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RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF PROPER SUPPORT FOR PUB-
LIC EDUCATION

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 1, 2013

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today in support of K-12 education and our
national public school system. | recently voted
in favor of H.R. 5, the Student Success Act,
as an imperfect but essential piece of legisla-
tion to move forward the necessary reauthor-
ization of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act (ESEA). Had the opportunity been
presented, | would have supported measures
to strengthen The Student Success Act by
supporting altered Title | funding allocations as
well as reiterating the importance of STEM
education at a young age.

The intent of Title | funding within the origi-
nal ESEA was, and should continue to be, to
provide federal funding to public schools with
the highest concentrations of poverty. Sup-
porting our must vulnerable populations pro-
vides impoverished communities and students
with some of largest barriers to educational
success an enhanced opportunity to flourish
and reach their full potential.

The State of New York alone is home to
thousands of public schools receiving Title |
funding. We know that in order to prepare our
students to succeed in a globally competitive
environment, we need to equip them with the
most relevant and enhanced resources avail-
able to expand their knowledge of 21st cen-
tury demands. By supporting schools and stu-
dents who wouldn't otherwise have the re-
sources to improve efforts in early childhood
education and emphasizing learning in in-de-
mand subjects like science and math, we can
truly support our future.

| will continue to advocate for an enhanced
reauthorization of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act that fully supports our
public school system, teachers, and students
for a better America.

——————

WINDI AKINS PASTORINI

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 1, 2013

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today | am
pleased to honor Windi Akins Pastorini, for
being named the 2012 Texas Criminal De-
fense Lawyer of the Year and the 2012 Harris
County Criminal Lawyer of the Year. This is
the latest in a long line of awards given to this
extraordinary lawyer. | have known Windi for
over 20 years in my work as a judge and
prosecutor in Texas, | witnessed first hand
Windi’s passionate dedication to the law and
to her clients. Those who know her best de-
scribe her as dedicated, powerful, and relent-
less.

After graduating from the University of
Texas at Arlington, Windi earned her law de-
gree from the University of Texas in Austin.
Windi began her legal career as a prosecutor
for the Harris County District Attorney’s office,
and then she became a trial lawyer where she
has served for over 25 years. She is an advo-
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cate in every sense of the word who works
passionately to defend those who are accused
of crimes.

Windi’s extensive knowledge of the justice
system and her incredible work ethic quickly
gained her respect from her colleagues in the
law profession and citizens of Harris County.
Over her career, Windi has a history of vic-
tories defending those charged with drug re-
lated crimes, white collar crimes, fraud and
violent offenses. Her success in defending her
clients has led to her inclusion into a selective
group of lawyers certified to represent indigent
defendants in death penalty cases in Texas.
Windi has changed many lives. The fact that
she was the defense lawyer has made the dif-
ference in the outcome of numerous cases.

Windi has a long history of advocating for
victims. Recently, Windi defended the rights of
a young 12 year old girl who had been repeat-
edly sexually abused by her father since she
was just 6 years old. One evening, the young
girl finally stood up for herself and told her fa-
ther to leave her alone. After receiving threats
by her father that she would “regret her ac-
tions”, the young girl shot and killed her father
later that night in fear for her life. Ms. Pastorini
stood by her client and successfully fought for
her right of self defense. The young girl was
acquitted of murder, providing an invaluable
win for abused victims everywhere.

Besides being an excellent trial lawyer,
Windi drives Jeep Renegades/Wranglers.
Being a Jeep owner myself, | appreciate oth-
ers who drive such rugged, superior vehicles!

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, | commend this remarkable
Texan for her exemplary service and dedica-
tion to Harris County and to the State of
Texas. Thank you, Windi, for a lifetime of re-
markable achievements within the legal com-
munity and for your steadfast commitment to
representing the accused citizens of Texas in
the court room.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 1, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $16,738,599,194,294.87. We've
added $6,111,722,145,381.79 to our debt in 4
and a half years. This is $6 trillion in debt our
nation, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

HONORING CARL FISHER
HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, August 1, 2013

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the outstanding public edu-
cation career of Carl Fisher.

Carl has been recognized as one of five
2013 Pioneers in Education in Missouri for his
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commitment and contributions to public edu-
cation in Missouri. Since he was just 16 years
old, Carl has been serving the children in
Pleasant Hope as their school bus driver. Now
83, Carl has transported three generations of
students to and from school for 66 extraor-
dinary years.

This remarkable feat makes Carl a
Guinness World Record holder for the longest
career as a school bus driver. However, Carl
isn’'t the only one in his family with experience
behind the wheel. Carl comes from a family of
bus drivers where four out of five brothers,
their father, uncle, and brothers-in-law all have
served the community by safely getting stu-
dents to and from school every day.

| am extremely proud of the work Carl has
done for the children and families of the
Pleasant Hope community over the past 66
years. His steadfast determination of truly
doing what he loves is admired by all. | urge
my colleagues to join me in congratulating
Carl Fisher, recipient of the 2013 Pioneers in
Education award in Missouri.

———

A TRIBUTE TO THE MILWAUKEE
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING UN-
DERWATER ROBOTICS TEAM

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 1, 2013

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of the Mil-
waukee School of Engineering (MSOE).
MSOE recently earned the top engineering
evaluation score in this years Marine Ad-
vanced Technology Education Center’s Inter-
national competition for Remotely Operated
Vehicles (ROV). This year marks the first time
MSOE has participated in this competition,
and | am proud to support this great achieve-
ment.

For the past 11 years, Marine Advanced
Technology Education (MATE) Center, which
is funded by the National Science Foundation,
has used its underwater robotics competition
to help students obtain hands on science,
technology, engineering and math experience,
thereby preparing them for careers in the
STEM fields. Through the ROV competition,
students gain specialized knowledge and
apply their skills in a teamwork oriented set-
ting. Students produce technical reports as
well as presentations and displays to show-
case their engineering work to competition
judges currently in the field. In addition, each
team is required to exemplify an entrepre-
neurial spirit in each stage of the competition.
The benefits of participating are far reaching.

A total of 53 teams participated in the 2013
international competition, and 23 teams en-
tered MSOE’s competition category. As the
theme was ocean observing systems, MSOE'’s
competition mission was to create technology
that would assist in installing and maintaining
instrumentation to monitor ocean activity in
real time to then determine the ocean’s impact
on the weather. In successfully doing so, they
earned the top engineering evaluation score.
They demonstrated exemplary efforts and
should be proud of their accomplishment.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize the
Milwaukee School of Engineering Underwater
Robotics team. Through their ability and dili-
gence, they have distinguished their school
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