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States ground combat forces behind a battle
line by means of a parachute;

Whereas the success of the Army Para-
chute Test Platoon in the days immediately
before the entry of the United States into
World War II validated the airborne oper-
ational concept and led to the creation of a
formidable force of airborne formations that
included the 11th, 13th, 17th, 82nd, and 101st
Airborne Divisions;

Whereas, included in those divisions, and
among other separate formations, were
many airborne combat, combat support, and
combat service support units that served
with distinction and achieved repeated suc-
cess in armed hostilities during World War
II, and provide the lineage and legacy of
many airborne units throughout the Armed
Forces;

Whereas the achievements of the airborne
units during World War II prompted the evo-
lution of those units into a diversified force
of parachute and air-assault units that, over
the years, have fought in Korea, Vietnam,
Grenada, Panama, the Persian Gulf region,
and Somalia, and have engaged in peace-
keeping operations in Lebanon, the Sinai Pe-
ninsula, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Bos-
nia, and Kosovo;

Whereas, since the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001, the members of the
United States airborne forces, including
members of the XVIII Airborne Corps, the
82nd Airborne Division, the 101st Airborne
Division, the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat
Team, the 4th Brigade Combat Team (Air-
borne) of the 25th Infantry Division, the 75th
Ranger Regiment, special operations forces
of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, and Air
Force, and other units of the Armed Forces,
have demonstrated bravery and honor in
combat, stability, and training operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq;

Whereas the modern-day airborne forces
also include other elite forces composed of
airborne trained and qualified special oper-
ations warriors, including Army Special
Forces, Marine Corps Reconnaissance units,
Navy SEALs, and Air Force combat control
and pararescue teams;

Whereas, of the members and former mem-
bers of the United States airborne forces,
thousands have achieved the distinction of
making combat jumps, dozens have earned
the Medal of Honor, and hundreds have
earned the Distinguished Service Cross, the
Silver Star, or other decorations and awards
for displays of heroism, gallantry, intre-
pidity, and valor;

Whereas the members and former members
of the United States airborne forces are all
members of a proud and honorable tradition
that, together with the special skills and
achievements of those members, distin-
guishes the members as intrepid combat
parachutists, air assault forces, special oper-
ation forces, and, in the past, glider troops;

Whereas individuals from every State in
the United States have served gallantly in
the airborne forces, and each State is proud
of the contributions of its paratrooper vet-
erans during the many conflicts faced by the
United States;

Whereas the history and achievements of
the members and former members of the
United States airborne forces warrant spe-
cial expressions of the gratitude of the peo-
ple of the United States; and

Whereas, since the airborne forces, past
and present, celebrate August 16 as the anni-
versary of the first official jump by the
Army Parachute Test Platoon, August 16 is
an appropriate day to recognize as National
Airborne Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates August 16, 2013, as ‘‘National
Airborne Day’’; and
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(2) calls on the people of the United States
to observe National Airborne Day with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 208—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 8, 2013, AS ‘NA-
TIONAL DIRECT SUPPORT PRO-
FESSIONALS RECOGNITION
WEEK”’

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Ms. CoOL-
LINS, Ms. WARREN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, and Mr.
MURPHY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 208

Whereas direct support professionals, di-
rect care workers, personal assistants, per-
sonal attendants, in-home support workers,
and paraprofessionals (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘direct support professionals’) are
the primary providers of publicly funded
long-term supports and services for millions
of individuals;

Whereas a direct support professional must
build a close, trusted relationship with an in-
dividual with disabilities;

Whereas a direct support professional as-
sists an individual with disabilities with the
most intimate needs on a daily basis;

Whereas direct support professionals pro-
vide a broad range of support, including—

(1) preparing meals;

(2) managing medications;

(3) bathing;

(4) dressing;

(5) helping with mobility;

(6) providing transportation to school,
work, and religious, and recreational activi-
ties; and

(7) helping with general daily affairs;

