South Dakota’s 
No. 1 industry—Taiwan has grown to be 
a key trading partner, representing one 
of the most significant consumers of 
South Dakota corn, soybeans, and 
wheat. Our trade relationship has only 
strengthened over the years, and I am 
hopeful that market opportunities will 
continue to expand. 

While we mark this important mile-
stone in U.S.-Taiwan relations, I would 
also like to say farewell to Representa-
tive King Pu-tsung, Taiwan’s chief 
envoy to the United States. Ambas-
sador King was recently appointed to 
be the Secretary-General of the Repub-
lic of China (Taiwan)’s National Secu-
rity Council, a position equivalent to 
our National Security Advisor to the 
President. I congratulate him on this 
new opportunity and trust that in his 
new role we will continue to work to-
gether to further strengthen close ties 
between our two countries. 

The people of Taiwan have proven to 
be true friends of the United States, 
and I look forward to continuing this 
friendship well into the future. 
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SUPPORTING JOSH HARDY 
Mr. WARNER. Madam President, I 

would like to take a moment to express 
sincere gratitude to the students, fac-
ulty and staff of Hugh Mercer Elemen-
tary School and the entire Fredericks-
burg, VA region—for the way the com-
munity has rallied together to support 
one of their own: seven-year-old Josh 
Hardy. 

Josh is at St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital in Memphis recovering 
from a life-threatening virus following 
a bone marrow transplant in January. 
This week, I am pleased our office had 
an opportunity to work with Josh’s 
family and Josh’s friends and fans in 
Fredericksburg to get this young fight-
er access to an experimental medica-
tion that could save his life. 

Since Josh was an infant, he has bat-
tled cancer—successfully. While he was 
undergoing chemotherapy—in kinder-
garten, mind you—Josh and his two 
brothers worked to raise almost $5,000 
to help other sick children who were 
being treated at St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital. 

Doctors at St. Jude Children’s Hos-
pital believe the only drug that can 
help Josh is still in the testing phase 
by its manufacturer, Chimerix. And un-
fortunately, it appeared that policies of 
the FDA and Chimerix would prevent 
Josh from receiving the drug. 

Upon hearing that news, family, 
friends, Mercer teachers and class-
mates, local businesses, and nonprofit 
groups across the Fredericksburg re-
gion rallied together to make sure that 
Josh’s voice was heard, here on Capitol 
Hill and across the country. 

They used social media to enlist the 
support of tens of thousands of people 
from across the country and around 
the world. Josh’s family and friends 
contacted our office to see if we might 
be able to help. 

That is when we reached out both to 
the FDA and the drug manufacturer to 
try to expedite the process to allow 
Josh to get access to this potentially 
life-saving medication. We got the good 
news Tuesday night, directly from the 
CEO of Chimerix. By the following 
morning, Josh was undergoing treat-
ment with this new drug. It is still too 
soon to know if this experimental 
medication will help, but we are all 
pulling for this remarkable boy. 

Today I want to salute Josh’s teach-
ers and classmates at High Mercer Ele-
mentary School for all that they have 
done to rally around this family. The 
commitment of Josh’s teachers to ad-
vocate on behalf of the Hardy family is 
a testament to their dedication to pub-
lic service and to creating stronger 
communities and a better Virginia. 

And I am grateful and proud of the 
Fredericksburg community, where 
folks truly came together in a good 
cause on behalf of Josh and his family. 
Their persistence and dedication exem-
plifies what we call ‘‘the Virginia spir-
it.’’ 

I also want to publicly thank the ex-
ecutives and employees of Chimerix, 
and officials at the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, for moving so quickly to 
look for a way to be helpful to the 
Hardy family. My staff is already in 
conversation with the FDA about ways 
we might streamline the process to 
allow families in the Hardy’s situation 
to have easier access to potentially 
life-saving drugs even as these drugs 
are being evaluated by the FDA. 

We are all pulling for Josh Hardy. We 
are praying for his family and his med-
ical team, and we are so grateful for 
the tremendous support Josh Hardy is 
receiving from his Hugh Mercer teach-
ers and classmates and the entire Fred-
ericksburg community. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

OUR ENERGY FUTURE 

∑ Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President, 
I ask that a copy of my remarks to the 
National Association of Regulatory 
Utility Commissioners be printed in 
the RECORD. 
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