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they take as few left turns as possible.
A driver might make three right turns
to avoid making a left turn.

While this seems counterintuitive,
they found that it actually saves
money. The employees spend less time
sitting at traffic lights and are able to
service more households per day. If the
census can an employ a mobile tech-
nology along these same lines, the bu-
reau has the ability to save taxpayer
dollars.

Now, understand something: none of
these cost-saving measures are truly
revolutionary. None of them will shock
people or cause a partisan divide. I
doubt that our offices will be flooded
with constituent calls asking us to
adopt them.

But simply put, they’re all common-
sense measures that will save taxpayer
money. The ideas have worked in other
areas of government, and have worked
in the private sector.

Sometimes it doesn’t take a revolu-
tionary idea to be a good one. It often
takes a group of leaders deciding to
focus on an issue and keep pushing it
until the process improves. We have a
chance to improve the census and to
rein in the costs.

As previously stated, we have the
ability to save $10 billion in future tax-
payer cost. As I said earlier, the big
things will always work themselves
out. We can even run from crisis to cri-
sis up here, and people will focus on the
big things, and we will continue to
work on those because they matter.

But it’s time we gave some consider-
ation to the small things. When we add
the small pieces together, we start to
actually reduce the deficit and get this
country back on solid financial ground.

This is not a small thing. This is
what matters to the people back home.
This is what matters when they come
up to me in the grocery store and they
talk about Washington being broken.
They want to know how it affects them
at their table, at their homes, and with
their families.

When we start focusing on the small
things, the big things get in perspec-
tive even clearer, and we’re up here
doing exactly what we are supposed to
be. And the Republican majority is fo-
cused on limited government, focusing
on jobs, and getting America back to
work again with a government that
does what it’s supposed to do and gets
out of the way.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I thank you
for allowing me to speak on this sub-
ject tonight, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF

H.R. 687, SOUTHEAST ARIZONA
LAND EXCHANGE AND CON-
SERVATION ACT OF 2013; PRO-

VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1256, RESTORING HEALTHY
FORESTS FOR HEALTHY COMMU-
NITIES ACT; PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 3102, NU-
TRITION REFORM AND WORK OP-
PORTUNITY ACT OF 2013; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. CoLE, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 113-215) on the resolution (H.
Res. 351) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 687) to facilitate the effi-
cient extraction of mineral resources
in southeast Arizona by authorizing
and directing an exchange of Federal
and non-Federal land, and for other
purposes; providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1526) to restore employ-
ment and educational opportunities in,
and improve the economic stability of,
counties containing National Forest
System land, while also reducing For-
est Service management costs, by en-
suring that such counties have a de-
pendable source of revenue from Na-
tional Forest System land, to provide a
temporary extension of the Secure
Rural Schools and Community Self-De-
termination Act of 2000, and for other
purposes; providing for consideration
for the Bill (H.R. 3102) to amend the
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, and for
other purposes; and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
THE JOINT RESOLUTION, H.J.
RES. 59 CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS RESOLUTION, 2014

Mr. CoLE, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 113-216) on the resolution (H.
Res. 352) providing for consideration of
the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 59) mak-
ing continuing appropriations for fiscal
year 2014, and for other purposes, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

———
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REVIEWING THE BASICS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the

gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. FOR-
TENBERRY) for 30 minutes.
Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker,

this morning, I met with a group of Ne-
braskans, as we do every week. It’s
called the Nebraska Breakfast. It’s
about a 70-year tradition that we have
here in the Congress where the House
Members and the Senators get to-
gether. We’ve been doing that decade
after decade. It’s a wonderful way to
welcome people to Washington and one
of the highlights of our week. What we
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do as a delegation is talk about the
issues of the day and hear from our
constituents as well.

This morning, Mr. Speaker, I thought
it might be important to just review a
few basics. Some of the terminology
and some of the language that we
throw around here with great ease is
often, I think, disconnected from peo-
ple out there in the country—words
and phrases like continuing resolu-
tions; the Affordable Care Act, known
as ObamaCare; sequestration, and debt
limits. The reason that I point all this
out is there is a convergence of all of
these factors right now that is creating
the great debate and this moment of
drama in the United States Congress.

So let’s take those one at a time.

First of all, the continuing resolu-
tion. What does that mean? Well, each
year, if it worked in an ideal fashion
and a proper fashion, the President
submits a budget to Congress. Congress
can take that budget up or not. The
House passes a budget. The Senate
passes its own budget. The two are rec-
onciled. We set a budgetary goal, and
then the appropriations committees go
to work on various aspects of funding
the government, whether that’s the De-
fense Department, military services,
labor and health and human services,
transportation, financial, agriculture
support, and the rest of the so-called
appropriations bills. Basically, the
budget sets up a fence and then the ap-
propriations bills divide up how that
money is to be spent each year. That,
again, is in an ideal world, which has
become very broken of late.

When Congress cannot seem to get a
budget agreement between the House
and Senate, we come to the end of the
fiscal year, which ends this September,
and we have to figure out a way to fund
the government going forward or else
it shuts down. When the government
shuts down, there is the potential for
planes not to fly, trains not to run, and
veterans not to get their services. It’s
not a proper way to govern. It’s not
good for the country to have this un-
certainty looming out there. We want
to do everything we can to try to avoid
a government shutdown while moving
forward on fiscally responsible policies
that return us to what we call ‘‘regular
order” here and try to get back in
place a system of governance that
gives some proper planning horizons
for the communities at large out there
across America and brings it back into
an orderly process here.

So if we are not able to pass a budg-
et, the continuing resolution is a vote
by both the Senate and the House as to
how to move forward either in a tem-
porary fashion or a long-term fashion
based upon what current government
policies are.

The frustration here is that each
year of late we’ve been going through
all of these difficult decisionmaking
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