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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DENHAM).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 11, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JEFF
DENHAM to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2014, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

———————

BIG BEND COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, in my
continuing efforts to highlight the 23rd
District of Texas, I would like to talk
about one of my favorite and one of the
most rural parts of the 23rd District,
the ghost town of Terlingua. Terlingua,
the ghost town, is located near Big
Bend National Park.

There are not a lot of ghosts there.
There is a lot of history. There are
very few people. The population is
about 100 people or so. The name comes

from tres lenguas, which is Spanish for
three tongues because three creeks
flow together nearby. It was founded in
the mid-1880s as a mining town after
the discovery of cinnabar.

There are many things to do there
every day. You can go rafting or
kayaking on the Rio Grande, mountain
biking, camping, hiking, motorcycling,
and many, many other outdoor activi-
ties.

On the first Saturday in November,
more than 10,000 chiliheads convene for
two annual chili cookoffs, the Chili Ap-
preciation Society International and
the Frank X. Tolbert/Wick Fowler
World Chili Championships.

In the 1970s, as a matter of fact, the
chili cookoff also sponsored a Mexican
fence-climbing contest to parody the
U.S. government’s plan to reinforce
chain link fences along the U.S.-Mex-
ico border.

The other interesting thing about
Terlingua is the unique politics of
Terlingua. Clay Henry, the first mayor
elected, was elected in 1986. Clay Henry
was a beer drinking goat, and he de-
feated a local dog. Some of his cam-
paign posters are still around, and now,
they are worth a lot of money.

I invite everyone to explore the beau-
ty of the Big Bend Country and the
beauty of the 23rd District.

————

OBAMACARE WILL LEAD TO
DESTRUCTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker,
ObamaCare is a fundamentally unfair
law that is hurting the middle class
and lower-income Americans across the
country.

In fact, just this week, the labor
union Unite Here issued a scathing re-
port on the President’s health care law,
charging ObamaCare will lead to the
destruction of the health care plans for

their members and the like, and it will
make inequality in our Nation worse.

Unite Here was the first labor union
to endorse the then-Senator Obama in
his race for President in 2008. So even
one of the President’s closest union al-
lies has turned against ObamaCare be-
cause, as they report, it will hit the av-
erage, hard-working American where it
hurts the most, in the wallet.

The President and congressional
Democrats sold this law as something
that would reduce health care costs for
the American people.

It is completely unfair to force the
people to participate in a program that
doesn’t live up to that promise. This
law was supposed to help insure the un-
insured; yet it has never been more un-
popular among those without health
insurance.

In fact, a recent Kaiser Family Foun-
dation poll found that 56 percent of the
uninsured have an unfavorable opinion
of ObamacCare.

A recent McKinsey study found that
affordability was the number one rea-
son cited by the uninsured for why
they aren’t signing up. The uninsured
who cannot afford ObamaCare are set
to be hit with another cold reality of
the President’s signature health care
law: they will be penalized for being
put into this situation.

The President has the audacity to
fine hard-working Americans for not
being able to afford his costly and dis-
astrous health care product. This de-
spite the fact that he has exempted big
business from ObamaCare, and mem-
bers of his own administration do not
have to purchase ObamaCare plans for
themselves.

This kind of selective enforcement is
unfair to low-income and middle class
families. It is why, last week, my
House Republican colleagues were
joined by 27 Democrats to pass legisla-
tion to eliminate the individual man-
date tax penalty under ObamaCare for
1 year.
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