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assign specific blame for this heat
wave to climate change, but on a plan-
et with hotter summers, we can expect
worse and more frequent heat waves.
So that is nationally.

Globally, NOAA announced that July
2013 was the sixth warmest July on
record.

I was traveling in Asia during the re-
cess with Senator JOHN MCCAIN imme-
diately following record-setting heat.
In mid-August temperatures passed 105
degrees Fahrenheit in Shanghai, China,
the hottest temperature measured in
the city since records began to be kept
about 140 years ago. The temperature
in Shimanto, Japan, hit 105 degrees
Fahrenheit, the hottest ever recorded
in that Nation.

South Korea’s President Park talked
with us about climate change and its
importance in Northeast Asia. While
we were there in South Korea, the Min-
istry of Trade, Industry, and Energy
had warned of power shortages due to
high temperatures, and we met with
public officials in rooms with air-con-
ditioners shut off to save power.

Senator McCAIN and I heard from
China’s leading climate official, Vice
Chairman Xie, about China’s plan to
invest almost $475 billion on clean en-
ergy and emissions-reducing projects
through 2015—nearly $500 billion be-
tween now and 2015 and about seven re-
gional cap-and-trade programs that
will eventually include other large cit-
ies such as Shanghai, Beijing, and
Tianjin. For my colleagues who say
China must act first on climate
change: They are acting, and we should
not look to them for an excuse to delay
action here at home.

Indeed, a report recently by the Pew
Charitable Trusts described China as—
let me quote this—China: ‘“The epi-
center of clean energy finance, attract-
ing $65.1 billion in investment . . . it
garnered 25 percent of all solar energy
investment . . . 37 percent of all wind
energy investment . . . and 47 percent
of the investment in the ‘other renew-
able energy category.’”’

That is what the Pew Report said
about China.

The report compared that to the
“disappointing U.S. performance in the
worldwide race for clean energy jobs,
manufacturing, and market share.”
That is not a race we want to lose. Yet
we are exhibiting disappointing per-
formance against China.

August was also a month for the
usual climate denial. One of our Senate
colleagues reportedly self-declared that
he was a global warming denier and
said he believes evidence points to the
Earth entering a mini ice age.

One California Representative told
constituents: ‘“‘Just so you know, glob-
al warming is a total fraud.”

A conservative Representative from
Iowa told his constituents:

[Climate change] is not science. It’s more
of a religion than science.

A Representative from Florida said:
“Our climate will continue to change
because of the way God formed the
Earth.”
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August even brought a climate denier
opinion piece to my home State ‘“‘Prov-
idence Journal:” ‘‘Climate science is in
turmoil,”” the piece said, ‘‘because
global surface temperatures have been
flat for 16 years.”

Rhode Island’s PolitiFact unit quick-
ly determined that this claim ‘‘cherry-
picked numbers and leaves out impor-
tant details that would give a very dif-
ferent impression.”

In truth, there have been steps in the
upward march of global surface tem-
perature before. My skeptical col-
leagues should read about these steps
and what may cause them in main-
stream news outlets, which explain
that while these pauses do happen,
they have not and do not herald the
end of climate change. Setting aside
surface temperature for a moment, we
continue to see warming, rising, and
acidifying oceans.

The recess brought the latest issue,
for instance, of ‘“‘National Geographic,”
whose cover story is ‘‘Rising Seas.”
Let me read two excerpts:

A profoundly altered planet is what our
fossil-fuel-driven civilization is creating, a
planet where Sandy-scale flooding will be-
come more common and more destructive for
the world’s coastal cities. By releasing car-
bon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases
into the atmosphere, we have warmed the
Earth by more than a full degree Fahrenheit
over the past century and raised sea level by
about eight inches. Even if we stopped burn-
ing all fossil fuels tomorrow, the existing
greenhouse gases would continue to warm
the Earth for centuries. We have irreversibly
committed future generations to a hotter
world and rising seas.

Here, focusing on a specific location:

Among the most vulnerable cities is
Miami. I cannot envision southeastern Flor-
ida having many people at the end of this
century, says Hal Wanless, chairman of the
department of geological sciences at the Uni-
versity of Miami. We’re sitting in his base-
ment office, looking at maps of Florida on
his computer. At each click of the mouse,
the years pass, the ocean rises, and the pe-
ninsula shrinks. Freshwater wetlands and
mangrove swamps collapse—a death spiral
that has already started on the southern tip
of the peninsula. With seas four feet higher
than they are today—a distinct possibility
by 2100—about two-thirds of southeastern
Florida is inundated. The Florida Keys have
almost vanished. Miami is an island.

That is from that extremist publica-
tion National Geographic.

August also brought news that the
IPCC will announce that it is now more
certain than ever that human activity
is the main cause of recent climate
change. Let me be very clear about
this: There is a broad and strong sci-
entific consensus that climate change
is ongoing and that human actions are
a cause. It is a consensus of a breadth
and strength that it is disgraceful and
stupid for us to ignore it. That con-
sensus should come as no surprise be-
cause the science behind it—behind the
proposition that carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere warms the Earth—dates
back to the Civil War. It ain’t news. We
have known it for more than a century.
Even the contrarian scientists brought
in by the deniers to testify in Congress
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agree that carbon dioxide is a green-
house gas that warms the Earth.

The science is credible. The danger is
credible. Now it is about time for Con-
gress to become credible. It is time to
wake up. It is time to do our duty here
in Congress to our country and to our
fellow man. It is time for us to get seri-
ous and protect Americans from the
looming harms of climate change.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to a period of morning
business with Senators allowed to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
16TH STREET CHURCH BOMBING

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, two
weeks ago, thousands of people gath-
ered on the National Mall in front of
the Lincoln Memorial to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the March on
Washington, where Martin Luther
King, Jr. gave his historic “I Have a
Dream” speech. That remarkable mo-
ment in this Nation’s history was a
peaceful day of unity and we rightfully
remember the inspiring words of Dr.
King.

We are reminded this week of just
how quickly that hope and positive
signs of progress were challenged by a
stunning act of violence. Just a few
days after Dr. King inspired a nation
with his dream for his four children,
four other children in Birmingham
were killed at their church because of
the color of their skin. On September
15, 1963, a bomb was planted by mem-
bers of the Ku Klux Klan at the 16th
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham,
Alabama. Addie Mae Collins, 14, Denise
McNair, 11, Carole Robertson, 14, and
Cynthia Wesley, 14, were innocent vic-
tims of racial hatred. The inhumanity
of those who conspired and killed chil-
dren in a church may seem unimagi-
nable in our Nation today, but, as
Colbert King of the Washington Post
noted recently, ‘‘Before al-Qaeda, there
was the Ku Klux Klan.”

We celebrate the significant strides
we have made with determined efforts
in forging a more just and equal Amer-
ica since the KKK’s reign of terror, and
yet we cannot forget that these events
occurred just days after the March on
Washington. It occurred in the lifetime
of 88 of 100 members of this Senate
body. It is our recent history, not an-
cient history.
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