October 9, 2013

These elite soldiers were serving on
the front lines in Afghanistan, fighting
for democracy and our American way
of life when they made the ultimate
sacrifice.

I have since been informed that the
Department of Defense believes it
lacks the authority to make automatic
Death Gratuity Payments, to transport
the next of kin to Dover Air Force Base
so they can receive their fallen war-
rior, and to provide funeral allowances
for the appropriate military honors.

This is simply unacceptable, and it is
incumbent upon us to fix this.

It has been my great privilege to
visit Fort Benning and meet with the
members of the 75th Ranger Regiment
over the years.

They live by the motto that ‘‘Rang-
ers Lead The Way,” and they serve our
country regardless of Federal funding,
domestic politics, or government shut-
downs.

That is exactly what these brave in-
dividuals did in Afghanistan, and un-
fortunately it is our lack of leadership
in Washington that has created undue
hardship and stress for their loved ones
in their toughest time of need.

I understand that our colleagues in
the House of Representatives are expe-
diting legislation to provide explicit
authorization to the Department of De-
fense to correct this oversight.

The Senate must act immediately on
receipt of that legislation.

We owe this much to these brave men
and women, their families, and the
thousands of military members who
continue to serve in harm’s way.

I regret that the President has not
taken this issue seriously enough to
take action on his own to resolve this
problem.

I remain confident that the Senate
will take proper actions, and I look for-
ward to passing this legislation as soon
as possible.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:32 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House passed the fol-
lowing joint resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:
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H.J. Res. 84. Joint resolution making con-
tinuing appropriations for Head Start for fis-
cal year 2014, and for other purposes.

H.J. Res. 89. Joint resolution making ap-
propriations for the salaries and related ex-
penses of certain Federal employees during a
lapse in funding authority for fiscal year
2014, to establish a bicameral working group
on deficit reduction and economic growth,
and for other purposes.

At 5:31 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House passed the fol-
lowing joint resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H.J. Res. 90. Joint resolution making con-
tinuing appropriations for the Federal Avia-
tion Administration for fiscal year 2014, and
for other purposes.

H.J. Res. 91. Joint resolution making con-
tinuing appropriations for death gratuities
and related survivor benefits for survivors of
deceased military service members of the
Department of Defense for fiscal year 2014,
and for other purposes.

————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill and joint resolu-
tion were read the second time, and
placed on the calendar:

S. 15669. A bill to ensure the complete and
timely payment of the obligations of the
United States Government until December
31, 2014.

H.J. Res. 77. Joint resolution making con-
tinuing appropriations for the Food and
Drug Administration for fiscal year 2014, and
for other purposes.

—————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following joint resolutions were
read the first time:

H.J. Res. 84. Joint resolution making con-
tinuing appropriations for Head Start for fis-
cal year 2014, and for other purposes.

H.J. Res. 89. Joint resolution making ap-
propriations for the salaries and related ex-
penses of certain Federal employees during a
lapse in funding authority for fiscal year
2014, and for other purposes.

H.J. Res. 90. Joint resolution making con-
tinuing appropriations for the Federal Avia-
tion Administration for fiscal year 2014, and
for other purposes.

H.J. Res. 91. Joint resolution making con-
tinuing appropriations for death gratuities
and related survivor benefits for survivors of
deceased military service members of the
Department of Defense for fiscal year 2014,
and for other purposes.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
FRANKEN, Mr. REID, Mr. MCCONNELL,
Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BAUCUS,
Mr. BEGICH, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. B00z-
MAN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CHAM-
BLISS, Mr. CHIESA, Mr. COATS, Mr.
COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. CooNs, Mr. CORKER, Mr. CORNYN,
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Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DONNELLY,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENzI, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HEITKAMP,
Mr. HELLER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr.
JOHANNS, Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin,
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. KING, Mr. KIRK, Ms. LAN-

DRIEU, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr.

MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr.
MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON,
Mr. PAUL, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. PRYOR,
Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS,
Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. ScOTT, Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TOOMEY,
Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr. UDALL of
New Mexico, Mr. VITTER, Mr. WAR-
NER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN):
S. Res. 267. A resolution relative to the
death of Rod Grams, former United States
Senator for the State of Minnesota.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 338
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 338, a bill to amend the
Land and Water Conservation Fund
Act of 19656 to provide consistent and
reliable authority for, and for the fund-
ing of, the land and water conservation
fund to maximize the effectiveness of
the fund for future generations, and for
other purposes.
S. 398
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 398, a bill to establish the Com-
mission to Study the Potential Cre-
ation of a National Women’s History
Museum, and for other purposes.
S. 411
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 411, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
extend and modify the railroad track
maintenance credit.
S. 554
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
564, a bill to provide for a biennial
budget process and a biennial appro-
priations process and to enhance over-
sight and the performance of the Fed-
eral Government.
8. 175
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 775, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide a tax incentive for the installation
and maintenance of mechanical insula-
tion property.
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