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acres under protection and collaborates on a
number of projects with government agencies.
The Las Cabezos de San Juan Nature Pre-
serve near Fajardo is a wonderful example of
both nature and historical preservation. The
site has a bioluminescent lagoon as well as a
mangrove forest that allows for visitors to walk
through it on a series of boardwalks without
disturbing the natural habitat. It also has one
of the original Spanish lighthouses, which has
been restored and serves as a museum and
dormitory for visiting research students.

The Hacienda Buena Vista outside of Ponce
is a testament to man’s imagination. Built in
the 1850’s as a coffee plantation it is run on
hydropower where the water is drawn from the
mountain stream, used to power the planta-
tion, and returned to the stream. It contains a
wonderful water turbine engine that was man-
ufactured in West Point, NY and shipped to
Puerto Rico.

The Trust is currently restoring a sugar
plantation near Manati. It totals 2300 acres
and gives a glimpse into the past of Puerto
Rico when the sugar industry was a vibrant
part of the economy.

Ms. Lee An Rodriguez has been a leader at
the Trust in educating others on the impor-
tance of land preservation and particularly the
importance of having clean water. She is
being honored, along with three other sci-
entists, for her leadership in developing citizen
science groups under a program funded by
the National Science Foundation.

Both Ms. Rodriguez and the Conservation
Trust Fund of Puerto Rico are to be com-
mended for their exemplary work in the field of
conservation.

Mr. Speaker, | submit an article from the
Caribbean Business noting this honor for Ms.
Rodriguez.

PR SCIENTIST HONORED AT WHITE HOUSE

Conservation Trust of Puerto Rico develop-
ment manager Lee Ann Rodriguez is among
four scientists who lead citizen science
groups funded by the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) being honored in a White House
ceremony on Tuesday.

Rodriguez is currently training hundreds
of residents of Puerto Rico to lead citizen
groups that will study the impacts of urban-
ization on the biodiversity and cultural re-
sources of the Manati River watershed.

Ultimately, Rodriguez’s trainees, who
range in age from teenagers to retirees, will
cumulatively lead thousands of other citizen
scientists, many of whom would otherwise
have minimal exposure to science. The data
they produce will support long-term water-
shed monitoring and inform land use deci-
sion-making in Puerto Rico.

Rodriguez, the other three NSF-funded
Champions of Change, along with eight other
Citizen Scientist Champions of Change will
be recognized for their exemplary leadership
in involving the broader, non-expert commu-
nity in research on science, technology, engi-
neering or mathematics (STEM).

The Citizen Science Champions of Change
are leaders in a field that is currently ex-
ploding in popularity—partly because the
Internet and new applications afford quick
and effective communication between citizen
scientists and scientists. More than 600 cit-
izen science groups are currently engaging
more than 100,000 worldwide volunteers.

In addition, data from citizen scientists
has been incorporated into more than 1,000
scientific papers in peer reviewed journals.
In fact, much of our current understanding
about the distribution of plants and animals,
the quality of water in streams and rivers,
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observed astronomy and the evidence of
global climate changes was derived from
data produced by citizen science projects.

Operating as a private, nonprofit organiza-
tion, the Conservation Trust manages a
number of the island’s environmentally sen-
sitive areas, while promoting the concepts of
conservation to schools and the general pub-
lic through volunteer programs, reforest-
ation projects and various community work-
shops and events. In this way, the Conserva-
tion Trust, founded more than 40 years ago,
works toward its goal of protecting and en-
hancing the precious natural resources of
Puerto Rico.

——————
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Friday, June 28, 2013

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in memory of a devoted wife and moth-
er, a respected spiritual and community lead-
er, and most importantly, a great Alaskan. On
June 2, 2013, the Alaskan community of St.
Paul Island lost one of its most revered elders,
Mary Nicolai Bourdukofsky.

“Aunty” Mary, as she was affectionately
known throughout her community, was a
staunch supporter for the continuation and
preservation of Aleut culture, language and
tradition.

To paraphrase Mary’s life in a few sen-
tences would serve only to cheapen it, for her
accomplishments were widespread and varied
as they were valued. She was an advocate for
her Aleut community during years of involun-
tary internment during World War I, served as
a delegate to the Alaska Federation of Na-
tives, and assisted with the development of
cultural exhibits at the Alaska Native Heritage
Center and for the Smithsonian’s Alaska Na-
tive Collections. Mary also taught at three uni-
versities throughout the state and promoted
the importance of cultural education.

Her memory will continue to live on in the
hearts and minds of those who had the privi-
lege of knowing her, and the great many that
were touched by her tireless efforts and count-
less deeds. For those who did not, | pray that
they too have the opportunity to know some-
one like Mary, a person whose unrelenting
dedication and resolute sense of character
cannot be easily duplicated.

Mr. Speaker, today | mourn with Mary’s
family and community and share my sadness
at the loss of one of Alaska’s most dedicated
daughters. In the words of Thomas Campbell:
“To live in the hearts we leave behind is not
to die.”

————
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Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, as co-chair of
the Great Lakes Task Force, | rise today to
honor Dr. Chris Goddard, executive secretary
of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission, who
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retires this month after nearly 20 years of ex-
ceptional service to the organization and a ca-
reer of commitment to the health of our treas-
ured Great Lakes.

The Great Lakes Fishery Commission is a
U.S./Canadian institution established by the
1954 Convention on Great Lakes Fisheries, a
treaty between the two nations. Under the
treaty, the commission advances science;
helps the States, the province of Ontario, and
the U.S. tribes work together to manage the
Great Lakes fishery; and carries out the es-
sential sea lamprey control program, an effort
upon which the very existence of the $7 billion
Great Lakes fishery depends.

Because the commission stands alone in
the Great Lakes basin as the locus for multi-
lateral fishery management, its executive sec-
retary must be a savvy leader and must moti-
vate cooperation. Chris is enthusiastic, pas-
sionate, dedicated to the institution, committed
to science, and driven by a deep-seated moti-
vation to simply do what is right for the Great
Lakes.

During his tenure, Chris led the commission
into the new millennium with a positive vision
for the future of the fishery and a plan to cre-
ate a commission capable of responding to
the basin’s biggest challenges. He made it a
priority to acquire the funds necessary to in-
crease the control of sea lamprey—a destruc-
tive, invasive fish that changed the way of life
in the basin but is now suppressed by 90 per-
cent. In doing so, he helped create the condi-
tions necessary for a thriving and healthy fish-
ery. Perhaps most notably, he helped the
commission make prominent and essential
contributions to the President's Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative by focusing commission
projects on native species recovery and
invasive species control.

Chris’ time at the commission is the cul-
mination of a long and productive career. A
native of Canada, he grew up in Virginia
Beach (his father was stationed there while
serving NATO), was educated in Toronto, and
managed Ontario’s fishery assessment, fishery
research, client services, and remote sensing
programs. He was the district manager of
Algonquin Provincial Park and was respon-
sible for Canada’s freshwater fishery program.
| am proud to note that he lives and works in
Ann Arbor, Michigan, part of my district.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Chris Goddard is largely
responsible for the active, vibrant, and re-
spected Great Lakes Fishery Commission that
we see today. | honor Chris for all he has
done for the commission, for the two nations,
and for the Great Lakes. Please join me in
thanking Chris for his unparalleled leadership.
We wish him well in his retirement.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF SCLERO-
DERMA AWARENESS MONTH

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
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Friday, June 28, 2013

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Scleroderma Aware-
ness Month.

On behalf of the thousands of patients im-
pacted by this disease in my district and
throughout the State of New York, | am hon-
ored to join Congresswoman CAPPS as the
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