Whereas a direct support professional pro-
vides essential support to help keep an indi-
vidual with disabilities connected to the
family and community of the individual;

Whereas direct support professionals en-
able individuals with disabilities to live
meaningful, productive lives;

Whereas a direct support professional is
the key to allowing an individual with dis-
abilities to live successfully in the commu-
nity and avoid more costly institutional
care;

Whereas the majority of direct support
professionals are female, and many are the
sole breadwinners of their families;

Whereas direct support professionals work
and pay taxes, but many are impoverished
and are eligible for the same Federal and
State public assistance programs on which
the individuals with disabilities served by
the direct support professionals must de-
pend;

Whereas Federal and State policies, as well
as the Supreme Court in Olmstead v. L.C.,
527 U.S. 581 (1999), assert the right of an indi-
vidual to live in the home and community of
the individual;

Whereas, in 2013, the majority of direct
support professionals are employed in home-
and community-based settings, and this
trend is projected to increase during this
decade;

Whereas there is a documented critical and
growing shortage of direct support profes-
sionals in every community throughout the
United States; and

Whereas many direct support professionals
are forced to leave jobs due to inadequate
wages and benefits, creating high turnover
and vacancy rates that research dem-
onstrates adversely affects the quality of
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support provided to individuals with disabil-
ities: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning Sep-
tember 8, 2013, as ‘‘National Direct Support
Professionals Recognition Week’;

(2) recognizes the dedication and vital role
of direct support professionals in enhancing
the lives of individuals of all ages with dis-
abilities;

(3) appreciates the contribution of direct
support professionals in supporting the needs
that are beyond the capacities of millions of
families in the United States;

(4) commends direct support professionals
as integral in supporting the long-term sup-
port and services system of the United
States; and

(5) finds that the successful implementa-
tion of the public policies of the United
States depends on the dedication of direct
support professionals.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 209—REMEM-
BERING THE ANNIVERSARY OF
THE TRAGIC SHOOTING ON AU-
GUST 5, 2012, AT THE SIKH TEM-
PLE OF WISCONSIN IN OAK
CREEK, WISCONSIN

Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Wisconsin, Mr. CooNs, Mr. COR-
NYN, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to.:
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Whereas, on Sunday, August 5, 2012, a
shooting took place at the Sikh Temple of
Wisconsin in Oak Creek, Wisconsin;

Whereas 6 innocent people of the United
States, including one woman and 5 men, lost
their lives on that day in a senseless and vio-
lent act of hate at a house of worship;

Whereas 3 people sustained serious inju-
ries, including Lieutenant Brian Murphy, the
first responding officer;

Whereas many members of the Sikh com-
munity and the community as a whole self-
lessly sought to aid and protect others by
putting their own safety at risk;

Whereas the heroic action of law enforce-
ment officers such as Officer Sam Lenda pre-
vented additional loss of life; and

Whereas the Sikh community has re-
sponded to the shooting in a peaceful manner
consistent with the Sikh religious tenets of
peace and equality: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) remembers the anniversary of the trag-
ic shooting on August 5, 2012, at the Sikh
Temple of Wisconsin in Oak Creek, Wis-
consin;

(2) condemns in the strongest possible
terms that horrific shooting;

(3) condemns hatred and acts of violence
towards racial and religious groups and calls
for renewed efforts to end that violence;

(4) honors the memory of Suveg Singh
Khattra, Satwant Singh Kaleka, Ranjit
Singh, Sita Singh, Paramjit Kaur, and
Prakash Singh, who died in the shooting;

(5) offers heartfelt condolences to the fami-
lies, friends, and loved ones of those who died
in the shooting;

(6) commends the heroism of first respond-
ers, and members of the community who
courageously and selflessly placed their lives
in danger to prevent the death of more inno-
cent people; and

(7) stands with those who plan to gather in
Oak Creek on August 2 through August 5,
2013, to memorialize the lives lost in the
shooting and to continue healing as a com-
munity.
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