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based in São Paulo, Brazil and their 
daughter, Jenny Ostroske Luke, who is 
a veterinarian, married to Fletcher 
Luke. Gary and Mary Ann are the 
proud grandparents to Jenny and 
Fletcher’s children—Ellis and Myles. 

Mr. Ostroske’s service to the people 
of Louisiana has been truly extraor-
dinary and serves as an inspiration to 
us all. It is with my greatest sincerity 
that I ask my colleagues to join me 
along with Mr. Ostroske’s family in 
recognizing his dedicated service to the 
people of Louisiana, as well as wishing 
him well in his retirement. 
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HOLT INTERNATIONAL 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, Sen-
ator WYDEN and I wish to recognize 
Holt International Children’s Services 
during this year’s celebration of Na-
tional Adoption Month. 

On July 27, 2013 we celebrated the 
60th anniversary of the end of the Ko-
rean war. By signing the armistice 
agreement, the border between the Ko-
reas near the 38th Parallel was estab-
lished. It was in the wake of this armi-
stice that Holt International Children’s 
Services first began its compassionate 
work, and today continues to be a lead-
er in the field of adoption and child 
welfare issues. 

Harry and Bertha Holt of Eugene, OR 
were of humble means—Harry a lum-
berjack and a farmer and Bertha a 
nurse. In 1954, the Holts went to a 
small high school auditorium to view a 
film about Amerasian children living 
in South Korean orphanages. Moved by 
the film, their faith and a firm belief 
that all children deserve permanent, 
loving homes, the Holts began their 
lifelong mission in 1955 to revolutionize 
intercountry adoption. 

At the time, there were no laws al-
lowing children to immigrate to one 
country from another for the purpose 
of adoption. Overcoming legal and cul-
tural barriers, Mr. and Mrs. Holt 
sought families for children orphaned 
by the Korean war. The Holts per-
suaded Oregon U.S. Senator Richard 
Neuberger to introduce legislation ti-
tled ‘‘The Relief of Certain Korean War 
Orphans.’’ The legislation became law 
on August 11, 1955, enabling the Holts 
to adopt eight Korean war orphans: Jo-
seph Han, Mary Chae, Helen Chan, Paul 
Kim, Betty Rhee, Robert Chae, Chris-
tine Lee and Nathanial Chae. With this 
act of love and the founding of their 
agency—Holt International Children’s 
Services—two farmers from rural Or-
egon became pioneers in international 
adoption. 

Today, Holt International strives to 
uphold Harry and Bertha’s vision of 
finding loving homes for children re-
gardless of race, religion, ethnicity or 
gender. Holt is committed to finding 
families for children, not children for 
families, an important distinction that 
sets the tone and priorities for Holt. 
Since the 1955 act, Holt has placed 
49,630 children from 31 countries with 

families in all 50 States. As the oldest 
intercountry adoption agency, Holt is 
the only organization that has more 
than three generations of adult 
adoptees. 

Holt continues to play an active and 
vital role in establishing policy and 
practice for intercountry adoption. In 
1993, Holt adoptees Susan Cox and 
David Kim were members of the U.S. 
delegation to the Hague Convention on 
Intercountry Adoption, an agreement 
which sets international standards for 
intercountry adoption that protects 
the child, the birth family and the 
adoptive family. Later, in 2008, Holt 
was a leading advocate in ensuring U.S. 
ratification of the Hague Convention 
treaty. Holt believes that adoption is a 
life long experience and has been at the 
forefront of developing post adoption 
services to ensure that adoptees grow 
and develop to their fullest potential. 

In addition to these monumental ac-
complishments, Holt International has 
become much more than an adoption 
agency. When considering a child’s fu-
ture, Holt always keeps the child’s best 
interest at the forefront of every deci-
sion. For some children adoption is the 
only option, but Holt realizes that it is 
not the first option for children with-
out families. Holt believes that it is 
best if children can stay with their 
birth family. Over the years, Holt has 
worked to develop and maintain pro-
grams overseas to give orphaned, aban-
doned and vulnerable children safe and 
nurturing environments in which to 
grow and thrive. These overseas pro-
grams include initiatives directed at 
family preservation, nutrition support, 
child and maternal health, income gen-
eration, assisting children with special 
needs, and shaping and establishing 
intercountry child welfare systems. 
Through these initiatives, Holt im-
pacts approximately 30,000 children 
each year and helps to ensure that chil-
dren at all stages of need are provided 
for in an effort to avoid the separation 
of families. 

In November, as National Adoption 
Month is celebrated, it is appropriate 
to recognize Holt International Chil-
dren’s Services for its diligent efforts 
and accomplishments in the field of 
child-welfare and intercountry adop-
tion that have impacted thousands of 
children in the U.S. and around the 
world. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

CHARACTERPLUS 
∑ Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor CHARACTERplus, an or-
ganization based in my State of Mis-
souri, which helps build strong school 
communities where students feel val-
ued and can succeed. As a former class-
room teacher, I appreciate the work 
CHARACTERplus does to help edu-
cators instill positive character traits 
in students—such as responsibility and 
respect—by teaching, encouraging and 
living these values at school. 

Created by Sanford N. McDonnell in 
1985, CHARACTERplus is the largest 
community-wide character education 
organization in the country. More im-
portantly, because of the efforts of 
CHARACTERplus, Missouri leads the 
Nation in character education. 

Currently more than 75 school dis-
tricts across several States are mem-
bers of CHARACTERplus, which serves 
more than 330,000 students and 29,000 
teachers at 645 schools to transform 
school climate. 

Member districts and schools have 
unlimited access to professional devel-
opment, national experts, the most 
current research on social, emotional 
and character development, skill train-
ing modules, survey tools to access 
school climate and opportunities to 
network with others in the field. 

Each year, the Character Education 
Partnership, CEP, recognizes schools 
that have demonstrated a commitment 
to character education by naming 
them a National School of Character. 
In 2013, CEP chose 29 schools, 9 of 
which were members of CHARAC-
TERplus, making Missouri the na-
tional leader in character education. 

Those schools include Independence 
Elementary in the Francis Howell 
School District; Jefferson City Aca-
demic Center in the Jefferson City 
School District; Beasley Elementary, 
Bierbaum Elementary, Hagemann Ele-
mentary, and Mehlville High School in 
the Mehlville School District; Chester-
field Elementary and LaSalle Springs 
Middle School in the Rockwood School 
District; and Discovery Ridge Elemen-
tary in the Wentzville School District. 

CHARACTERplus also works closely 
with the Missouri Department of Sec-
ondary and Elementary Education on 
several projects and runs the State 
School of Character Awards. 

I would like to congratulate CHAR-
ACTERplus for all of their hard work 
and commend them for helping the 
State of Missouri be a leader in char-
acter education.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO LARRY WILCOX 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
President, today I wish to offer my 
heartfelt congratulations to Larry 
Wilcox who is retiring as super-
intendent of the Michael J. 
Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home in 
Hot Springs, SD. The retirement is ef-
fective November 14, 2013. 

Born in Burke, Larry grew up in Win-
ner, SD. After graduating from Winner 
High School in the mid-1960s, Larry 
joined the South Dakota Army Na-
tional Guard. He remained in the Na-
tional Guard for nearly four decades, 
including 26 years in the Medical Serv-
ices Corps. A Gulf War veteran, Larry 
rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel 
before retiring in 2003. 

Larry’s service to our State contin-
ued when he was named superintendent 
of South Dakota’s only State Veterans 
Home in May 2004 by Maj. Gen. Michael 
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