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must meet to ensure servicemembers
are getting a quality education.

The bill will require institutions to
disclose information such as gradua-
tion rates, withdrawal policies, and
program costs to students and ensure
programs fully deliver what they ad-
vertise.

The bill will require institutions to
provide access to academic and/or ca-
reer counseling for military and vet-
eran students in hopes of not only im-
proving their chances of graduating,
but also helping prepare them for fu-
ture careers.

The bill will facilitate the use of VA
and DoD educational benefits for em-
ployment training programs by cre-
ating a b-State pilot program. States
will be charged with developing best
practices needed to ensure that quality
employment training, apprenticeship,
and on-the-job training programs are
available and accessible for bene-
ficiaries of the post-9/11 GI Bill pro-
gram.

The bill will require an annual report
to relevant Senate and House Commit-
tees with disaggregated information on
which schools and programs veteran
and military students are putting their
educational benefits toward.

Today’s veterans have been referred
to as ‘‘the next Greatest Generation.”
They answered the call to serve our
Nation.

They have put it all on the line and
invested heavily and personally in the
future of our country. Let us do every-
thing we can to capitalize on their ex-
perience and character and prepare
them for the challenges they and our
Nation will face in the future.

The SERVE Act will ensure that the
educational benefits our veterans and
military members earned are being
spent on quality education.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 295—EX-
PRESSING THE SUPPORT FOR
THE DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER
20, 2013 AS THE ‘“NATIONAL DAY
ON WRITING”

Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
BENNET, and Ms. LANDRIEU) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 295

Whereas people in the 21st century are
writing more than ever before for personal,
professional, and civic purposes;

Whereas the social nature of writing in-
vites people of every age, profession, and
walk of life to create meaning through com-
posing;

Whereas more and more people in every oc-
cupation consider writing to be essential and
influential in their work;

Whereas writers continue to learn how to
write for different purposes, audiences, and
occasions throughout their lifetimes;

Whereas developing digital technologies
expand the possibilities for composing in
multiple media at a faster pace than ever be-
fore;
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Whereas young people are leading the way
in developing new forms of composing by
using different forms of digital media;

Whereas effective communication contrib-
utes to building a global economy and a
global community;

Whereas the National Council of Teachers
of English, in conjunction with its many na-
tional and local partners, honors and cele-
brates the importance of writing through the
National Day on Writing;

Whereas the National Day on Writing cele-
brates the foundational place of writing in
the personal, professional, and civic lives of
the people of the United States;

Whereas the National Day on Writing high-
lights the importance of writing instruction
and practice at every educational level and
in every subject area;

Whereas the National Day on Writing em-
phasizes the lifelong process of learning to
write and compose for different audiences,
purposes, and occasions;

Whereas the National Day on Writing hon-
ors the use of the full range of media for
composing, from traditional tools like print,
audio, and video, to Internet website tools
like blogs, wikis, and podcasts; and

Whereas the National Day on Writing en-
courages all people of the United States to
write, as well as to enjoy and learn from the
writing of others: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of October 20,
2013, as the ‘‘National Day on Writing’’;

(2) strongly affirms the purposes of the Na-
tional Day on Writing; and

(3) encourages educational institutions,
businesses, community and civic associa-
tions, and other organizations to celebrate
and promote the National Day on Writing.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 296—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING

ON OCTOBER 13, 2013, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
WEEK”

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. SESSIONS, and Mr. SCHATZ) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 296

Whereas, in 1903, President Theodore Roo-
sevelt established the first national wildlife
refuge on Pelican Island in Florida;

Whereas, in 2013, the National Wildlife Ref-
uge System, administered by the Fish and
Wildlife Service, is the premier system of
lands and waters to conserve wildlife in the
world, and has grown to approximately
150,000,000 acres, 561 national wildlife refuges,
and 38 wetland management districts in
every State and territory of the United
States;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are im-
portant recreational and tourism destina-
tions in communities across the United
States, and these protected lands offer a va-
riety of recreational opportunities, including
6 wildlife-dependent uses that the National
Wildlife Refuge System manages: hunting,
fishing, wildlife observation, photography,
environmental education, and interpreta-
tion;

Whereas, in 2013, 364 units of the National
Wildlife Refuge System have hunting pro-
grams and 303 units of the National Wildlife
Refuge System have fishing programs, aver-
aging approximately 2,500,000 hunting visits
and nearly 7,000,000 fishing visits each year;

Whereas the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem experienced nearly 31,000,000 wildlife ob-
servation visits during fiscal year 2013;

S8055

Whereas national wildlife refuges are im-
portant to local businesses and gateway
communities;

Whereas, for every $1 appropriated, na-
tional wildlife refuges generate nearly $5 in
economic activity;

Whereas the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem experiences nearly 47,000,000 visits each
year, which generated more than
$2,400,000,000 and more than 35,000 jobs in
local economies during fiscal year 2011;

Whereas the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem encompasses every kind of ecosystem in
the TUnited States, including temperate,
tropical, and boreal forests, wetlands,
deserts, grasslands, arctic tundras, and re-
mote islands, and spans 12 time zones from
the Virgin Islands to Guam;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are home
to more than 700 species of birds, 220 species
of mammals, 250 species of reptiles and am-
phibians, and more than 1,000 species of fish;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are the
primary Federal lands that foster produc-
tion, migration, and wintering habitat for
waterfowl;

Whereas, since 1934, the sale of the Federal
Duck Stamp to outdoor enthusiasts has gen-
erated more than $850,000,000 in funds, which
has enabled the purchase or lease of more
than 5,500,000 acres of wetland habitat for
waterfowl and numerous other species in the
National Wildlife Refuge System;

Whereas the recovery of 386 threatened and
endangered species is supported on refuge
lands;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are cores
of conservation for larger landscapes and re-
sources for other agencies of the Federal
Government and State governments, private
landowners, and organizations in their ef-
forts to secure the wildlife heritage of the
United States;

Whereas more than 38,000 volunteers and
approximately 220 national wildlife refuge
“Friends” organizations contribute more
than 1,400,000 hours annually, the equivalent
of more than 700 full-time employees, and
provide an important link to local commu-
nities;

Whereas national wildlife refuges provide
an important opportunity for children to dis-
cover and gain a greater appreciation for the
natural world;

Whereas, because there are national wild-
life refuges located in several urban and sub-
urban areas and one refuge located within an
hour drive of every metropolitan area in the
United States, national wildlife refuges em-
ploy, educate, and engage young people from
all backgrounds in exploring, connecting
with, and preserving the natural heritage of
the United States;

Whereas, since 1995, refuges across the
United States have held festivals, edu-
cational programs, guided tours, and other
events to celebrate National Wildlife Refuge
Week during the second full week of October;

Whereas the Fish and Wildlife Service will
continue to seek stakeholder input on the
implementation of ‘‘Conserving the Future:
Wildlife Refuges and the Next Generation”,
an update to the strategic plan of the Fish
and Wildlife Service for the future of the Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System;

Whereas the week beginning on October 13,
2013, has been designated as ‘‘National Wild-
life Refuge Week” by the Fish and Wildlife
Service; and

Whereas the designation of National Wild-
life Refuge Week by the Senate would recog-
nize more than a century of conservation in
the United States, raise awareness about the
importance of wildlife and the National
Wildlife Refuge System, and celebrate the
myriad recreational opportunities available
to enjoy this network of protected lands:
Now, therefore, be it
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