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Before I came to Congress, I had the 

honor and the privilege and the respon-
sibility, for 5 years, to exercise com-
mand over the Illinois Army and Air 
National Guard. I commanded 10,000 
soldiers and 3,000 airmen. It was my re-
sponsibility to train them, equip them, 
and order them into war. 

Most of them came back—34 of them 
did not, 19 of them during my com-
mand. I carry those names with me in 
my breast pocket—ranks, names, ages, 
hometowns, units of assignment, date 
of death. 

What I don’t carry are the two sol-
diers that I lost to suicide. I don’t 
know why I don’t have those names. I 
should have those names. They didn’t 
come back either. 

Most of those soldiers that I ordered 
to go to war came home. Those few 
didn’t. Many of them came home 
wounded, some of those wounds not 
visible. 

The first time a soldier under my 
command committed suicide, my staff 
came to me and said, General, are you 
going to go to the funeral? I said, Of 
course I’m going to the funeral. They 
said, Well, your predecessor didn’t go 
to funerals for soldiers that committed 
suicide. I said, I do. We took them 
whole, sent them to war, and they 
came back broken. That’s my responsi-
bility. I go. 

Congressman JIM MCDERMOTT earlier 
spoke about responsibility. He talked 
about how we in Congress and we as a 
Nation must take responsibility for 
these broken lives. I accept responsi-
bility for what I’ve done. I accept re-
sponsibility for taking whole men and 
women and sending them to war. I take 
responsibility for those two soldiers 
who committed suicide under my com-
mand, under my watch. It’s not an easy 
thing to do. But that’s what you have 
to do as a soldier, because you’re al-
ways ready and you’re always there. 

Illinois was very lucky. During my 
command we went several years with-
out a single suicide, while other States 
were losing soldiers and airmen. And 
we were very proud of that. We thought 
we were doing a great job. And, of 
course, oh, it was because we were 
doing such a great job, and we drove it 
down to the lowest levels that it was 
okay to be stressed and it was okay to 
accept help and you should get help. 

And those are all good things and 
they were the right things to do; but it 
wasn’t all that we did, because I know 
those figures were a lie. I know those 
zero suicides were a lie, because we had 
soldiers who were drunk at 2 in the 
morning riding motorcycles who died. 
We had soldiers driving cars at 120 
miles an hour 2 months after coming 
home from a deployment, and that was 
a suicide. 

We must respond to that, and every 
soldier who comes home must take re-
sponsibility for another soldier so that 
we can save them. 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate concurs in the 
amendment of the House to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
527), ‘‘An Act to amend the Helium Act 
to complete the privatization of the 
Federal helium reserve in a competi-
tive market fashion that ensures sta-
bility in the helium markets while pro-
tecting the interests of American tax-
payers, and for other purposes.’’ 
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THE SCOURGE OF MINOR SEX 
TRAFFICKING 

BIPARTISANSHIP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. POE) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank Ms. SINEMA from the 
State of Arizona for her holding the 
last Special Order, bipartisan, to talk 
about this terrible plight that has hap-
pened to our veterans. Twenty-two vet-
erans a day, Americans, commit sui-
cide. So I thank the gentlewoman for 
bringing that to the attention of the 
House and to the American public. 
That’s an issue that we will continue 
to work on in a bipartisan way to help 
our veterans. 

I would like to, Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, yield to the gentlewoman from 
the great State of Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN). 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Thank you so 
much to the great gentleman from the 
wonderful State of Texas. And I’m so 
glad that the gentleman brings up the 
word ‘‘bipartisan’’ to describe what we 
just witnessed, very heartfelt testi-
mony. 

But, Mr. Speaker, we have a lot of 
work to do right here in the House as 
well and with the Senate and with the 
President, because it’s time for all par-
ties to work together in a genuine, bi-
partisan, and adult manner to avoid a 
government shutdown. A shutdown is 
not some abstract exercise, as the gen-
tleman knows. It has real consequences 
for our communities and our families. 

The American people sent us to 
Washington to work together for our 
great Nation, and it is unacceptable for 
one side to refuse to negotiate. 

b 1700 

Where’s the President in all of this? 
The bully pulpit can just as equally be 
used for constructive leadership as it 
can be used for political showmanship. 

Let us work together, get something 
done, and help America’s vanishing 
middle class. 

Mr. Speaker, it is just as important 
to remember that in addition to the 
constant legislative battles happening 
right here in Congress, life goes on out-
side of the Capitol. And I want to take 
just a few minutes today to recognize 

two remarkable south Florida organi-
zations that are holding events this 
weekend. 

Tomorrow, Go Red for Women will be 
celebrating its 10th anniversary in 
south Florida. The Go Red for Women 
organization is an impressive force to 
be reckoned with. Many people don’t 
know this, but heart disease is the 
number one killer of women. It is more 
deadly than all forms of cancer. 

Fortunately, we have the strong 
women of Go Red taking the fight to 
heart disease. Mothers, daughters, sis-
ters, and friends all are standing to-
gether and leading the change and the 
charge that we need to educate, to ad-
vocate, and to raise awareness about 
heart disease. 

I want to especially congratulate 
Jessica Cerda-Antomarchi, the Miami 
Heart Society director, as well as 
Gabrielle Finley-Haze, the 2013 chair, 
and all of the women of Go Red. With 
their continued strength and leader-
ship, we will finally put an end to heart 
disease. 

Finally, let me congratulate the 
Lupus Foundation of America’s south-
east Florida chapter. They will be hold-
ing this year’s Walk to End Lupus Now 
in Miami this month. Despite approxi-
mately 1.5 million Americans suffering 
from lupus, including my stepdaughter, 
the lovely Katharine Lehtinen, we still 
do not know what causes lupus. It is a 
cruel and mysterious disease. 

We know that almost 28,000 people 
are suffering from lupus in my south 
Florida community. While that disease 
cuts across racial, gender, and social 
lines, we do know that lupus dispropor-
tionately impacts women and ethnic 
minority populations. 

So I’m extremely grateful for the 
outreach and the advocacy of the 
Lupus Foundation of America and es-
pecially its southeast Florida chapter. 
As cochair of the Congressional Lupus 
Caucus, I will keep up the fight against 
this terrible disease, and I extend my 
deepest gratitude to Amy Kelly-Yalden 
and everyone in the southeast Florida 
chapter for their continued incredible 
work. 

Let’s continue to work together in a 
bipartisan way to avoid a government 
shutdown, and I thank the gentleman 
for yielding me the time. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Reclaiming my 
time, I want to spend some time talk-
ing about what I think and believe has 
become a scourge—a scourge not only 
in America, but in other parts of the 
world. 

Several years ago, I had the oppor-
tunity to be in the Ukraine. I was there 
on some energy issues, and I came in 
contact with that scourge that I will 
talk about today. 

The Ukraine, because of its location, 
because of its former Soviet connec-
tions, and because of its high poverty, 
has a problem that a lot of countries 
do—and that’s human trafficking. I’m 
not talking about people going from 
one country to another legally or even 
illegally. I’m talking about people 
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